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Thank You!  

Presenting Sponsor: 

 

 

 

Wild Oak Sponsor:              Manzanita Sponsor: 

 

 

 

 

 

Wild Lilac Sponsors: 

 

 

Sage Sponsors: 



30                              Garden Native Tour 2016                               

 

 

Rancho Chuparosa  (Sunday, until 6) 

Notes:  

Two acres of sprawling gardens amply demonstrate 

that native plants can be used to reduce fire risk, 

conserve water, provide wildlife habitat and create a 

lovely setting for relaxed rural living.  Planted 

amidst various patios, walkways, fountains, and 

ponds, the usual chaparral species are complement-

ed by plants from two very different locales: the de-

sert and the Channel Islands.  The austere desert 

trees are set off the rich evergreens, creating the re-

laxed feel of an Italian hillside villa.  Of special in-

terest  is a grove of 80 Tecate cypress.   

Mary Jane Quinn and Bob Hill 

19563 Pringle Canyon Rd. 

Jamul  91935 

Installation:  2005 

Directions:  From Campo Rd:  

Honey Springs Rd   L 

5.1 mi. Deerhorn Valley Rd. R 

2.3 mi. Mother Grundy Tr.  (dirt 

road)  R  

0.2 Pringle Canyon Rd. (Lucky 6 Rd.) (19563) 

(Note: GPS will give you a rougher dirt road) 
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Welcome to the California Native Plant Society– San 

Diego’s fourth annual Garden Native Tour.  

 This year’s theme, Landscaping for the Future, highlights inland 

gardens that are thriving under the more severe climate condi-

tions that are soon likely to be the norm, even in coastal areas.  

We hope you’ll be inspired by their example to do what you can 

to heal your little piece of the planet.   

As you plan your tour, we suggest that you don’t try to see every-

thing.  If you find something you enjoy, take you time and savor 

the experience.  Less can be more if you do it right. 

We’ve done two new things this year to help you get the most out 

of your weekend.  Our more distant gardens (see pp. 24, 27 – 30) 

areopen until 6 p.m. to encourage you to make the drive out to 

see them.   

To help you pick which  gardens to visit, we’ve created a set of 

icons to point out  common traits of several gardens.    

Water conservation:  Rainw ater  capture, from -

rain barrels and large tanks, functional streams, and 

land contouring to retain water.   

Sustainable landscapes:  Native plants inte-

grated with edible gardens, fruit trees, composting, 

etc. to build the yard’s ecology. 

Wildlife habitat:  The garden ’s structure, water 

features, open areas, etc. are particularly attractive to  

birds, butterflies, bees, and other insects.   

Do-It-Yourself:  Gardens that reflect the ow n-

er’s interests and passions, evolving as the owner’s ob-

serve how each species fares and responds.   

Gardener on hand: Get the inside story from  

the homeowners themselves.  The number on the right 

is the date they’ll be around to answer your questions. 
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Trinchera Ranch  (Sunday, until 6) 

Notes:  

This 2.5-acre site takes its name from a narrow stream 

that cuts a deep trench through the chaparral and 

oaks, creating 14 different habitats, from meadow to 

manzanitas.  Removing non-native weeds produced a 

plethora of lovely native wildflowers, inspiring the 

owners to plant 90 more native species and cultivars.   

Walk down past fragrant sages, through a manzanita 

forest, cross a wood bridge and walk along the stream 

among wild lilacs and buckwheats.  Head back up 

through natural oaks with an understory of moisture-

loving natives and find new plants around the house.  

Bob and Suzy Bullock 

17922 Sierra Cielo Lane 

Jamul  91935 

Designer:   Greg  Rubin        

Installation:  2005 

Directions:  From Campo Rd:  

(1.7 mi. past Daley Ranch Rd) 

Honey Springs Rd  L 

5.6  mi. Bratton Valley Rd. R 

0.2 mi. Sierra Cielo Ln  R 

0.3 mi (17922) 
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Rancho Jamul Reserve ( Sunday, until 6) 

Notes:  

The historic Daley Ranch now serves as the headquar-

ters for area wildlife agencies at the Reserve and is usu-

ally closed to the public.  EDI volunteers are trans-

forming the landscape in keeping with its location 

within a habitat preserve.  Nearest the house is the 

Ranch House Garden, with a fragrant array of native 

shrubs, and a pond that is a boon to local critters.   

Have lunch in the ranch house, chat with EDI volun-

teers and agency staff, then take a short walk to a stu-

dent pollinator garden, a Tecate cypress grove, a cactus 

growing area., and more.  

14715 Hwy 94 (Campo Rd.) 

Jamul  91935 

Designer:   Ea r th Discovery  

Institute  (EDI)  

Installation:  2013 

Directions: From The Garden: 

R  0.2  m i.Jam acha Rd. L  

7.8 mi. Daley Ranch Rd. L 

0.7 mi. (14715)  

From Campo Rd @ Lyons Valley :  

3.1 mil Daley Ranch Rd. L 

0.7 mi. (14715)  
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Blended garden:  Native plants can play w ell 

with others.  These gardens have integrated native 

plants with established drought-tolerant shrubs    

Stamp-sized plot:  If you have a tiny lot or  

want to start small, check out the diversity and rich-

ness that can fit into a tight area.   

Landscape: At the other  extrem e, Acre-plus 

lots with natives planted  to enhance the existing 

vegetation.  

Map:  There ’s so much at some stops that we’ve 

made guide maps to point out all the attractions.  

They’re loaners, please return so others can use ‘em. 



6                              Garden Native Tour 2016                               

 

 
 

 

Landscapes that Teach 

The heart of the Grossmont College has gone native!     

Native landscapes are arrayed around the campus li-

brary building like a string of pearls, with separate 

gardens devoted to riparian, oak, chaparral, coastal 

sage scrub, and butterfly habitats.   

Grossmont students will be on hand in the mornings to 

share what they’ve learned, or grab a guide map and 

check them out.. So don’t just check-in and go: take a 

fifteen-minute walk and get a sense of how native 

plants fit together in communities.   

Grossmont College 

8800 Grossmont College Dr. 

El Cajon,   

Designer:  W es Hudson        

Installed: 2013 

Directions:  From SR-125:  

Exit Grossmont College Dr. W 

 0.5 mi  Perimeter  Rd.  —> 

0.3 mi. Perimeter Rd.  R  

Lot 3 (to opposite corner)  

 

 

Notes:  
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Rustic Revival  (Sunday, until 6) 

Notes:  

A fire-safe landscape doesn’t require a scorched-earth 

policy! The native oaks gracing this 2-acre hillside 

property are complemented by wildlife-friendly, water

-wise, and fire-safe shrubs and groundcovers that pro-

vide an aesthetic link to the surrounding chaparral.  

Buckwheats and other colorful shrubs on the front 

slope give way to more formal sage-rich plantings in 

front of the house.  Walk around back, past the eclec-

tic collection of “gracefully aging” tools and imple-

ments, to an assortment of manzanitas and wild lilacs.   

Dan & Rebecca Kjonegaard 

3425 Fowler Canyon Drive 

Jamul  91935 

Designer:   Greg  Rubin        

Installation:  2014 

Directions:  From The Garden 

 L  0.6 m i. Jam acha Rd. R 

0.8 mi. Willow Glen Dr. R 

0.5 mi. Jamul Dr. L 

;1.3 mi. Fowler Canyon Rd L 

0.1 mi, (3425)  
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Thank You!  

In addition to the garden owners and docents that you 

meet on the tour this weekend, many quiet heroes 

worked behind the scenes to organize and present this 

tour, both in our sister organizations and in CNPS.  

My particular thanks go to:  

 Mary Duffy  Pat Fishtein  Kiana Fores  Michael 

Golden   Kim Hamilton   Paul Hormick   Jan 

Keeney    Peggy Junker    Susan Lewitt   David 

Lubs  Steve Miller  Diane Owens  Phil Roullard  

Joe Sochor  James Soe Nun  Clay  Tschudy 

Without your dedication, this tour would not have 

been possible — Dave Flietner, Tour Coordinator 
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Water Conservation Garden 

Notes:  

12122 Cuyamaca College Dr. 

. San Diego 92020 

Designer: Cla y  Tschudy      

Installed: 2015 

Directions:  From SR-94:  

Exit Spring St. E 

 5.2 mi. to Jamacha Rd. —>  

5.1 mi.  Cuyamaca College Dr. L   

0.2 mi  R  

 

Note: Pa rtly  a ccessible: 

self-guided trail has steps 

The Habitat Garden is a vibrant addition to The Gar-

den.  Garden docents are on hand to explain  the dif-

ferent establishment and maintenance methods for 

three habitats: oak woodland, riparian, and coastal 

sage scrub.  Check out the butterfly pavilion right next 

door.   

You will want to pick up a map and venture out on the 

Native Loop, a self-guided tour of both larger, older 

trees and shrubs and five new and innovative native 

plantings. 
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David Clarke 

4777 Aragon Dr. 

San Diego, 92115 

Installed: 2011/ 2016 

Directions:  From I-8:  

 Exit 70th St  S 

0.7 mi. Tower St.  R  

0.7  mi. Aragon Dr.  R 

0.1 mi. (@ Serrano Pl.)  

 

See p. 9  for directions from SR-

94 

Wild in Rolando 

Notes:  

This front-yard garden has a deliberately unruly 

look, recreating the feel of a walk in the backcountry.  

Framed by rowdy buckwheats, with fragrant sages 

and a patch of succulents, this garden shows pro-

vides a lot of interest in a small space.  Designed to 

take advantage of shade from a neighbor’s tree, when 

a big limb fell, the species mix had to change for the 

sunny conditions.  The owner/designer will share 

how the garden is adapting.   

Pick up your “Wild in Rolando” mini tour 

map here to see 3 more habitat gardens 
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Nature Adorned (Saturday) 

Notes:  

Jean and Jerry Kaiwi 

10082 Bon Vue Drive 

El Cajon  92021 

Installed:  2000... 

Directions:  From I-8 

Exit Lake Jennings Park Rd S 

 0.3 mi. Olde Highway 80 —> 

2.4 mi. Oak Creek Rd. L 

0.4 Bon Vue Dr. R   

0.6 mi. (10082)  

 

Note:  Pa r tia l a ccessibility . 

This 2½-acre hillside lot offers a great chance to visual-

ize what your new plants might look like in about 15 

years.  Mature trees and shrubs that have regrown since 

the 2003 Cedar Fire mix with species chosen over the 

years for their eye-appeal.  The native chaparral has 

been lovingly enhanced by over a decade of planting, 

diligent weeding, selective trimming, and the creation 

of paths that wind through the property.   Special at-

tractions include Engelmann and canyon 0aks, adapta-

ble desert plants, a profusion of wild flowers, and a 

spectacular view.  

Worth a Saturday Drive — open until 6 p.m.  
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Steve and Allison Miller 

4602 Aragon Dr. San Diego 

92119 

Installed: 2010 ... 

Directions: From SR-94 

 Exit College Ave N 

1.3 mi. University Ave R 

0.4 mil Rolando Blvd L 

0.3 mil Aragonb Dr. L 

0.2 mil (@Mataro Ave).  

See  p. 8 for  directions from I-8 

The Native Experiment 

Notes:  

This garden is an ongoing conversation between the 

owners and each species as they respond to garden 

conditions and seasonal changes.  The result is a 

healthy mix of wild exuberance and quiet corners 

that reveal something new at every turn.  

In front, seeding native volunteers ensure the evolv-

ing landscape will look different each time you visit.  

In the back, explore different garden rooms, each 

with its own emphasis.  Step across the dry creekbed 

and meet the flock of ever-curious chickens waiting 

for snacks to fall from the palo verde tree.  
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Mike Brigantic 

6829 Century Street 

La Mesa 92119 

Installed: 2002 …  

Directions: From I-8:  

 Exit 70th St  S 

0.2 mi. Alvarado Rd.  R  

0.05 mi. 70th St.  R 

0.7 mi. Tower St.  R 

0.3  mi. 68th St.  R 

0.1 mi. Century St. 

 

Chaparral in the City 

Fifteen years of gradual do-it-yourself efforts have 

forged this unique urban oasis.  Among the wild lilacs 

and mallows in the front are two wonderful plants that 

are rare in nature and even rarer in gardens: copper-

leaf and spine-shrub.  The path that winds through the 

back yard leads past a collection of mature shrubs and 

trees that evoke the rugged hills.  Relax beneath the 

blue elderberry and enjoy this mimiature wilderness. 

Pick up your “Wild in Rolando” mini tour map 

here to see 3 more habitat gardens nearby  

Notes:  
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Hint of the High Country  (Saturday) 

Notes:  

Wanting to carry home a bit of the wonder they felt 

during trips to the eastern Sierras, the owners re-

placed their lawn with a palette of shrubs that pro-

vide year-round color and habitat they can enjoy in 

their own front yard.  The evergreen foundation pro-

vided by various manzanitas and wild lilacs sets off 

the smaller, showier plants that pop with color in the 

spring and summer.  In the back, native and other 

drought-tolerant species blend together to create a 

more intimate setting for outdoor dining or just en-

joying a verdant retreat.  

Yolanda Sidoti & Palmer Taskerud 

222 Pictor Lane 

El Cajon  92019 

Designer:   Greg  Rubin        

Installation:  2010 

Directions:  From I-8 

Exit 2nd St  S;  

 1.8 mi. R, 0.2 mi. E Main St. L 

0.1 mi. Melody Ln. R 

0.3 mi. Pictor Ln  L 

0.05 mi (222) 
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Rhapsody in Green 

Notes:  

Lilly and Steve Gloede 

11221 Canyon Park Dr. 

Santee  92071 

Designer:   Greg Rubin 

Directions: From  SR-52  

Exit Magnolia N 

0.5 mi. Woodside Ave.  R 

0.9 mi. Northcote Rd.  R 

O.4 mi. Canyon Park Dr  L 

0.05 mi. (11221) 

The soothing motley of greens and grays in the front 

yard garden provide year-round interest, with the vari-

eties of manzanita, wild lilac, and other shrubs ceding 

the eye’s attention to the smaller plants providing sea-

sonal color along the walkways.   With a dry stream-

bed traversing the site and an Engelmann oak growing 

in as the ultimate focal point, this is an idealized frag-

ment of chaparral set down in the suburbs.   

Tickled by this success, the owners are expanding their 

planting to the side yard – check out how  the coastal 

sage scrub plants hold off  erosion on the  steep slope.   
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Nick and Katie Basinski 

5846 Cowles Mtn Blvd 

La Mesa  91942 

Installed: 2010... 

Directions:  From I-8: 

Exit 70th St. N  

0.2 mi. Alvarado Rd. R 

0.05 mi Lake Murray Blvd  L 

1.3 mi. Cowles Mtn Blvd. 

0.3 mi. (5846) 

Echoes of Cowles Mountain 

Notes:  

Cowles Mountain, visible from this site, provided the 

inspiration for the original design with 40 chaparral 

species.  The owner continued to add new species, so 

now this small front yard boasts 60 native species, 

with 15 more natives succulents and cacti in pots.  The 

garden has proven itself as a great place for wildlife, 

attracting 40 species of birds and as well as ground-

nesting native bees.  The parking strip features a dry 

stream lined with desert willow.   

See how  a small space can provide a connection to 

nature for the owners and a source of beauty and in-

terest for the entire neighborhood.   
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Bringing Life to the Suburbs 

Notes:  

Lindsay Teunis 

9628 Hume Road 

Santee  92071 

Designer:   Ow ner  w ith 

RECON Native Plants support 

Installed:  2014... 

Directions:  From SR-125: 

Exit Mission Gorge Rd.  N, R 

1,o mi. Carlton Hills Blvd L 

 1.0 mi. Mast Blvd R 

0. mi.Hume Rd. R  

0.05 mi. (9628) 

This home illustrates the wave of change starting to 

spread across suburbia: natives in the front inspire the 

spread of more around the edges in back, until finally 

the back yard lawn itself goes.  In front, the ornamen-

tal fountain does double duty, nurturing visiting song 

birds and moisture-loving plants.  Around back, native 

grasses, succulents, and shrubs grow along the side 

wall in a mound. The patch of lawn in the back is in the 

process of being converted to buffalo grass -- a western 

U.S. (not California) native and a great solution when a 

child, three dogs, and several chickens are involved!  
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Eminence  Green 

Notes:  

Pamela Reeder 

6304 Lake Como Ave. 

San Diego  92119 

Designer:   John Nobel a nd 

Scott Reeder 

Installation: 2011—12 

Directions:  From I-8: 

See  steps 1—3 , p. 12  

1.2 mi. Cowles Mtn. Rd. R 

0.2 mi. Lake Adlon Dr. R  

6304 Lake Como Rd. 

This high-profile corner lot takes full advantage of 

its long, linear form and uphill slope to blazon the 

appeal of California native plants.   Specimen 

shrubs – buckwheats, lilacs, and sages – are 

framed by creative rock work and set in contrast to 

dramatic desert trees and succulents dotting the 

site.  Riparian shrubs along the new  dry stream inb 

the backyard are visible; as they grow out they will 

add further depth and color to accentuate this gre-

garious display.  
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Callie Mack and Phil Roullard 

8529 Jackie Drive 

San Diego 92119 

Designer:  Ow ners & K a y  

Stewart 

Installed: 1985... 

Directions: From SR-125: 
Exit Grossmont College Dr. W  

 0.1  mi. Highwood Dr.  L 

 0.2 mi. Lake Murray Blvd  L 

0.1 mi. Mulvaney Dr.  R 

 0.3 mi. Regner Rd.  R 

0.2 mi Jackie Dr... (8529) 

Home-Grown Exuberance 

Notes:  

This three-decade-old garden bursts with energy.  

Reflecting the interests and passions of the home-

owners over years of trial and error experimentation, 

this small lot is packed with 81 species of native 

plants.  This cheerful, visually arresting, wildlife-

friendly landscape is a real standout in this neighbor-

hood of 1960s tract homes.   

Of particular interest are natives growing in outdoor 

pots, a succulent collection of cacti and live-forevers, 

the huge Torrey pine and Shaw’s agave, and three 

wild native grape bowers.   
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Hillside Haven 

Notes:  

Margaret Matarese 

4428 Carmen Drive 

La Mesa  91941 

Designer:   Tr icia  Da ly  

Installed: 2014 

Directions:  FromSR-94: 

Exit Calavo Dr. N 

 0.2 mi. Madrid Way L 

0.05 mi. Calavo Dr.  R 

1.3 mi. Carmen Dr. R  0.1 

(4428) 

Note: Partial accessibility 

Life on a hilltop means gardening challenges.  Take 

a look at the plants along the edge of Carmen Drive 

struggling for a foothold in the steep cliff..  Then 

come inside to see how great some of these same 

species look with a handsome backdrop of stone 

work and a little bit of loving care.  When you’ve 

worked your way to the top fo the garden, you’ll de-

serve to relax under the pergola festooned with a 

native grape vine and imagine the whole hillside 

covered in the same beautiful array of native plants 

displayed below you.   
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4905 Mt. Helix Drive 

La Mesa  91941 

Restoration:  since  2013   

Directions: From  I-8:  

Exit Fuerte Dr.  S 

0.4 mi. Fuerte Dr.  R 

1.1 mi. Mt. Helix Dr.  R 

0.2 mi. Vivera Dr.  L to  

 Parking for shuttle ( 11—2:30)  

OR:  —>0.8 mi. to top  

Note: Trail is not full access.   

 

Mt. Helix: Crown Jewel of East County  (Saturday ) 

Notes:  

Parking is limited in the Park.  During lunch time (11 

-2) park in the lot at Vivera Dr. off Mt. Helix Dr. and 

take a shuttle to the top.  Enjoy lunch and a 360 de-

gree view from the top of Mt. Helix.  Chat with rep-

resentatives from CNPS, Mt. Helix Park, and select-

ed sponsors in the historic amphitheater.    

The 1/4 mi. Yawkey Trail starts and ends at the am-

phitheater.  Mt. Helix Garden Party volunteers are 

restoring the native vegetation and will be stationed 

along the trail to share their progress and point out 

special plants.   
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Land and Lagoon 

Notes:  

Judie and Jeff Lincer 

9251 Golondrina Dr. 

La Mesa, CA, 91941 

Designer:  Ow ners/ CNPS  

Garden Committee 

Installation:  2006/ 2014 

Directions: From SR-125: 

Exit Grossmont Blvd. S 

 0.3 mi. Grossmont Blvd  L 

0.1 mi. Bancroft Dr.  R 

0.7 mi. Golondrina Dr.  L 

0.2 mi. (9251) 

Working with sun and shade patterns, the front gar-

den transitions from desert species along a dry 

stream bed to a chaparral mix near the house.  The 

chaparral shrubs  provide a solid base of year-round 

color that complement the dramatic desert species.    

The back yard is in transition to natives, but one big 

change has already taken place – from pool to 

pond!  Now koi swim, dragonflies hover, frogs croak, 

and egrets, herons and osprey occasionally stop at 

this unique backyard habitat.    
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Neighborly Natives (Saturday) 

Notes:  

Paula and David Block 

4924 Vista Arroyo  

La Mesa, CA, 91941 

Designer:  Elia na  Uretsky  

Installed: 2009– 2010 

Directions:  From  I-8:  

Exit Fuerte Dr.  S 

0.4 mi. Fuerte Dr.  R 

1.1 mi. Mt. Helix Dr.  R 

0.2 mi. Vivera Dr.   R  

0.1 mil Vista Arroyo  R  

0.1 mi.  (4924) 

This earthy, lush, and welcoming garden emphasizes Cali-

fornia natives and edibles, interspersed with plants from 

the southwest and Mediterranean climates.  Catalina cher-

ry hobnobs with mulberries and fruit trees in the orchard, 

while natives  and roses mingle off the back patio.  

Continue past the live oak to the hillside where native 

shrubs prevent erosion and feed birds and insects. This 

cozy landscape that delights both the owners and the 

many neighborhood walkers.  Native plants make good 

neighbors, both in the garden and in the community.  


