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Application Form 

Community Group Name:  California Native Plant Society, San Diego Chapter    

President/ Chairperson of Community Group:  Bobbie Stephenson 

Community Group or Chairperson Address: 

C/O San Diego Natural History Museum, P.O. Box 121390, San Diego, CA 92112-1390 

Phone Number:   619-269-0055      Fax Number:  N/A 

 
Name of Contact Person for the Grant:  Mike Gonzales 

 

Phone Number:   760-917-7082       Fax Number:  N/A 

 

Email:   programs@cnpssd.org    

 

 

 
Date:   8-19-16       

 
Submittal Requirements and Deadlines 

 

1. Application Form and Project Summary must be typed and complete. 

2. Letters of Recommendation: Provide two (2) letters of recommendation from city/county 

officials, community leaders, business people in the community or other project proponents that 

demonstrate the need and support of the project. 

3. Non-Profit Status: Submit a copy of the community group's proof of IRS non-profit status. 

4. Provide one (1) PDF file of the application form, project summary, letters of recommendation 

and proof of nonprofit status, or ten (10) hard copies.   (PDF submittals are strongly encouraged.) 

5. All submittals must be emailed to aslasd@sbcglobal.net or mailed (disk or hardcopies) to ASLA/San Diego 

Chapter, 

6. 1050 Rosecrans St, Ste B, San Diego, CA 92106 on or before August 19, 2016. 

7. All submittals must be submitted in full and postmarked no later than the deadline indicated.  

1ncomplete submittals or those postmarked after the deadline will not be considered. 

8. If you have questions concerning the grant application contact Jennifer Webster at 

530.737.3207 or the ASLA San Diego Chapter Office at 619-283-8818 

9. Grant awardees must submit an update and digital images on the progress of the project by May 1, 

2017 and final images and report no later than December 1, 2017 (images may be used by ASLA 
San Diego on its website and in publications). 

Contact us at aslasd@ sbcglobal.net if you need an application package (Word Doc) emailed to you 

Or you may print the application from our website at www.asla-sandiego.org/ 

NOTE: Any of the above submittal requirements not included in the grant application are cause for rejection.  

The submission of photos. or plans is encouraged with the application, but not required. 
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2017 ASLA San Diego Community Grant 

Letter of Recommendation from Greg Rubin, California’s 

Own Native Landscape Design, Inc. for 

Cabrillo National Monument Headquarters 

Native Landscape Project 

 

Dear ASLA Community Grant Committee, 

The Cabrillo National Monument headquarters, located at the tip of Point Loma and encompassing the nationally famous 

Old Point Loma Lighthouse, is sorely in need of a landscape facelift. It is an important historical park and San Diego icon 

that is a must-see destination for tens of thousands of visitors each year.  The headquarters/visitor’s center needs a 

landscape worthy of this stature.  Well-intentioned but underfunded individual remedial attempts over nearly 50 years have 

resulted in a disjointed and dated landscape that is increasingly falling into a state of disrepair.  

Wanting to improve the public image of this important institution (and first impression to many out of town visitors), Chief 

Ranger Dr. Keith Lombardo contacted myself and the local San Diego chapter of the California Native Plant Society 

(CNPSSD) for assistance in re-habilitating this tired landscape. A licensed native landscape design/build contractor in 

business since 1993 with over 700 native landscapes to date, I’ve written two bestselling books on native landscaping and 

numerous articles. 

Dr. Lombardo’s hope is to achieve aesthetic appeal, low maintenance, drought tolerance, and educational value by using 

plants native to the monument location. An additional goal was to utilize as many native plants as possible already being 

grown in their own nursery. A design charrette was conducted where most of the basic landscape plants and infrastructure 

were established, and we will be receiving further assistance from landscape architect and CNPSSD member Kay Stewart 

(RLA#2967), who also has decades of experience designing private and public native landscapes. 

I highly recommend Cabrillo National Monument for the ASLA Community Grant for its prominence in the community, 

need for beautification, extensive pro-bono involvement by the most experienced native design professionals, and usage of 

some of their own locally grown plants. These factors serve to highly leverage the funding towards remaining materials and 

supplies (planting will be done by CNPSSD volunteers). It is an opportunity to achieve a major return on this community 

investment! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Greg Rubin, Founder and President, California’s Own Native Landscape Design, Inc. 
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2017 ASLA San Diego Community Grant 

Letter of Recommendation from Dr. Keith Lombardo for 

Cabrillo National Monument Headquarters 

Native Landscape Project 

 

United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Cabrillo National Monument 

1800 Cabrillo Memorial Drive San 

Diego, California   92106-3601 

August 19,  2016 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 
I write to you with great enthusiasm for and strong support of the California Native Plant Society- San Diego Chapter's 

(CNPSSD) proposed project. For many years now, CNPSSD and Cabrillo National Monument (CABR) have shared 

their expe1tise to enhance the management of the unique native vegetation found in San Diego County and in our 

coastal park. More recently, we have begun to discuss a new partnership centered on residential landscape design using 

plant species native to San Diego. 

 

A unit of the National Park Service, CABR receives more than one million visitors each year. Many of these 

visitors are unaware of the unique vegetation native to the region as more than 70% of this community has been 

replaced by urban development or non-native vegetation. At CABR, we have a platform to showcase wild native 

plants in their natural setting. Visitors can see more than 160 acres of thriving native habitat. However, we also 

have a remarkable opportunity to showcase native plants in a landscaped setting at our visitor center. Currently, 

the area is minimally maintained and as such is often subject to invasive by non-native plants. In this time of 

severe drought, many southern Californians are looking for drought tolerant, low water use plants to replace 

thirsty lawns. Our native plants can fill this niche! Placed in a high visibility area of the park, this proposed 

garden can serve as a powerful tool to educate and inspire. It will provide the general public a venue in which 

they can see the unique landscaping values of these San Diego native species and the beneficial role they play in 

promoting ecosystem services. 

 
We at CABR are particularly excited about this opportunity as it be a perfect project to highlight during the 

National Park Service Centennial celebration, which will be occurring at all national parks over the next two years. 

If funded, CABR is committed to maintaining these gardens and to developing a public outreach program that will 

engage visitors about native plant gardening. As part of this outreach program, we will provide weekly public talks 

and demonstrations on gardening with native plants seen in our park. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Keith Lombardo, Ph.D. 

Chief of Natural Resource Management & Science Cabrillo 

National Monument 

1800 Cabrillo Memorial Drive 

San Diego, CA 92106 
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2017 ASLA San Diego Community Grant Project Summary 

 

Project Name: Cabrillo National Monument Visitors Center Native Landscaping 

Project Description:  The project involves performing native habitat restoration and enhancement within 15 outdoor areas 

in the vicinity of the Cabrillo National Monument Visitor’s Center complex, comprising 5,990 square feet in total area 

(Figures 1-2). Of this amount, the project would completely restore 4,392 square feet of disturbed areas (see red polygons 

#1a, #5a-5b, and #7a-11 on Figure 3), and enhance 1,598 square feet of landscaped areas (see blue polygons #2-4 and #6 

on Figure 3) by introducing a selection of native plants conducive with the existing ornamental species to remain in these 

areas. Figure 3 contains an aerial of the Visitor’s Center complex with numbered red and blue polygons (on the left side of 

the exhibit) and a table with dimensions and sizes (in square feet) of each numbered polygon (on the right side of the 

exhibit). The existing conditions at each of these numbered polygons are shown in the photos in the same PDF attachment 

following Figure 3. 

This project is a collaboration between the Cabrillo National Monument staff and volunteers from the Native Garden 

Committee of the California Native Plant Society, San Diego (CNPSSD) Chapter. The purpose of the project is to provide 

native habitat enhancement/beautification of the grounds immediately associated with the Visitor’s Center complex that is 

both sustainable and educational1, thereby fulfilling simultaneous objectives of the U.S National Park Service (USNPS). 

The CNPSSD Native Garden Committee includes certified landscape architects who will create working construction-level 

drawings of the native habitat restoration and enhancement areas including planting plans and specifications. The planting 

plans will illustrate plant types and container sizes (based on known vertical heights and radial coverages at maturity), 

spacing, and non-vegetative elements including, but not limited to, boulders, DG/gravel pathways, dry streambed features, 

trellises, shade structures, benches, informal seating/ gathering areas, and kiosks, as appropriate. The actual work effort to 

implement the project will be performed by a combination of Cabrillo National Monument workers/contractors and 

CNPSSD volunteers. 

A potential hurdle to overcome is the lack of an onsite irrigation system. Therefore, getting water to these native habitat 

restoration and enhancement areas will be difficult, other than hand watering from buckets. However, the advantage to 

using native plant species that are endemic to the specific site conditions, including soil and meteorological (i.e., 

rainfall/drought, fog, and wind) factors, is that once established these plants are not expected to require a constant 

irrigation regime. Nevertheless, determining the amounts, rates and frequencies of hand-watering that will be necessary 

within the first year after planting to ensure successful plant establishment, and the most efficient methods to achieve such 

manual labor given the lack of an onsite irrigation system, remains a challenge to be resolved for documentation in the 

specifications. 

A public education signage plan will also be included in the specifications and implemented as a critical component of the 

project. This plan will involve the creation and placement of attractive signage with USNPS and CNPS logos at select 

locations informing the public of the importance of San Diego’s native habitats and natural resources in light of climate 

change and drought (please see Footnote 1 for more details). Such signage may be associated with shade structures, 

benches, informal seating/ gathering areas, and kiosks, as appropriate. 

Project Schedule: The construction-level working drawings/plans/specifications will be completed by late summer 2017 

with the goal of implementing the site preparation and planting in the fall prior to the typical Southern California rainy 

                                                           
1
 The project will be sustainable because once established, the native plants will require very little care in terms of irrigation (due 

to their drought-tolerance and summer-dormancy) and long-term maintenance (e.g., limited pruning/ trimming, no 
fertilizers/herbicides/pesticides, plant replacement); they will provide better infiltration/ natural treatment of urban runoff 
pollutants than the bare dirt areas that are there now; and they will attract wildlife (due to increased plant diversity and variety 
of beautiful year-round flowers) with few or no pest problems. The project will also serve as educational value for the multitude 
of annual visitors to the Cabrillo National Monument by providing attractive informational signage about the importance of San 
Diego’s natural resources in light of climate change and drought. 
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season in order to provide optimal conditions for root growth and nitrogen fixation by taking advantage of the increase in 

natural precipitation during the winter and early spring months.  

Project Benefit to the Community: The project will provide native habitat enhancement/beautification of the grounds 

immediately associated with the Visitor’s Center complex that is both sustainable and educational (please see Footnote 1 

for more details regarding enhancement of the natural environment and its sustainability). Also, please refer to the above 

discussion of the public education signage plan for details on the educational component of the project. 

Enhancement of the Understanding of Landscape Architecture: The design and implementation of this project will be 

undertaken by CNPSSD volunteers whom will be led by Mr. Greg Rubin and CNPSSD landscape architect Kay Stewart 

(RLA # 2967).  Mr. Rubin, who owns and operates a native landscaping company, California’s Own Native Landscape 

Design, Inc. in Escondido (C-27 717147), is a design/build landscape contractor who has been in business for more than 

23 years with over 700 native landscapes to his credit. In addition, Mr. Rubin has authored two bestselling books and 

numerous articles on native plant landscaping, and conducts approximately 25 speaking engagements each year on this 

topic. He is a recognized expert on all aspects of native habitat design, implementation and maintenance. Kay Stewart is a 

well-known San Diego landscape architect with decades of experience designing public and private native landscapes. She 

has been involved in a number of prominent projects, such as the Famosa Slough and work for the Audubon Society. 

Given this knowledgeable background, the concepts and precepts behind the importance of using native plants and 

associated non-vegetated elements (e.g., boulders, DG/gravel pathways, dry streambed features, trellises, shade structures, 

benches, informal seating/ gathering areas, and kiosks, as appropriate) will enhance the understanding of the “endemic” 

application of landscape architecture in San Diego. In addition, this project will be highly visible and accessible to the 

public, not just to local audiences but also to international visitors to Cabrillo National Monument. 

Project Funding: The requested grant funds will be used for design, site preparation, purchase of plants and plant 

installation, and will be expended by December 31, 2017. Any additional costs above the grant amount, including the 

installation and long-term maintenance and monitoring phases, will be funded by the federal government. 

Project Maintenance: The specifications will consist of an informal set of notes (i.e., not intended to comply with specific 

legal standards) to implement, maintain and monitor these areas including, but not limited to, site preparation, soil 

amendment, placement of non-vegetative elements, container plant installation, staking/caging, mulching, frequency of 

watering, maintenance and monitoring, as necessary. Maintenance provisions will address weeding, repair/replacement of 

diseased/dead plants, and repair/replacement of vandalized/damaged non-vegetative elements. Monitoring provisions 

will address the use of stationary photo-documentation stations and regular reporting to ensure successful plant 

establishment and long-term survivorship, plant diversity and coverage goals. The long-term maintenance and monitoring 

will be performed by Cabrillo National Monument workers/contractors with proper training provided by CNPSSD. The 

requested grant funds will not be used for long-term maintenance and monitoring tasks.  

Project Publicity: Requests for CNPSSD volunteers will be advertised for the site preparation phase and the container plant 

installation and mulching phase. Publicity for these events will occur through the CNPSSD newsletter, and the CNPSSD 

website, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, list-serve, and Mail-Chimp electronic transmissions. 

  



7 
 

2017 ASLA San Diego Community Grant Project Summary 

Figure 1 
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2017 ASLA San Diego Community Grant Project Summary 

Figure 2 
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2017 ASLA San Diego Community Grant Project Summary 

Figure 3 
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Proof of Non-Profit Status for the California Native Plant 

Society 
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Proof of Non-Profit Status for the California Native Plant 

Society (page 2) 


