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A warm welcome to all who are joining us for the 2018 California 
Native Garden Fall Workshop! Thank you for participating today 
as we learn from professionals and experts in the field and have a 
chance to engage with other native plant enthusiasts. This year we 
have developed a comprehensive series of presentations that we 
hope will catapult you into the ready-set-go mode of creating and 
planting a native garden.

We will begin the day with Mike Evans delivering a keynote speech 
on what you will see happen once you plant a California native 
garden. This is a glimpse into the future as you become attuned to 
your own personal natural garden and the reciprocal relationship 
and benefits that are fostered in the process. Clayton Tschudy will 
then talk to us about the planning and design of a native garden. 
Dennis Mudd will show us how to go about selecting plants that are 
appropriate for your designs and for your personal geographical 
area. After lunch, a moderated panel will talk about and answer 
numerous questions on the basics of installation. And the day will 
finish with Lucy Warren and Greg Rubin providing insight on how 
to care for, address problems, and optimize one’s garden over time.

A California native landscape helps sustain the environment 
through less water usage and provides critical food and habitat for 
wildlife and the insect kingdom to maintain healthy ecosystems. 
Also, we must say, the diversity and uniqueness of the plants can 
be quite stunning! Even though a number of plants are summer-
dormant, planned properly, you can enjoy  beauty year-round  
in your native garden.

The California Native Plant Society-San Diego Chapter also wants 
to thank you for being a part of their mission to “conserve California 
native plants and their natural habitats and increase understanding, 
appreciation, and horticultural use of native plants”. We trust you 
will share what you learn today with others. Together we will create 
a beneficial environment for all species. 

We invite you now to enjoy the workshop  
and celebrate California native landscapes with us! 

Judie Lincer and Joseph Sochor  
Fall Native Gardening Workshop Co-Directors

MESSAGE  
from the Co-Directors
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Photograph by TN Terra

SAN DIEGO'S
Native Plant Nursery

Over 350 Native Species  
and Cultivars. For Restoration, 
Landscaping and Gardening.

moosacreeknursery.com
760-749-3216

SOLD AT LOCAL GARDEN CENTERS AND ONLINE
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Documents for todays workshop 
can be found at: www.cnpssd.org/fw18-documents

8:15 am 

REGISTRATION & BREAKFAST 
Coffee and Muffins. Plants, Books, and Seeds for Sale

9:00 am  
Keynote Address: A Walk Through 
Your Natural Garden 
Mike Evans

10:00 am   
Native Garden Design: Nuts & Bolts 
Clayton Tschudy

11:00 am   
Native Plant Selection For Your Garden:  
The Nature Restoration Approach 
Dennis Mudd 

12:00 pm 

LUNCH 
Plant Sales Continue Until 1 pm

1:00 pm 

Installation: The Fundamentals of  
Planting, Watering & Mulching 
Expert Panel 

2:15 pm 
Your Native Garden: Care & Maintenance 
Lucy Warren and Greg Rubin

ITINERARY
Thank you for  

helping make this a 
sustainable event!
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California Native Plant Society
California has more native plants than any other state in the nation, and a third of those are found 
nowhere else on Earth! These facts make California a global biodiversity hotspot, one that needs  
our help today more than ever.

CNPS is a leader in California's conservation movement as the authoritative voice for native plants. 
Why plants? Because plants are habitat -- literally providing the food, shelter, and resources we need 
to survive. CNPS volunteers and programs bring plants back from the verge of extinction, save public 
lands, and beautify our communities with gardens that conserve water and support wildlife.

Join at the  

BOOKS & SEEDS TABLE
or online at:

CNPSSD.ORG
When you join CNPS, you're invited to join your local chapter,  
where you can attend expert presentations, volunteer for nearby 
projects, and make a difference in your community. You'll also 
receive special discounts and benefits from participating vendors 
and publications as a way to thank you for supporting  
California's Native Plants!

EVERY
MEMBER

makes this important 
work possible.

Plants from  
MOOSA CREEK NURSERY
& TREE OF LIFE NURSERY 

ON SALE
As well as....  
BOOKS & SEEDS  
During Lunch and  
Between Sessions
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A Walk Through Your Natural Garden 

There are many reasons to plant California native plants.  
We hear a lot about practical matters such as water conservation, 
low maintenance, and saving money. But the real reason most 
people plant native plants is because they want a natural garden, 
and they want “Nature,” tidied up, tamed, and tended right outside 
their door. They want an every day connection to their immediate 
outdoor space so they can be continually reminded of the abundant 
beauty of natural California. 

This talk will focus on the reciprocal relationship we build with our 
natural gardens, and the benefits available to all, including you, the 
birds, butterflies, pollinators, beneficial insects, lizards, and every 
critter great and small. And, oh yeah, your garden will save water, 
labor and money too.

Mike Evans - President Tree of Life Nursery 
Mike Evans was born and raised in Southern California and 
demonstrated an early love for the outdoors. He worked with several 
nurseries, both retail and wholesale, before establishing Tree of 
Life Nursery in 1976. The nursery specializes in native California 
plants and supports a style of authentic horticulture, specifically the 
concept of appropriate landscaping with native plants.

Mike is affiliated with numerous conservation, horticultural,  
and botanical organizations. He has served as past president  
of the Western Region of International Plant Propagators Society 
and of the California Society for Ecological Restoration. Mike is a 
leader in water conservation efforts and was a founding member of 
the Xeriscape Committee in the 1980's. Both Mike Evans and Tree of 
Life Nursery have earned numerous awards for their work in native 
plant horticulture.

9am

KEYNOTE
ADDRESS

by: Mike Evans
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Nuts & Bolts 

In this session learn the basics of native plant gardening for 
the Southern California region. Plant community based design 
theory will be provided for background, as well as all the practical 
gardening knowledge on soil treatment, irrigation, and proper plant 
selection. Attendees will leave the session with the resources they 
need to design their own successful native garden. Professionals will 
be provided with specialist tools for deepening their understanding 
of local natural resources. 

Clayton Tschudy - Owner of Tschudy Ecological Designs 
Clayton Tschudy is a botanist and has practiced sustainable 
landscape design for over 20 years throughout California. Through 
his company CJT Ecologics, he specializes in water conservation, 
restoration, and habitat garden designs. He consults with 
numerous organizations including the City of San Diego, Friends 
of Balboa Park, City of Chula Vista, the Port of San Diego, San 
Diego Canyonlands, Tree San Diego, the Irvine Company, and 
others. Mr. Tschudy was the Director of Horticulture for the Water 
Conservation Garden at Cuyamaca College from 2013 through 2017. 
Currently he is the Chair of the Wildlife Advisory Group, consulting 
on natural resource management for the Chula Vista Bayfront for 
the Port of San Diego and the City of Chula Vista. 

10am

NATIVE 
GARDEN 
DESIGN  

by: Clayton Tschudy 
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The Nature Restoration Approach 

My presentation is focused on helping people figure out which 
plants naturally belong in the different locations of their garden. 
Plants that naturally belong in a particular spot tend to be healthier, 
longer-lived, and do a better job of supporting indigenous insects, 
birds and other animal life.  We’ll discuss how people can choose 
plants that not only belong in their garden's geographic location, 
but also in the sun exposure, topology, soil type, and overall soil 
moisture level of the spot they are planting. We’ll also demonstrate 
how the Calscape web site can help people choose plants that 
restore nature and also fit with their desired garden design.

Dennis Mudd - President Tree of Life Nursery 
Dennis Mudd is a self-taught native plant enthusiast who founded 
Calscape in 2010 with the goal of enabling small scale nature 
restoration efforts in California. The site is primarily focused on 
showing homeowners which plants are likely native to any location 
in the state, and helping them figure out ones they want, where to 
buy them and how to grow them. Mudd donated Calscape to the 
California Native Plant Society in 2014, and is currently leading 
development of the site in partnership with CNPS and the Jepson 
eFlora group at UC Berkeley. The site is now approaching one 
million unique users per year.

Mudd is also currently the co-director of the Smart Food Foundation, 
a non-profit that provides healthy food, cooking and nutrition 
education to low income communities in San Diego, and an avid 
mountain biker on the UC Cyclery racing team. Previously, Dennis 
was the co-founder and CEO of the digital music companies Slacker 
and Musicmatch. His native garden in Poway won San Diego Home 
and Garden’s Garden of the Year Award in 2012.  

11am

NATIVE 
PLANT 

SELECTION 
FOR YOUR 

GARDEN  
by: Dennis Mudd 
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INSTALLATION: The Fundamentals of 
Planting, Watering and Mulching 

Proper installation is essential. The session will begin with some 
moderated questions curated from past workshops and then open 
up to an extended period of questions from the audience. 

Mike Gonzales - Natural Resources Project Manager 
Mike became a member of CNPS-San Diego over 28 years ago.  
His journey over the years took him from filling in patches of ice plant  
in the front and rear yards of his home to learning the ins-and-outs of 
proper planting and watering of native plants, to working with various 
restoration projects, to his most recent venture of the last 5 years-
being a CNPS-San Diego representative to the San Diego Pollinator 
Alliance. With the Alliance, he helped to create the Pollinator Pathway 
Exhibit at the San Diego County Fair, which provides a hands-on 
learning experience about how people can assist Monarchs and other 
pollinators by taking simple conservation-related actions.

Lee Gordon - CNPS-San Diego Writer and Committee Champion 
of Gardening and Propagation best practices 
Lee Gordon is a PhD oceanographer who has taken an interest 
in germination and propagation of native plants. A problematic 
weed infested brush management zone next to his home became 
an opportunity to reestablish attractive indigenous native plants 
including trees, shrubs, perennials and annuals. It has taken some 
research to find ways to propagate local indigenous plants. Lee has 
discovered how to propagate Mission Manzanita from seed, which 
Lee grows for the CNPS plant sale and restoration projects. Lee has 
started a project to study methods for creating wildflower meadows. 
Lee also has a project under the auspices of the City of San Diego 
to study methods to increase populations of the San Diego Willowy 
Mint, a rare and endangered species.

1pm
EXPERT 

PANEL 
moderated by Clayton Tschudy
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Diane Kennedy - Founder, Finch Frolic Garden Permaculture
Diane Kennedy founded Finch Frolic Garden Permaculture in 
2011. She and her daughter Miranda give classes in regenerative 
practices in and out of their food forest in Fallbrook, hold lectures, 
workshops and consults. Published in both fiction and non-fiction, 
she has blogged about permaculture for eight years at vegetariat.
com and writes Creekside Chat for the Moosa Creek Native Plant 
Nursery's newsletter. Diane has also worked as a San Diego County 
Senior Park Ranger, a middle-school librarian and a San Diego 
Safari Park guide. Diane also volunteers for the Fallbrook Land 
Conservancy's Native Plant Restoration Team and Friends of the 
Fallbrook Library's bookstore. Diane believes that permaculture 
practices and the widespread use of native plants can regenerate 
our ecosystems.

Don Rideout - Co-Founder and Past President, Anza-Borrego 
Desert Botany Society and Plant Selection Editor, Calscape.com  
Don Rideout has been a member of CNPS since the early 1990’s. 
Volunteered with CNPS on various projects, including the annual 
Plant Sale and Garden Native Tour. He assisted Dennis Mudd with 
plant descriptions for the Calscape website. In 2014 his home garden 
in Encinitas was on the CNPS tour. In addition to his work with 
CNPS, he helped start the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park Botany 
Society in 2008. The Botany Society assists the park in conserving 
its rich botanical resources.
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Care & Maintenance 
 

You've successfully planted your native landscape garden,  
now the real fun begins. Native landscapes are about as 
maintenance-free as you can get, but they still require  
some attention. The session will include: 
• What, when and how to prune natives
• How to tell if your plant is dead or just dormant
• The importance of hydrating a native landscape
• Controlling Argentine ants and other insects
• Controlling vertebrate pests
• Weed management
• Disease control

LUCY WARREN, a Virginia native, transplanted to California in 
early adulthood. With a Masters in Marketing, her first career in 
marketing research aided decision making with and for major 
corporations. Long fascinated with plants and horticulture, she is a 
former editor of California Garden magazine, wrote feature articles 
and a gardening column on edible plants for the San Diego Union 
Tribune, as well as other gardening publications. 

GREG RUBIN, President and Founder of California’s Own Native 
Landscape Design, Inc. is a licensed landscape contractor who has 
been working with California native plants since 1985. By 1993,  
Greg was able to transition out of his career as an aerospace 
engineer to devote all of his time to his successful and unusual 
landscaping business. His company has designed over 700 
residential, commercial, and institutional native landscapes in 
Southern California. 

2:15pm

YOUR 
NATIVE 

GARDEN 
by: Lucy Warren  

& Greg Rubin 
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Program Printed By  
Copy-It 
For Affordable, Quality Printing

Program Design By  
andreafoglia.com, L.L.C. 
For All Your Graphic & Web Design Needs

To All of Our Speakers & Volunteers

CNPS-San Diego  
Garden Committee 

Steve Miller 
Liaison & Tech Support

Connie di Girolamo 
CNPS-San Diego Board Member

All attendees for recognizing  
the importance and benefits  
of planting natives and sharing 
the concept with others...

SPECIAL
THANKS 

GET SOCIAL WITH CNPS-SD
Search: CNPSSD and Garden Native...

Photograph by  
Veronica Bowers



CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 
2707 K Street, Suite 1 
Sacramento, CA  95816 
www.cnps.org

SAN DIEGO CHAPTER CNPS-SAN DIEGO 
C/O San Diego Natural History Museum 
P.O. Box 121390 
San Diego, CA  92112 
www.cnpssd.org

THANK 
YOU

To Our Generous 
Sponsors 
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