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The following instructions are a general rule of thumb for the most common na-
tives. If you have gopher problems in your area you may want to plant your natives 
in wire baskets. Rabbits will browse on newly planted natives and it is advisable to 
protect your plants for the first year. Late Fall is the ideal time for planting natives in our area.

Planting Your New Native
1. Dig a hole a least twice as wide as the pot. Fill the hole with water and let it soak in. If the water takes more 
than an hour to soak in consider creating a raised bed for added drainage. Many natives will rot if the soil does 
not drain well. Refill the hole several times to create a water reserve under the plant.
2. Place enough soil into the bottom of the hole so that the top of the root ball is slightly ABOVE the soil line. 
Most of our natives like their base to stay dry so planting them slightly above the soil line prevents any pud-
dling of water near the sensitive growing area. (Soil amendments are not recommended for natives and will do 
more harm than good)
3. Fill in around the plant, firming the soil as you go, making sure to maintain the planting depth. Create a tem-

porary basin around the plant that will hold a gallon of water using the rest of the soil. 
This will make watering easier for you and more successful for the plant.
4. Give the plant a good soaking.

Watering Your New Native 
Native trees and shrubs planted from 1 gallon pots:
Most of these plants will need three years of supplemental water before they will be 
able to survive on natural rainfall. The first year you should water deeply once a week 
during dry periods. This is where the 1 gallon basin around the plant is helpful. As the 
plant grows you can gradually cut back on watering and the third year you may only 
have to water a few times during the summer.  Always water deeply to encourage 
deep roots and a stronger plant. Some plants, such as manzanita, will die if overwa-
tered. Water agave, yucca and dudleya (succulents) sparingly. 

Native perennials planted from 1 gallon pots:
These plants are handled similarly to trees and shrubs the first year and may not re-
quire any help after that but keep an eye on them for the first three years and water 
when they look stressed.
Native plants from smaller pot sizes:
If you are planting from smaller pot sizes, native trees and perennials will establish 
themselves more quickly. Follow the first year instructions and water only when 
stressed after that.

Native plants from seed:
Most native seeds benefit from being planted in the fall to 
take advantage of winter rains. You may need to supplement 
the natural rainfall during dry winters. Supplemental water 
will often enhance the beauty and vigor of native annuals and 
many can be successfully planted in the spring if watered.

By EDI volunteer extrodinaire and plant propagation specialist Rick Craven. 
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