
CNPS SAN DIEGO CHAPTER 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

July 5, 2017
San Diego Audubon Offices, 4010 Morena Blvd. Suite 100 San Diego, CA

FINAL MINUTES
(Adopted 2 August 2017)

Call to Order: President Bobbie Stephenson calls the meeting to order at 0630 p.m.
Board Members Present: Robert Byrnes, Cindy Burrascano, Mike Evans, Connie di Girolamo, 
Frank Landis, Torrey Neel, Tom Oberbauer, Joseph Sochor, and Bobbie Stephenson. 
Board Members Absent: Sue Marchetti, 
Guests/Visitors: Josh Long
I. Quick personal reports and welcome visitors
II. Mini Grant Presentations by Josh Long (Eagle Scout)

Bobbie Stephenson introduces Josh Long, who had applied for a Mini Grant from 
the Chapter, to present a summary of the native garden project at the Cajon Park 
School in Santee. Josh had hoped to receive a Mini Grant prior to the construction but 
the schedule did not work out as anticipated.  The project involved planting a native 
garden (39x27 ft,—about 220 sq ft in area).  His team planted the garden with native 
species, replaced and prepared an existing wood composting station, and built a 
cinderblock mulching station. The project involved about 178 hr of combined work on a 
single day; he produced plant labels that can be used by teachers and students. The 
project also served as a beautification project for the school.  The school plans to add 
irrigation for the garden at a later time (stations were placed in the garden but lines will 
need to be run to the site later).  He had applied for a Mini Grant, but we received the 
application after the project had already begun.

A motion is made by Joseph Sochor and seconded by Tom Oberbauer to approve an 
after-the-fact Mini Grant of $500.00 for the project to defer expenses for the finished 
project. The motion passes unanimously.

III. Additions or changes too the agenda: Tom Oberbauer notes that he placed the wrong 
Cryptantha species in the article he wrote to the Chapter newsletter. No changes to the 
newsletter are necessary.

IV. Review of Minutes:   Secretary Mike Evans refers to the June 2017 board Minutes sent 
to Board members.  

A motion is made by Cindy Burrascano and seconded by Joseph Sochor to approve the 
June 2017 minutes with the corrections noted.  The motion passes with all members 
voting affirmatively except Tom Oberbauer, who abstained.

V. Treasurer’s Report (Connie di Girolamo): 
A. May Report: Connie discusses the Treasurer’s Report previously distributed. 

Joseph Sochor notes some points with regards to the Garden Committee (video 
project, etc.).  

B. Chapter storage facility.  The Chapter storage facility in North Park seems to be 
inadequate for the amount of material needed for storage by the Chapter; Connie 
suggests that the Chapter get a larger (7x10 ft) facility.  The unit had a 10x10 
Board originally approved $80; new facility would be $100 more per month. 
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A motion is made by Tom Oberbauer and seconded by Mike Evans to approve the May 
2017 Treasurer’s Report. The motion passed unanimously.

VI. Committee Reports
A. Program Committee (Torrey Neel): 

1. Speakers: Torrey notes that she is arranging the speakers, including 
Natives for Novices programs.  This month (including a speaker from San 
Marcos State University). 

2. Program Support: A new projector bulb for Chapter program 
presentations, incase the existing one fails.  Additionally, there is 
discussion of eventually upgrading the existing projector incase of failure 
or the need for more modern connections, etc.

Connie di Girolamo moves and Mike Evans seconds a motion to increase the program 
budget by $500.00 for purchase of a projector bulb and a new projector if needed.  The 
motion passes unanimously.

B. Conservation (Frank Landis):  Frank discussed several items of conservation 
interest: The land development project named “Preserve at Torrey Highlands” 
was presented to the Peñasquitos Planning Board. The Society has 
presented a position statement on Climate (Chapter Council). The Newland 
Sierra/Merriam Mountains land development project was briefly discussed; it is 
located west of Interstate Highway 15, between Escondido and the county 
border. August 14 is the end date for comment period for the EIR for the Merriam 
Mountains project. AB 1530 (Urban Forestry)—passed assembly and is 
currently in senate. This Bill would potentially provide funds to fight borer beetles.

C.  Social Media/Website Transition (Joseph Sochor):  The largest post so far 
(seen by most people)—repost on what not to plant from 5-yr old Union Tribune 
article—5,000 people saw the material.

D. 2017 Chapter/Garden Native Workshop (Judie Lincer): The date for the 2017 
workshop has been set for September 16, 2017, at the Unitarian church facility in 
Hillcrest.

E. Garden Committee (Joseph Sochor): No one has yet volunteered to be Chair 
Person for the Committee, but several people have agreed to help run monthly 
meetings.

F. Personnel Committee (Bobbie Stephenson):  See materials distributed with the 
agenda. Joseph suggests that we modify the job descriptions to get feedback 
from volunteers.  Joseph will give his suggestions to Bobbie Stephenson for 
modifications concerning feedback from volunteers. The Statement of Work 
needs to be converted into contract format; it must document proof of insurance. 
This includes general liability insurance as approved by the state office. 

Connie di Girolamo moves and Frank Landis seconds a motion for the Media Website 
Director statement with a fee that should not exceed the amount shown in the contracts. 
The motion passes with all members voting affirmatively except for Joseph Sochor, who 
abstains.
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Frank Landis moves and Mike Evans seconds a motion to approve the Statement of 
Award for Carolyn Martus , not to exceed the amounts shown in the contract.  The motion 
passes with all members voting affirmatively except for Joseph Sochor, who abstains.

Note: Potential Bylaws amendments to address potential payments to specific 
board members that serve specific positions.  The committee will look at.

VI. Current Business:
CNPS Annual Report (Bobbie Stephenson): Bobbie notes that she is putting together the 
Chapter input for the annual report and again request information from members and 
committees.

VII. Agenda for Retreat: (see list submitted with the Agenda)
Strategic Plan, Should we establish/identify a statement of work for specific locations. 

Frank Landis moved and Tom Oberbauer seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting at 
0900 p.m.  The motion passes unanimously.

Attachments:
1. June 2017 Treasurer’s Report
2. Media Website Director Contract
3. Statement of Award for Carolyn Martus

Page �  of �3 3


