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Welcome to the California Native Plant Society - 
San Diego Chapter’s fifth annual Garden Native Tour! 

 
This year’s theme, Gardens of Growth and Legacy, feature both new gardens and some that 
have been in place for over 25 years. This year, the tour looks south to Chula Vista, Bonita, and 
Imperial Beach; east to Lemon Grove; and centrally to the neighborhoods of North and South 
Park. There are nineteen private gardens and six public gardens in these cities and 
neighborhoods and most will be staffed with knowledgeable docents to help interpret the gardens. 
Amongst the public garden this year are two gardens that involve learning institutions, 
Southwestern College and Montgomery High School. At the residences, many of the garden 
owners and designers will be available to share that garden’s story. Alongside the California 
native plants, a number of the gardens incorporate rainfall capture devices, edible plants, bird 
and butterfly habitat, and other sustainable features. The tour demonstrates that plants from our 
region can create gardens that are long-lived, water-smart and beautiful. We highlight design 
elements and plant selections that embody a truly Southern Californian landscape aesthetic.   
 
The tour is self-guided but there are scheduled public tours at South Bay Botanic Garden and 
RECON Native Plants, see pages 7 & 23 respectively. 
 
At a live planting on Saturday at ‘Ocean Friendly Garden’, watch or participate, see page 16. 
 
Also, be sure not miss the presentation by Greg Rubin at South Bay Botanic Garden on Saturday 
at 6:30pm, “The Drought-Defying California Garden”, see page 21 
 
As you plan your stops on the tour, we suggest that you don’t try to visit everything in one, or 
even two, days. Enjoy the experience with frequent pauses to truly take the sights in. We hope 
that you learn something from your time with us and return home to create your own legacy. 

 
Listed below are some of the icons you’ll find in the garden descriptions  

to guide you to these elements on the garden properties. 

 
 

Cover photo from garden ‘Balance and Harmony’ p.33 by Phillip Roullard 
www.racingsunsets.com 
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The Garden Native Tour is a wonderful opportunity to see some beautiful 
gardens that showcase a wide variety of native plants. These gardens exhibit 
landscaping that is an integral part of the home environment. Here are tips for 
getting the most from the experience. 

 
Planning, Restrooms, Accessibility:  

• Bring water, a notebook and pen, camera, sturdy shoes, a hat and sunscreen. 
• Restrooms will not be available at private gardens. Please inquire about the closest public 

restroom. Restrooms are available at several of the public gardens.  
• If you have special needs, inquire in advance about accessibility (canes, walkers, 

wheelchairs, etc.) and if service dogs are acceptable. 
• Understand that you may need to park up to a block away. Private gardens often lack 

adequate pathways for wheelchairs and strollers. 
 
Ask: 

• Ask the host if it is OK to take photos (most will say yes) and if you must use a tripod, do 
so very carefully. 

• Ask questions, but understand that your host may not be able to answer all of your 
questions if there are other people who also need help. Please don’t monopolize the host’s 
time with many questions. 
 

Say thanks: 

• Please compliment the gardener on what you like. 
• Conversely, ignore what you don’t care for; these are intensely personal gardens and may 

not be to your taste  
 

Some don’ts of the tour 
 

• Don’t bring pets. 
• Don’t bring youngsters unless they’re under your complete supervision at all times. Ask 

your host before using a stroller in the garden. 
• Don’t arrive before the tour officially begins, and don’t stay after it ends. 
• Don’t take cuttings or seeds. 
• Don’t go off designated paths. 
• Don’t remove plant labels. 
• Don’t pick a flower or leaf to bring to the host for identification. 
• Don’t smoke or picnic in the gardens. 

Please	note:	
	

• Details may change without notice.  
• This is a rain-or-shine event. There are no refunds. 
• By purchasing a ticket and attending the CNPS Garden Native Tour, you agree to waive all 

claims against CNPS, and any entities associated with CNPS, arising from or related to 
participation and travel during the CNPS Garden Native Tour. 
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        VISITING STOPS ON THE TOUR 
 

Ø Once you have this program in your hand, you will use it as your ticket to see the 
gardens. Just show it to the docent when you enter each of the private gardens. Public 
gardens do NOT require a Garden Native ticket and are free to Tour guests except 
Living Coast Discovery Center which offers a 50% admission price for Tour guests 
p.21 

 
Ø We will have available for purchase an incredible variety of related books, posters and 

California native plant seeds. Check with docents for location on the days of the tour. 
 

Ø Be sure to visit the Spring Festival and Plant Sale being held this weekend at SBBG, 
see p.7 

 
 
 

        CAMPUS DRIVING DIRECTIONS TO SOUTH BAY BOTANIC GARDEN 
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South Bay Botanic Garden (SBBG) 

 
On the campus of Southwestern College 

900 Otay Lakes Rd 
Chula Vista, CA 91910 

619-395-2694 
 

DIRECTIONS (map p.6 and p.8, #1) 
From 1-805 S 
Exit 7A onto H St East 
In 0.3 mi. Turn right onto East H St 
In 3.9 mi. Turn right onto Otay Lakes Rd 
In 0.3 mi. Turn right onto Elmhurst entrance 
Follow campus map on p.6 to arrive at garden and parking 
 
Parking is in Parking Lot E, directly across from the garden. 
 
Handicap access: Please inquire for assistance with wheelchairs. 

 
Year installed: Major renovations to California native are in 2008 
Designed by: Students, staff, and friends of Southwestern College 
 
NOTE: Staffed by students. Director of SBBG, Mark Valen, will offer guided tours of the garden 
Saturday at 11am and Sunday at 1pm 
 

SBBG was officially established in January of 2008 but its history began in 1974. As a new college 
horticulture program, the garden started as an empty field, one greenhouse, and no plants. 
However, through the efforts of countless students learning the skills of planting and hardscape 
installation, the garden has grown into a park-like setting of hundreds of different varieties of 
plants. SBBG consist of 4 acres of trees, shrubs, flowers, groundcovers, various turf grasses, 
plant collections, and water features all framed in a pleasant setting 
 
As part of the Landscape and Nursery Technology Program at Southwestern College, the garden 
continues to be a learning facility for students pursuing degrees in the horticultural fields. 
Proceeds from book and plant sales at SBBG will directly support students at Southwestern 
College 

 
SBBG is holding a Spring Festival and Plant Sale on April 1 & 2 with 

• California native plants and non-native plants for sale 
• Books, posters, and seeds for sale 
• Snacks and Beverages for sale 
• Live pruning demonstrations  
• Live California native planting demonstration 
• On Saturday, April 1 at 6:30 pm: Presentation by Greg Rubin landscape contractor 

and owner of California's Own Native Landscape Design & Maintenance 
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Beauty and the Boulders  

 
Timothy and Linda Smith 

1978 Bucknell St 
Chula Vista, CA 91913 

 
DIRECTIONS (map p.8, #2) 
From 900 Otay Lakes Rd 
Head southeast on Otay Lakes Rd toward Gotham St 
In 49 ft. Turn left onto Gotham St 
In 0.7 mi. Turn right onto Stanford Ave 
In 0.1 mi. Stanford Ave turns slightly left and becomes Bucknell St 
In 453 ft. The garden will be on the right 
 
Handicap access: Accessible 
 
Year installed: 2015 
Designed by: Landscape Magician Edmond Piffard, Boulder and Water Feature 
Construction, Rock Artist Eider de Mello 
 

     Refer to key on p.3 
 

Once upon a time this fair land was not so fair. The lawns were too needy and 
the pooch allergic. They magically became a lush, flowering landscape alive 
with color. In the front are faux boulders that fool the eye. Among the 
beauteous flora are a specimen "Ray Hartman" lilac surrounded by verbenas, 
buckwheats, and manzanitas. Memorable in the back are two solar powered 
water features, a spectacular globe mallow, a nice display of Salvia 
sonomensis, a wonderful ground cover sage, and a small shade garden along 
the western fence. All are living happily ever after. 
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Of Lavatera, Matilija, and Baja Roses 
 

Lynne Thomas 
5932 San Miguel Road 

Bonita, CA 91902 
 
DIRECTIONS (map p.9, #3) 
From 1978 Bucknell St 
Head west on Bucknell St 
In 454 ft. Bucknell St turns slightly right and becomes Stanford Ave 
In 0.1 mi. Turn left onto Gotham St 
In 318 ft. Turn right onto Rutgers Ave 
In 0.2 mi. Continue onto Corral Canyon Rd 
In 2.3 mi. Turn left onto Central Ave 
In 0.4 mi. Turn right onto Frisbie St 
In 0.2 mi. Turn right onto Bonita Rd 
In 0.3 mi Continue straight onto San Miguel Rd 
In 0.5 mi. The garden will be on the right 
 
Park in front of the chain-link fence along the front of property along San Miguel Rd, please 
make sure to pull off the pavement and onto the dirt when parking. 
 
Handicap access: Easily managed on foot, property is flat but heavily mulched 
making wheelchair access difficult. 
 
Year installed: 2001 
Designed by: Don Hohimer and homeowner 
 

 Homeowner on hand except Sunday morning 
 

A bright red mailbox welcomes you to this garden filled with a variety of 
California natives. This garden was on the inaugural Garden Native Tour in 
2012. Come and see what has changed. Matilija poppies line the front path, 
and there are several island mallows that hail from California’s Channel 
Islands. Enjoy the shade of the California live oaks on the property and search 
for the Englemann oaks hiding on the property. Not to be missed are the 
jojoba plants and there is a mass planting of the rare Rosa minutifolia, 
sometimes referred to as desert, small-leaf, or Baja rose. Stop by this garden 
to learn the homeowner’s strategy for getting free mulch delivered to her 
doorstep. The homeowner also recently installed three 865-gallon tanks that 
collect all the rainwater from the roof for irrigation. 
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A Belle Garden in Bonita 
 

Katherine and Diogo Belo 
3246 Orchard Hill Road 

Bonita, CA 91902 
 
DIRECTIONS (map p.9, #4) 
From 5932 San Miguel Rd 
Head west on San Miguel Rd toward Conduit Rd 
In 0.7 mi. Continue onto Bonita Rd 
In 0.6 mi. Turn right onto Central Ave 
In 0.1 mi Turn left onto Sweetwater Rd 
In 0.6 mi Turn right onto Orchard Hill Rd 
In 0.3 mi. The garden will be on the left 
 
Parking: Follow the signs and park along the split rail fence at base of property. Then follow the 
garden tour signs to walk up the hill to entrance. 
 
Handicap access: Front yard is easily accessible and can be viewed from paved 
circular driveway. Uneven pathways and some steps throughout property. There is 
limited handicap parking available in driveway. 
 
Year installed: 2010 
Designed by: Greg Rubin. Homeowner has been expanding. 
 

 
 

This property occupies a large corner lot of nearly two acres with a gradual 
slope towards the street. The homeowners were inspired to plant California 
natives as they were keeping bees and wanted to provide nectar and pollen 
from plants grown without fertilizers. Rainwater is harvested for irrigation in 
this garden in two 865 gallon tanks. Inside the circular driveway, lovely natives 
are planted and a rock-river bed helps to capture water during rain events. 
Over time, natives are replacing non-natives on the large slope. The backyard 
features succulents, vegetable beds, and a chicken coop. You will enjoy a 
spectacular view of Mt Miguel in the distance from this beautiful location.   
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Bridge Across the Coastal Sage 
 

4848 Butternut Hollow Lane 
Bonita, CA 91902 

Back yard only 
 
DIRECTIONS (map p.9, #5) 
From 3246 Orchard Hill Rd 
Head southeast on Orchard Hill Rd toward Cresta Verde Ln 
In 0.3 mi. Turn left onto Sweetwater Rd 
In 0.5 mi. Turn left onto Bonita Woods Dr 
In 0.2 mi. Turn right to stay on Bonita Woods Dr 
In 0.2 mi The garden entrance will be on the left 
 
Enter through gate on side of backyard on Bonita Woods Drive. 
 
Handicap access: Easily managed on foot, decomposed granite pathways and a 
bridge to walk over. 
 
Year installed: 2008 
Designed by: Greg Rubin 
 

 
 

This garden was featured on the inaugural plant tour in 2012. The garden has 
changed owners since then but it has retained its beauty. As you enter this 
backyard, you move into a large, beautiful, welcoming space full of California 
natives. There is a meadow of Blue-eyed Grass and Goldenrod, mature 
Toyon, and several varieties of native sages and manzanitas. It is a delight to 
wander the paths to discover the plants and a lovely bridge over a dry riverbed 
built by the current homeowner.   
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An Artist’s Workshop 
 

Susan Kryzwicki 
5750 Pray St 

Bonita, CA 91902 
 
DIRECTIONS (map p.9, #6) 
From 4848 Butternut Hollow Lane 
Head east on Butternut Hollow Ln toward Bonita Woods Dr 
In 62 ft. Turn right at the 1st cross street onto Bonita Woods Dr 
In 0.2 mi. Turn left to stay on Bonita Woods Dr 
In 0.2 mi. Turn left onto Sweetwater Rd 
In 1.1 mi. Turn left onto Pray St 
In 0.4 mi. The garden will be on the left 
 
Handicap access: Some of the garden can be viewed from the paved street, 
driveway is paved but steep, there is a narrow dirt path along the large slope of the 
property. 
 
Year installed: 2003 with turf removal in 2012 
Designed by: Susan Kryzwicki, homeowner with some help from Greg Rubin, Mark 
Biancrosso, and Abel Lopez 

 

Before you even get out of your car, you will know that an artist lives here. 
Every corner uncovers a treasure, a new plant or a unique piece of artwork. 
There is more than one slope and each was restored and planted differently 
in its own unique way. There are groups of our state poppy, Eschscholzia 
californica, and plantings of Baccharis sarothroides, known commonly as 
broom baccharis due to its shape. As you walk towards the front door, you 
will pass a group of mature Tecate cypresses. On a slope closer to the house, 
you see touches of the homeowner’s creativity in small cement planters 
protruding from the slope and the lovely mosaic on the mailbox. The owner 
will have displays detailing some of her methods for slope plantings and she 
will be available both days to tell her most interesting story of how she killed 
the iceplant and what she did with it afterward. 
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Ocean Friendly Garden 
 

Tara Hoffman 
20 Richmond Park Ct 
Chula Vista, 91910 

 
DIRECTIONS (map p.15, #7) 
From 5750 Pray St 
Head southeast on Pray St toward Pray Ct 
In 0.4 mi. Turn right onto Sweetwater Rd 
In 0.7 mi. Turn right onto Briarwood Rd 
In 0.7 mi. Use the left 2 lanes to turn left to merge onto CA-54 W 
In 0.3 mi. Merge onto CA-54 W 
In 2.4 mi. Use the right 2 lanes to take exit 2 to merge onto I-805 S 
In 1.1 mi. Take exit 7C for Bonita Rd toward E St 
In 0.2 mi. Continue on Bonita Rd. Drive to Richmond Park Ct 
In 0.4 mi. Sharp right onto Bonita Rd (signs for E St/Civic Center) 
In 0.3 mi. Turn left to stay on Bonita Rd 
In 0.1 mi. Turn right onto Richmond Park Pl 
In 171 ft. Turn right onto Richmond Park Ct 
In 118 ft. The garden will be on the right 
 
Handicap access: Flat, can be walked on foot. Front yard is viewable from 
sidewalk. 
 
Year installed: Front garden 2015 
Designed by: Front garden designed by Susan Kryzwicki 
 

    Planting on Saturday only, garden viewable both days 
 

LIVE PLANTING: Come and see the front garden that was installed four years 
ago. Then walk to the back where Surfrider OFG volunteers will be planting 
the backyard designed by Susan Kryzwicki using their principles of 
conservation, permeability and retention (CPR). The turf was recently 
removed in the backyard and they will be finishing the restoration on 
Saturday. Watch volunteers in action and feel free to join in and help out.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

16 



GARDEN NATIVE TOUR 2017: Gardens of Growth and Legacy 
						
	

	
	

	



GARDEN NATIVE TOUR 2017: Gardens of Growth and Legacy 
						
	

Come and see these two postage stamp-sized gardens in the community of 
Eastlake in east Chula Vista…	

 
Postage Stamp 1 

 
Chuck Poland 

2532 Flinn Springs Rd. 
Chula Vista, CA 91915 

Front yard only 
DIRECTIONS (map p.8, #8) 
From CA-125 S 
Take exit 6 for Olympic Parkway. In 0.3 mi. Continue on Olympic Pkwy. Drive to Flinn Springs 
Rd. In 2.1 mi. use the left 2 lanes to turn left onto Olympic Pkwy. In 1.6 mi. use the 2nd from the 
left lane to turn left onto Hunte Pkwy. In 0.3 mi. turn right at the 1st cross street onto Oak 
Springs Dr. In 0.1 mi. turn left at the 1st cross street onto Silver Springs Dr. In 427 ft. turn left 
onto Flinn Springs Rd. In 223 ft. the garden will be on the right. 
 
Handicap access: Front yard is viewable from sidewalk. 

 
This garden was installed by the homeowner in 2014. You’ll never believe how many 
California native plants you can fit into a small garden until you see this yard. It features 
arching rainwater swales and a dry creek bed for rainwater capture and infiltration. 
This garden was done on a small budget, but incorporates a number of sustainable 
design features and plenty of native plant color and textures into a small 
space. Garden is viewable from the sidewalk. 

 
Postage Stamp 2 

 
Deborah Halverson 

2361 Grand Forks Road 
Chula Vista, CA 91915 

Front yard only 
DIRECTIONS (map p.8, #9) 
From 2532 Flinn Springs Rd. 
Head northeast on Flinn Springs Rd toward Thunder Springs Dr. In 223 ft. turn right onto Silver 
Springs Dr. In 427 ft. turn right at the 1st cross street onto Oak Springs Dr. In 0.1 mi. continue 
onto S Greensview Dr. In 0.3 mi. turn left onto Fountain Grove Pl. In 141 ft. turn right at the 1st 
cross street onto Ashford Castle Dr/Valley Gardens Dr. In 456 ft. turn left onto Grand Forks Rd. 
In 200 ft. the garden will be on the left 
 
Handicap access: Front yard is viewable from sidewalk. 

 
This garden was installed in 2016 by David Clarke Design.  Come and see what can 
be done with a tiny yard and how amazing it looks after only one year and some 
wonderful rain.    
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Coast Surgical Group 
 

786 3rd Ave 
Chula Vista, CA 91910 

 
DIRECTIONS (map p.15, #10) 
From I-805 
Take exit 7B for H St W 
In 0.3 mi. Continue on E H St. Drive to 3rd Ave/Third Ave in Chula Vista 
In 1.9 mi. Merge onto E H St 
In 1.2 mi. Use the left 2 lanes to turn left onto 3rd Ave/Third Ave 
In 0.7 mi. Building will be on the right 
 
Park in the parking lot for Coast Surgical Group and the landscape is immediately adjacent.   
 
NOTE: No docents. Self-view only. 
 
Handicap access: Accessible 
 
Year installed: 2014 
Designed by: Clayton Tschudy 

 
 

Coast Surgical Group, a doctor’s office specializing in minimally invasive 
procedures, is a certified clean business recognized by the city of Chula Vista.  
This small garden beautifully designed by Clayton Tschudy in 2014 proves 
that California native plants can thrive in commercial spaces and belong in 
commercial spaces. Don’t miss the hedge of Tecate cypress installed to help 
conceal a brick wall. The center of the parking lot has a strip of decomposed 
granite for capturing and filtering rainwater and the roof drains onto a 
decomposed granite bocce court/patio. The grapes are ‘Viognier’ variety, 
grown for wine making. 
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Walk in Beauty 
 

Sweetwater Union High School District: Montgomery High School 
3060 Palm Ave 

San Diego, CA 92154 
 
DIRECTIONS (map p.15, #11) 
From I-805 S 
Take exit 2 for Palm Ave 
In 0.4mi. Use the right 2 lanes to turn right onto Palm Ave 
In 1.6 mi. Parking lot will be on the right 
 
Park in the lot that is immediately north of the intersection of Palm Ave and Hawaii Ave, look for 
two giant red snakes on both sides of the entrance to the parking lot. The garden is a few steps 
away from the parking lot.   
 
NOTE: Montgomery HS students will be available to answer questions. 
 
 
Handicap access: Some of the trails are wheelchair accessible. All of the paths are 
easily accessed on foot. 
 
Year installed: 1996 
Designed by: Students, staff, and volunteers at Montgomery High School 
 
 
 

In 1995 this garden was a barren wasteland. Now, a walk through this garden 
is a botanical stroll through San Diego County with over 150 different species 
and is adorned by art from its students. It is one of the first and largest 
schoolyard habitats in San Diego County. Plants are arranged in distinct 
natural communities including coastal sage, chaparral, oak savannah, desert, 
and wetlands. It was started by students, staff and community volunteers from 
Montgomery High School as a project for the ecology club and is now used 
by teachers and students from multiple subject areas. It has been maintained 
through the years by the continued presence of Theresa Acerro and Robert 
Boyd.   
 

For more information about this garden please visit: 
http://web.archive.org/web/20150630180255/http://nativeplants-

geo.org/index.html 

 
 
 
 
 

20 



GARDEN NATIVE TOUR 2017: Gardens of Growth and Legacy 
						
	

 
 
 

 
 

PRESENTATION AT SOUTH BAY BOTANIC GARDEN 
Speaker: Greg Rubin 

Saturday, April 1, 6:30pm 
 

Greg is the President and Founder of California’s Own Native Landscape Design, Inc., 
Licensed Landscape Contractor and co-author with Lucy Warren of "The California 
Native Landscape: The Homeowners’ Design Guide to Restoring its Beauty and 
Balance” and “The Drought-Defying California Garden” 
 

"The Drought-Defying California Garden" 
 
Speaker Greg Rubin will present a VERY thorough slideshow that touches on 
most aspects of native landscaping, including basic ecology, design 
techniques, plant selection, site preparation, irrigation, layout, planting, and 
maintenance. Important differences between ornamental horticulture and 
native ecology will be emphasized. There will also be special attention paid 
to the severe threat that Argentine ants/sucking insects pose to native plants, 
and how they may have been a leading (but little recognized) cause of native 
plant mortality as long as natives have been popular gardening subjects.  
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RECON Native Plants, Inc. 
 

1755 Saturn Blvd 
San Diego CA 92154 

619.423.2284 
 

 
DIRECTIONS (map p.22, #12) 
From I-5 S 
Take exit 4 for Coronado Ave 
In 0.2mi. Turn right onto Coronado Ave 
In 0.5 mi. Turn left onto 19th St/Saturn Blvd 
In 0.8 mi. Nursery will be on the left 
 
Park outside the gates near the large Sycamore trees along Saturn Blvd. 
 
Handicap access: The nursery is easily managed on foot but there are many 
tripping hazards, uneven walkways and some gravel.  If you plan to tour the nursery, 
close-toed shoes are recommended. 
 
Year opened: 2003 
 
NOTE: Staffed by employees. California native plant sale at the nursery on Saturday 
and Sunday from 9:00am to 4:30pm 
 
Guided Tours: 2:00 pm on Saturday, 10:00 am on Sunday  
 
 

RECON Native Plants began operation in 2003 to meet the growing need for 
large volumes of restoration quality native plant and seed material from the 
southwestern United States. They specialize in custom native seed collection 
and growing hardy native plants for restoration and ornamental landscaping. 
The fully staffed 30-acre wholesale nursery is normally closed to the public 
but will be open both days of the tour so you can tour the demonstration 
gardens, go on a guided tour or buy plants.   
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Tijuana Estuary Visitor Center 
 

301 Caspian Way 
Imperial Beach, CA 91932 

(619) 575-3613 
Hours: 10am-5pm, Saturday and Sunday 

trnerr.org 
 
From I-5 S 
Take exit 4 for Coronado Ave W 
In 0.2mi. Turn right onto Coronado Ave.  
In 1.0 mi. Continue onto Imperial Beach Blvd 
In 1.5 mi. Turn left onto 3rd St 
In 404 ft. 3rd St turns left and becomes Caspian Way 
In 10 ft. Enter parking lot of visitor center 
 
NOTE: Employees in visitor center available to answer questions 
 
Handicap access: The parking lot has gravel but some of the trails are wheelchair 
accessible.  Check in at the visitor's center before venturing out on the trails to 
inquire about trail conditions. 

Year installed: 1990 
 

The Tijuana Estuary Visitor Center is a special place managed by NOAA, 
California State Parks and the US Fish & Wildlife Service. It is naturally full of 
many native plants and animals. Enjoy miles of trails or stop in and view some 
of the exhibits in the visitor center. The ‘garden’ immediately surrounding the 
visitor center hosts a variety of California native plants. It was developed in 
1990 shortly after the Visitor’s Center construction was completed. 
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Living Coast Discovery Center 
 

1000 Gunpowder Point Dr. 
Chula Vista, CA 91910 

www.TheLivingCoast.org 
619-409-5900 

7 days a week from 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 
DIRECTIONS (map p.22, #14) 
From I-5 S 
Take exit 8B onto E St  
In 0.7 mi. Turn right onto Gunpowder Dr 
In 0.6 mi. The center is on your left 
 
NOTE: There is an entrance admission to visit the center. Garden Native Tour 
guests can use a 50% off coupon, located on page 21. Sweetwater Marsh National 
Wildlife Refuge adjoins the property and has hiking trails. 
 
Handicap access: Accessible, including the trails. 
 

Greet a sea turtle as she swims up to say hello! Get eye-to-eye with a bald eagle! 
Touch a bat ray in our interactive touch pool! Peruse Raptor Row and see the Living 
Coast’s rescued birds of prey, all of which are non-releasable from injury or 
imprinting. Discover the native species you don’t see in the city--or on land! Visitors 
are also free to follow their own path along the refuge’s 1.5 miles of walking trails. 
The Living Coast Discovery Center is a chance to explore Southern California's 
plants and animals on the 316-acre Sweetwater Marsh National Wildlife Refuge on 
San Diego Bay. If you’re looking for a wildlife adventure, this is the place! 
 
The Living Coast Discovery Center is a nonprofit zoo and aquarium inspiring care 
and exploration of the living Earth by connecting people with local plants, animals, 
and habitats.  
 
Education 
For 30 years, the Living Coast Discovery Center has reached thousands of children 
through field trips, outreaches, scout programs, and other community education 
programs.  
 
Coupon 
Garden tour participants receive a one-time 50% off admission to the Living Coast 
(see opposite page for coupon) until 6/30/2017. SEE PAGE 21. Sweetwater Marsh is 
free and open to the public and features hiking trails with striking views of San Diego 
Bay. You may wish to visit the Living Coast after your garden tour or you may decide 
to come back at a later date. A minimum half-day is suggested for ample visiting 
time. 

 
 

25 



GARDEN NATIVE TOUR 2017: Gardens of Growth and Legacy 
						
	

 
And two Lemon Grove gardens that you should see on your way into the tour, on 

your way home, or in between… 
 

 
 

Wishing Well 
 

Pat and Doug Ruff 
8089 Lincoln St. 

Lemon Grove 91945 
DIRECTIONS (map p.26) 
From CA-94 E 
Take exit 8 for Lemon Grove Ave 
In 0.2 mi. Turn right onto Lemon Grove Ave 
In 0.1 mi. Use the right 2 lanes to turn right to stay on Lemon Grove Ave 
In 0.4 mi. Turn left onto Lincoln St 
In 0.3 mi. The garden will be on your right 
 
*Handicap access: Front garden is easily viewed from paved driveway.  Backyard is flat and 
easily managed on foot. 
Year installed: 2007 
 
Designed by: Homeowner-designed and installed with inspiration from Greg Rubin 

 
 
This garden was designed and installed by the owners, their daughter and son-in-law who had 
recently graduated from California Polytechnic University in San Luis Obispo. It includes 
California natives blended with drought tolerant non-natives, raised vegetable beds and blueberry 
bushes. The owner is also a member of the cactus and succulent society and has spent many 
years on her world-wide collection of cactus and succulents. There are quite a variety of California 
natives including a large mature specimen toyon, alder, redbud, a milkweed patch and a San 
Miguel coral vine. Stroll the backyard paths that are lined with wildflowers (both native and non-
native) and collect some seed for your garden. Be on the lookout for praying mantis egg sacs but 
please don’t disturb them. Don’t forget your pennies and be sure to bring your wishes.  Rainwater 
is harvested in three tanks that are 205 gallons each and 5 barrels that are 50 gallons each. 

26 



GARDEN NATIVE TOUR 2017: Gardens of Growth and Legacy 
						
	

Lounging in Lemon Grove 
 

Chuck Seyfried and Bob Stich 
7343 Canton Dr. 

Lemon Grove 91945 
 
DIRECTIONS (map p.26) 
From 8089 Lincoln St. 
Head west on Lincoln St toward Julielynn Way 
In 0.3 mi. Turn left onto Lemon Grove Ave 
In 1.1 mi Turn left onto Canton Dr 
In 0.2 mi. The garden will be on your right 
 
Handicap access: The house and lot are on gently sloping land, there are no steps, easily 
managed on foot. 
 
Year installed: 2015 
Designed by: Designed by Letz Landscape Design, Owner-installed 

 
What were once weeds, Bermuda grass and ice-plant, is now a sustainable and 
thriving California native plant landscape.  The backyard features an orchard of fruit 
trees and a small patch of artificial turf for Fido and even more beautiful California 
native plants. 
 
The story started when they received a tip from a friend about California natives that 
led them on a journey.  Once they learned they could have beauty, wildlife habitat, and 
an edible landscape all without ever having to touch a lawn mower ever again, they 
were hooked. The homeowners had the layout professionally designed and then 
implemented the plan themselves with the help of a rebate from the water agency.  
Once they mastered the art of constructing wire baskets to keep the gophers from 
eating the plants, the garden took off on its own.  
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DINING IN NORTH AND SOUTH PARK 

 

 
 

DEL SUR MEXICAN CANTINA 2310 30th St  
619.501.0643 delsurmexicancantina.com 

 
 
 

PIACERE MIO Fine Italian 1947 Fern St 
619.794.2543 piaceremiosd.com 

 
 
 

SOUTH PARK BREWING Grub & Grog 1517 30th St 
619.610.9038 Southparkbrewing.com 

 
 
 

KINDRED Vegan 1503 30th St 
619.546.9653 barkindred.com 

 
 
 

SUPER COCINA Regional Mexican 3627 University Ave. 
619.584.6244 SuperCocinaSD.com 

 
 
 

STATION TAVERN Beer & Burgers 2204 Fern St 
619.255.0657 stationtavern.com 
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15-Year Experiment 
 

Pete and Connie di Girolamo 
2440 Pamo Avenue 

San Diego, CA 92104 
 
DIRECTIONS (map p.29, #15) 
From I-805 
Take exit 15 for N Park Way 
In 0.2 mi. Turn left onto 33rd St 
In 0.7 mi Turn right onto Redwood St 
In 0.1 mi. Turn left onto 32nd St 
In 0.4 mi. Turn right onto Laurel St 
In 269 ft. Turn left onto Pamo Ave 
In 171 ft. The garden will be on your right 
 
Handicap access: Most of the front yard is viewable from the sidewalk, backyard 
can be walked on foot. 
 
Year installed: 2002 
Designed by: Homeowner 

   Refer to key on p.3 
 

Design and function are featured in this architect’s garden, with a converted 
lawn that makes extensive use of manzanitas (including the rare Del Mar 
manzanita), among other chaparral species. The yard uses local cobblestone 
throughout as an elegant inorganic mulch. In the back, an island oak 
impresses with its magnificence, providing a welcome canopy of shade. For 
more dimension, the owner has added some of his beautiful ceramic works 
among the other plantings. This garden was on the tour in 2015 and is too 
impressive to not feature it again, come and see the new plants added to the 
backyard. The garden was initially installed in 2002 and the homeowner has 
been working on it continually. Of note, there is no irrigation system.   
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Martha’s Folly 
 

The Weesners 
2463 Pamo Ave 

San Diego, CA 92104 
Front and side yard only 

 
NOTE: Gardens 15-21 are walking distance from each other. 
 
WALKING DIRECTIONS (map p.29, #16) 
From 2440 Pamo Avenue 
Walk N on Pamo Ave 
In 171 ft. The garden will be on the right 
 
Handicap access: Most of the garden is viewable from the sidewalk. 
 
Year installed: 2012 
Designed by: Greg Rubin 
 

This corner garden is the dominant feature of the property. The landscape 
designer carefully selected and installed the plants to nearly conceal the 
Spanish style house. There are several manzanitas, wild buckwheat, sages, 
California lilac, penstemon and the mature Fremontodrendron ‘California 
Glory’ on the north side of the house. Don’t miss the beautifully crafted 
ceramic sculptures with the house numbers as you enter the front path. 
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Big Bird’s Habitat 
 

Betty and Steve Ball 
2463 Dulzura Avenue 
San Diego, CA 92104 

 
WALKING DIRECTIONS (map p.29, #17) 
From 2463 Pamo Ave 
Head north on Pamo Ave toward Laurel St 
In 59 ft. Turn left onto Laurel St 
In 262 ft. Turn left onto Dulzura Ave 
In 92 ft. The garden will be on your left 
 
Handicap access: Parts can be viewed from sidewalk, garden paths easily 
managed on foot. 
 
Year installed: 2001 
Designed by: Michael Bostwick 
 

 
 

The paths in this corner garden encourage a stroll to uncover its secrets, and 
to see the big bird! Don’t expect Sesame Street though, look for a metal 
sculpture of Aiolornis incredibilis, a prehistoric bird, by artist Ricardo Breceda. 
He is well known for many sculptures in Anza Borrego too. Mature specimens 
of toyon, manzanitas, and California Lilacs are not to be missed. 
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Balance and Harmony 
 

Nancy Tarbell 
3106 Laurel St 

San Diego, CA 92104 
 
WALKING DIRECTIONS (map p.29, #18) 
From 2463 Dulzura Ave 
Head north on Dulzura Ave toward Laurel St 
In 92 ft. Turn left onto Laurel St 
In 141 ft. The garden will be on your right 
 
Handicap access: Some of the garden is viewable from the paved sidewalk. Easily 
managed on foot, walking paths have pavers. 
 
Year installed: Side yard 2009, front yard 2014 
Designed by: Wes Hudson, North Park Native Plants 
 

Homeowner on hand except Sunday morning 
 

The garden sits on a large corner lot with graceful paths lined with many 
different buckwheats, grasses, sages, and various California lilacs. There is 
a white flowering Ceanothus spinosus, also known as greenbark, mallows, 
sunflowers, bush poppies, a specimen flannel bush, and a variety of 
manzanitas. You will notice and appreciate that a major aspect of the design 
of the shape of this garden was to balance mass plantings and open space. 
There is so much to see yet there is plenty of space to take in all the fragrance 
from the flowers.  
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Urban Desert 
Lance McKinley 
3190 Maple St 

San Diego, CA 92104 
WALKING DIRECTIONS (map p.29, #19) 
From 3106 Laurel St 
Head southeast on Laurel St toward Dulzura Ave 
In 400 ft. Turn left onto Pamo Ave 
In 262 ft. Turn right onto Maple St 
In 177 ft. The garden will be on your left 
 
Handicap access: Most of the garden is viewable from the sidewalk. 
 
Year installed: 2006, updated in 2016 
Designed by: Homeowner 
 

 
The Spanish style architecture and Palo Verde tree have a desert feel while the coastal 
sage and chaparral plants bring you back to the coast. This small front yard garden is 
well designed for the space. To the left of the front door is a water wise garden and 
raised beds with fruit trees and vegetables are off to the right. At night, the plants are 
highlighted by solar lights. 

 
Lone Oak 

Carrie Schneider and Robert Laymon 
2621 32nd St 

San Diego, CA 92104 
WALKING DIRECTIONS (map p.29, #20) 
From 3190 Maple St 
Head east on Maple St toward 32nd St 
In 102 ft. Turn left onto 32nd St 
In 223 ft. The garden will be on your right 
 
Handicap access: Some of the garden is viewable from the sidewalk, backyard is flat and 
easily walked on foot. 
 
*Year installed: No one date – started evolving it about 1998. 
Designed by: Homeowner 

 
This garden features drought-tolerant native plants, with a focus on plants found in 
nearby natural areas. You can almost feel yourself relax as you stand in front of this 
intimate, soft green space. The garden utilizes textures in combination with floral 
displays. A single live oak graces the north side that is now 16 years old. The terraced 
slopes were designed to maximize rainwater capture and allow one to focus on parts 
of the garden individually. This garden was on the tour in 2015 and is an example of 
how long lasting native plant gardens can be. 
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View into the Mountains 
 

Liesbeth van den Bosch 
3211 Hawthorn St 

San Diego, CA 92104 
 
 
First: RETURN to where you parked at 2440 Pamo (map p.29) 
From 2621 32nd St 
Head south on 32nd St toward Maple St 
In 479 ft. Turn right onto Laurel St 
In 269 ft. Turn left onto Pamo Ave 
In 180 ft. You will arrive at 2440 Pamo, near where you parked 
 
Then: Drive to ‘View into the Mountains’ (map p.29, #21) 
From 2440 Pamo Ave  
Head south on Pamo Ave toward Kalmia St 
In 295 ft. Turn right onto Kalmia St 
In 407 ft. Turn left onto 31st St 
In 0.2 mi. Turn left onto Hawthorn St 
In 0.1 mi. The garden will be on right 
 
Handicap access: Some of the garden is viewable from the sidewalk, there are 
about ten steps from the sidewalk to the pathway, which can be walked on foot. 
 
Year installed: 2012 
Designed by: Wes Hudson, North Park Native Plants 
 

     
 

This front yard sits on a lovely raised vantage point where one can see Otay, 
San Miguel and other mountains to the east. To get the best view, be sure to 
get out of your car and walk up and into the garden along the pathway and 
along the side of the house. You’ll find a blended garden that includes 
California lilacs, groundcovers and shrubs, lemonade berry, buckwheats, 
coyote bush, and coastal chollas that reflect the natural habitat of the canyon 
across the street. The north side of the garden is in shade much of the year 
and is filled with different species of lilac that are slowly forming a pleasing 
mosaic of evergreens.   
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Bee Water Wise 
 

Mike Goebel 
3009 Palm St  

San Diego 92104 
 
DRIVING DIRECTIONS (map p.29, #22) 
From 3211 Hawthorn St 
Head west on Hawthorn St toward 32nd St 
In 0.1 mi Turn right onto 31st St 
In 0.1 mi. Turn left onto Juniper St 
In 0.1 mi. Turn right onto 30th St 
In 0.4 mi. Turn right onto Palm St 
In 101 ft. The garden will be on the right 
 
Handicap access: Accessible 
 
Year installed: 2013 
Designed by: Initially designed and installed by Greg Rubin, homeowner later 
supplemented. 
 

 
 

On this 3,000 square foot lot, cheery Wayne Roderick daisies are offset by 
striking blue-grey Canyon Prince grasses. The perfume of Evergreen 
Currant wafts over the back wall. In the spring, Cleveland sage adds a 
delightful scent to the visual display. The house, at a modest 1,000 square 
feet, sports two independent gray water systems – but the biggest triumph is 
a 5,000-gallon rainwater harvesting tank that provides all the water 
necessary sustaining the drought-tolerant landscape year round. You’ll 
never guess where it is! This house was on the tour in 2015 soon after the 
landscape was installed, come and see how the garden has grown and filled 
in.   
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Switzer Canyon Open Space Preserve 
 

Sheila Kirschenbaum-Shepherd 
2920 Laurel St 

San Diego, CA 92104 
 
DRIVING DIRECTIONS (map p.29, #23) 
From 3009 Palm St  
Head west on Palm St toward 30th St 
In 102 ft. Turn left at the 1st cross street onto 30th St 
In 0.3 mi. Turn right onto Laurel St 
In 0.1 mi. The garden will be on the right 
 
Handicap access: Trails in the garden are steep and uneven. No wheelchairs or 
strollers. No flip-flops on the hiking trails.     
 
Year installed: 2005 
Designed by: Designed by Sheila Kirschenbaum and Steve Shepherd 
 

  
 

Don’t be misled by the garden name, this is a private garden that adjoins 
Switzer canyon. As you enter this ‘garden’ you are treated to a spectacular 
sight – a piece of San Diego’s natural history. It is truly a wild place, with a 60’ 
drop along the canyon slope. Depending on which path you chose, you’ll see 
native bunch grasses, oaks, holly-leaf cherries, coast prickly pears, dudleyas, 
poppies, sweet peas and so much more.  
 
In 2005, the homeowners embarked on a journey to restore their piece of 
California’s wild landscape. This ‘garden’ has been created through the love, 
hard work and devotion of the homeowners by restoring what was once filled 
with lots of non-natives including Opuntia ficus-indica. Also of note, rain-water 
from house roof is captured in two-275 gallon cisterns located under the lower 
deck. Don’t forget your binoculars, you may even encounter the rare 
California gnatcatcher. 
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Thank You, Sponsors! 
 

 

 
 


