
Fall Workshop 2018 Survey Results: Attendees 
 

Questions written by Judie Lincer & Joseph Sochor 
Survey administered by Joseph Sochor 

172 invitations sent via email, 89 responses received 
 

Here is another way to read the survey results online: 
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Are there any topics that you would like to see addressed in a future 

workshop? 
 

• More on specifics of design 
• Soil treatment/supplementation 
• Starting California natives from seeds or cuttings 
• The talks seemed to cover everything I wanted to hear! 
• Native garden design basics. 
• Perhaps some hands on pruning demonstrations, as well as planting demonstrations. There is 

nothing like seeing it in action 
• This is not so much a "topic" as a suggestion about format. Often workshops include "breakout 

sessions" in the afternoon, so that attendees can work in small groups to address topics of 
particular interest to them. I don't have any particular insight into logistics for this - perhaps a few 
30-minute sessions so that people could rotate to different topics, followed up with the panel 
discussion, which then might address questions that came up repeatedly or maybe didn't come 
up at all, but the presenters think they are important. Another advantage of breakout groups is 
that people can get to know one another, exchange contact info, etc. a little easier. *For example, 
I have something in my 'garden' that I can't identify, and I had thought about asking someone at 
the workshop for help - both to identify it and to get advice on caring for it (or eliminating it). 

• More permaculture information from Diane Kennedy  
• On going in depth discussion regarding native plant genus. Each year pick a different genus, 

discuss different species and their growth habit, bloom season, integration with other natives and 
have example plants for show and tell. Good info for new native plant lovers, would take about 20 
- 30 minutes. 

• Basic soil preparation, especially for previously "scraped" areas 
• Rainwater harvesting 



• What can we plant that rabbits, squirrels and/or gophers won't destroy? How can we detour 
them? Besides natives, I've succeeded with Mexican Sage, Indian Hawthorn, Oleander, 
Geraniums, Dusty Miller and a few others. They'll leave certain plants alone until summer when 
the pickings of natives get slim & mine looks tastier! Kept fenced, my Plumbago, Sweet Broom, 
Potato vine and Bougainvillea hang in there... BUT, I WANT MORE!  

• I had thought we would have pull out groups to address my interest in learning the plants, time to 
design a garden 

• How to integrate vegetables and fruits with the native plants  
• Very interested in Dennis Mudd's horizontal water movement concept. Also, a short presentation 

to encourage active participation in invasive species removal in native areas. Thank you :+) 
• Fog harvesting, especially for establishing plants on slopes. Monthly maintenance, as in pruning 

guidelines, for shrubs.  
• Loved the topics this year, not sure where to go next... 
• More on actual garden design. 
• More detail and timeline best for seasonal pruning or deadheading various types of natives; how 

to; how to achieve the architectural forms of manzanitas 2-3 years in ground. 
• Residential gardens with drought-tolerant non-natives mixed with natives, modification to existing 

drip systems that don't require a full scale redesign. Most of us can't afford it 
• A STEP BY STEP PROCEDURE 
• I left at noon for a funeral so I would like an opportunity to see the last two presentations. 
• 1 Keeping natives alive in pots for one year. 2 What native plants to combine artistically in the 

landscape and possible combination with drought non native plants 
• Actual photos will instructions and plant identification for various garden placements. 
• Coming from a position of ignorance, all I would do is muddy the waters. The wisdom of Going 

Native is sinking in like November rain. 
• Won't be attending future workshops  
• Plant communities   
• I think that the basics were covered beautifully. 
• More detail on irrigation methods and equipment. I'd also like to see defensible space (fire 

preparedness) and native gardens addressed. 
• Would like some more practical input with examples and schedule for pruning -i.e. how to 

deadhead, timing, etc. Goal is more on what plants can be pruned for promoting bushiness, 
flowering etc. and not traditional English pruning for formal shapes. 

• Maintenance and how to identify when things are going wrong. 
• Talking about actual plants ... maybe panel with 6-8 of their favorite plants ... actual plant with 

them. 
• Overall, I liked the workshop, and learned many things. However, I still feel overwhelmed and not 

certain how to make sure my dead lawn/weed infestation will not come back to haunt me when I 
plant natives. I learned how to find natives for my area, but I don’t know how to make them into a 
cohesive attractive design. I learned how to find ones to attract wildlife, but I’m afraid I’ll end up 
with a jumble of plants that don’t look nice together. I would like some sample photos/handouts of 
design plans of natives that look good together. I’d would’ve liked better info how to prep my yard 
and deal with irrigation set-up. I won’t have time to hand water everything. I’d like DIY details 
since I don’t know how to do it. I know that’s not native plant info, but for some reason I thought 
that would be discussed since it’s necessary before planting natives. I’m trying to redo my 
landscape myself because of a small budget, but I’m concerned I won’t get the set-up right. 
Maybe a handout or website address for how to do the prep could address the issue without your 
having to devote a bunch of time on it. Thank you for the workshop.  

• A smaller workshop where we can work on an actual design of our garden, with drawing, planting 
plans and how to plant native together as a whole structure, to avoid common mistakes, the 
plants that cannot bear to be one next to another, etc. 

• More specifics about maintenance for those of us who already have some natives planted 
perhaps with photos.  

• More on clay soils. Also zones between coastal & chaparral overlap. 
• I think a specific example from start to finish would be very helpful, especially to communicate 

how to make decisions at each stage 



• Any plants that are most commonly found difficult to grow, and what they might require (possible 
panel question) 

• Beneficial Insects 
• Where you can get natives 
• More on the actual design of a native garden and what plants go well together. More on growing 

and planting wild flowers specifically.  
• Transitioning existing irrigation systems to natives.  
• Propagation by seed and cuttings.  
• More on design 
• Need some of those PowerPoints or parts of them to reinforce what we learned! 
• How to incorporate new plants into an existing irrigated landscape without killing one or the other 
• Propagating and seeds. 
• More of the same. I would like to know more about the best time for planting natives of each 

variety and locations 
• Maybe address large and small space gardens, like what to do if you have just a tiny backyard or 

if you have an acre or two. 
• I wished there was more information on actual design principles. There were a few snippets here 

and there, but I could have used an entire presentation devoted to making design decisions. 
Swales were very briefly covered - how specifically should we incorporate them? How should we 
balance shrubs and herbs? How should garden pathways balance with open space? The 
answers to these types of nuts and bolts questions would get me closer to actually planting.  

• Hmmm, with the title billed as 'Native Plant Design' I was hoping for a bit more nuts & bolts of the 
actual design process.... perhaps the top 10 'rules' of basic landscape DESIGN. I know all 
gardens are different but the design process was not really addressed sufficiently. Also, it seems 
that a native garden is always shown as a very wild and natural place. I would like to have seen 
pictures and heard addressed some gardens that have a mix of natives and exotics and maybe 
'non-wild' looking gardens... a bit more formal. Does this make sense? 

• More specific instruction of putting in pioneer plants to establish the mycorrhyza in the soil. 
• Step by step plan to go from now to native  
• I think the seminar talks were very interesting and the speakers were very funny too. I wish that 

there was more tone for questions. 1 hour is not really enough time for anything other than an 
overview. I still have many questions that are not answered and can’t get from books. It was a 
great idea to have a panel consisting of experienced gardeners with different viewpoints. 

• Wish there was time for questions  
• State of Scientific data/evidence for current native plant practices (irrigation e.g.) and what still 

need to be validated Scientific literacy for native plant gardeners’ common pests and diseases for 
native plants (phythophtora, root fungus) 

 

 



 
• Everyone was delightful -- a beautiful day! 
• Everyone was very gracious and helpful. 
• Seemed to work seamlessly from casual observation 
• This was my first time attending CNPS event. I was very impressed! 
• A+ Not enough toilets, though.  
• I enjoyed the format and location. Really enjoyed having the nurseries bring some plants as well. 

8 minutes between presentations was tricky, maybe 2 back to back then longer break? 
• Everyone was kind and helpful, and I'm always amazed that Judie is ALWAYS smiling! 
• Need to plan for more restrooms 
• Super 
• Very grateful to use extra chairs (those seats! AWFUL) 
• Everybody was very nice and helpful, great job team! 
• Everyone was super nice 
• Of course, more restrooms. But still beautiful site.  
• Joseph was very helpful with registration and equally helpful on follow up request 
• The staff was very helpful. 
• Perhaps more staff working at the book table. I felt like the poor lady was over whelmed and 

waiting to pay for a book took up a lot of the limited break time. The staff and volunteers were all 
wonderful!  

• They were very helpful, enthusiastic and friendly.  
• Very 
• What great volunteers - helpful, cheerful, knowledgeable  
• Need more signage to find site of conference 
• A bigger venue to accommodate more people 
• Super accommodating, even with my little baby there. I really appreciate it! 
• A bit confusing as to the plant purchasing process. I did not appreciate having to be charged 

multiple times for plant purchases. I made an initial purchase @ about 8:30 a.m. & then after 
hearing some talks wanted to add a plant at a break and then at lunch but don't want to keep 
charging on my card. Why couldn't we collect plants all morning and close out at lunch?  

• Extremely helpful 
• More bathrooms 
• They worked relentlessly to make sure everything ran smoothly! 
 

 



 
• No new info. Didn't really address my concerns  
• Please do not use this venue again. It was too small and crowded for the number of attendees. 

The bathroom situation is ridiculous. Scripps should probably stop renting out this space until it 
has been renovated. The lack of parking on-site is also a major drawback, especially for anyone 
who bought plants. Scripps should stop renting out this space until it has been renovated.  

• I really appreciated the increased emphasis on habitat gardening and using local natives 
• First time, didn't know what to expect - but it was great 

 
 

 
• Garden Club 
• San Diego Union Tribune 
• Looked for SD CNPS resources 
• My wife, I think 
• Union Tribune 
• volunteering for CA State Parks Foundation  
• Passed on from La Jolla Village Garden Club 
• Moosa Creek newsletter 
• Notice in my local newspaper 
• Apld 
• Wife the treasurer 
• VGCLJ forwarded notice to members.  
• Tree of Life newsletter 



• Local newspaper  

 

This answer option was mistakenly listed as a comment field rather than a No-Yes 
selection with a comment option. No survey taker listed that they had any problem 
registering so comments were all in the No category. 

 
 

• It might be helpful to have the itinerary available when registering…maybe even have registrants 
save it to save on paper.  

• The information on the location of the workshop was confusing. 
• Might be better to hold in somewhere where there is better access and parking 
• Exceedingly well-planned and thought-out in this respect. 
• The advance parking information was especially helpful 
• Very well done 
• Especially appreciated the parking info. 
• Last minute and confusing info about parking  
• Mostly, but I expected to see more photos and plant names in combinations that looked good 

together to help in the design process.  
• Needed a few more signs pointing towards where the workshop was being held. I came from 

south and there needed to be a sign on the corner by the light. A nice couple out for a walk was 
able to direct me because they had passed the signs coming from the north. 

• Great emails  
• Difficult to open map and print, could be me but others couldn't as well print the map. Difficult for 

parking. 
• Well done on the instructions and event details! 
• I was expecting a handout with notes / presos from the presenters... disappointed to not receive 
• Not really, it wasn’t clear nor were the instructions on the actual address of the building. 
• Right down to the parking map! 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• More time for Q&A. 
• More bathroom availability would be good. 
• The theater was not the best & the restroom situation was difficult to work with - took too much 

time to get to one. Also, Greg & Lucy's slides were really difficult to see due to the white font over 
a light grey mask over a plant picture. Needed a different background and a dark color for the 
font. One more thing...during the panel discussion, it was very difficult to hear the questions from 
the audience. The facilitator should always repeat each question so the audience can hear it & for 
clarity. 

• One bathroom! No a/c for two hours! Very crowded venue! I ended up paying $24.00 for 
parking!!! But lunch on the beach! Great speakers! 

• The air conditioning was a problem and the venue hard to get to if you have trouble walking. Also 
not enough bathrooms. Not a very comfortable venue. 

• Bring in some port a potties. 
• More panel time? 
• Repeating suggestion in question 4: This is not so much a "topic" as a suggestion about format. 

Often workshops include "breakout sessions" in the afternoon, so that attendees can work in 
small groups to address topics of particular interest to them. I don't have any particular insight into 
logistics for this - perhaps a few 30-minute sessions so that people could rotate to different topics, 
followed up with the panel discussion, which then might address questions that came up 
repeatedly or maybe didn't come up at all, but the presenters think they are important. Another 
advantage of breakout groups is that people can get to know one another, exchange contact info, 
etc. a little easier. *For example, I have something in my 'garden' that I can't identify, and I had 
thought about asking someone at the workshop for help - both to identify it and to get advice on 
caring for it (or eliminating it). 

• If you use this location again please rent some portapotties for the event!!!! Was not thrilled with 
parking situation. Difficult for me to walk up even slight inclines and declines but do not qualify for 
a handicap sign 

• The campus was a great site with the exception of the limited restroom facilities. 
• Better bathrooms- but I sure you have heard that a number of times. 
• Allow more time for questions. Possibly allow people to ask questions online before the event and 

try to cover as much as possible in regards to the questions   
• Bathrooms were a real problem. Parking and walking was a challenge as well. I think a new 

venue is in order. 
• I liked starting with Mike Evans. I get a little discouraged this time of year, everything is dry and 

plants are struggling, but Mike helped make it okay. Just enjoy my plants and yard. I liked being 
near the ocean (I live in Ramona) and the site was beautiful, but the building itself had issues that 
you already know of (bathrooms, a/c) and parking was a bit of a pain. I wished that the outside 
things were a bit more spread out - everything was crammed together, the bathrooms, auditorium 
entrance, books, seeds, plants... it was awkward and too crowded. Other than that, it was a the 
best CNPSSD symposium I've been to! All of the speakers were excellent, and I gained 
something from each of them. It was interesting and informative, and well laid out. The panel of 
speakers was a good idea too. Of course everyone could use more time. I liked having one 
agenda of speakers, and not having to choose between 2 breakout sessions. Taking questions 
from the audience can be a bit risky. Thanks to everyone for the hard work of putting it together 
and making it so successful. Every year I look forward to the symposium and the tour! 

• Only suggestion- present in a more wild, native space. La Jolla is nice, but exotic and urban.  



• This was my first event... It seems the presenters were thrilled on the attendance & the venue 
was full. So, you may need either a new larger indoor auditorium or an additional workshop day 
for next time  

• Less sitting in a lecture format 
• It would be nice to have PDFs of the presentations (when presenter is ok with it) be made 

available to attendees afterwards. Other organizations I have belonged too will sometimes have a 
password protected link when the PDFs are able to be downloaded. I would find that useful  

• The question and answer panel of "lay persons" was not helpful as they each shared what they 
did in their own particular gardens and had a lot of the disparate view points which were 
confusing. I thought it took away valuable time from Greg Rubin and partner.  

• Iced tea at lunch! 
• The food was improved, but the bathroom situation was worse than usual. 
• (Difficult to leave without everyone getting up). 
• LOVED all the speakers. The only part I found boring was the panel discussion. It didn't have 

much structure - a lot of talk, but not a lot of useful information. Maybe you could have had people 
fill out questions at lunch and then have a moderator pick the questions most useful for the most 
number of people. It also would have been better at the very end.  

• Location with better restroom facilities 
• Find a venue with better parking and access 
• A venue with better parking, i.e. school theater. 
• Only ongoing issues with the location is the lack of adequate bathroom facilities for the number of 

people attending and the difficulty in finding adequate and legal parking. The trade-off is a very 
nice location.  

• To attract people to buy into landscaping with native plants can not focus to use solely natives.  
• Don't include an ad for Moosa nursery prior to lunch. 
• Location. Beautiful but I have disability. The walk with hiking poles from the parking lot was 

pleasant, if slow. 
• Terrible venue. No air conditioning. Too few restrooms. Inadequate parking  
• If you upgrade the facility and bathroom situation, you will get a lot more people coming 
• The day ran smoothly and all the volunteers were super. 
• I came to the workshop with a pretty clear understanding of the area I need to plant. I'd hoped to 

come away from the workshop with a shopping list of plants and irrigation equipment, but that 
didn't quite happen.  

• Would like some more examples of composition of gardens, i.e. planting plans, spacing, before 
and after. One of the biggest comments I took away from Lucy and Greg’s talk was using ratio of 
75% evergreen to 25% flowering 

• Allow more time for rest room breaks. Provide more chairs for lunch break. 
• Restroom facilities were inadequate for the number of participants. 
• More specific examples of landscapes by the coast, inland, etc. and why they work  
• Thought the venue was great ... hope for another one 
• Already mentioned the workshop topics. More bathrooms would be helpful. The A/C problem 

wasn’t your fault, but it was uncomfortably warm.  
• Bathroom line but that was already addressed! 
• I’d like to see more gender balance among the speakers; suggest increasing the time for the 

panel and reducing the talks to 30 min which might encourage the speakers to focus effectively; 
consider pre-viewing the presentations to edit with eye towards fulfilling the workshop goals of 
communicating design, installation and maintenance effectively 

• The panel was interesting, but needed more time and/or time and topic management to cover 
some things 

• Option to bring own lunch instead of paying for lunch. 2. Panel of experts is a less useful format 
than the lectures. 

• I thought it was super. 
• A little better signage. Need a venue with more bathrooms. Keep on a time schedule. The breaks 

were for 8 minutes but kept stretching into 20. 
• I always enjoy this event.  You all have it so well organized and it runs smooth as silk.  The 

presenters are great, the attendees are all taking notes so you know they are learning and 



inspired.  I was a little "under the weather" this year so did not stay after lunch, came home with 
several plants, especially pleased with the 4 ft. fern leaf Ironwood and we are clearing a space for 
it next to the house. My thanks to you and everyone who helped put the event together. I plan to 
attend next year and may bring some friends this time. 


