
CNPS SAN DIEGO CHAPTER 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

June 7, 2017
San Diego Audubon Offices, 4010 Morena Blvd. Suite 100 San Diego, CA

FINAL MINUTES (Approved July 5, 2017)

Call to Order: President Stephenson calls the meeting to order at 0630 p.m.
Board Members Present: Robert Byrnes, Cindy Burrascano, Mike Evans, Connie di Girolamo, 
Frank Landis, Torrey Neel, and Joseph Sochor. 
Board Members Absent: Sue Marchetti, Tom Oberbauer
Guests/Visitors: Brenda Anderson, Al Field, Justin Daniel, and Cindy Hazuka.

I. Quick personal reports and welcome visitors:
 A. Bob Byrnes was noted for receiving a plaque for revegetation conservation in the 

San Dieguito area of San Diego County last Friday
B. Visiting members and others are introduced (see list, above).

II. Additions or Changes to the Agenda:
A. Connie di Girolamo notes the materials she sent out earlier today, including the 

ASLA grant, etc.  These items will be added to mini-grants discussion.
B. Move up Chapter Council meeting report (Frank Landis).

Mike Evans moves and Frank Landis seconds a motion to approve the amended agenda 
with the changes noted.  The motion passes unanimously.

III. Review of the May 2017 Minutes:
Cindy Burrascano moves and Frank Landis seconds a motion to approve the May 2017 
minutes with minor corrections.  The motion passes unanimously.

IV. Treasurer’s Report (Connie di Girolamo):
A. Year-end report (see materials distributed prior to the meeting).
B. May report (see distributed materials).  Connie discusses the ASLA grant to 

Board members.
Frank Landis moves and Mike Evans seconds a motion to approve the May 2017 
Treasurer’s report.  The motion passes unanimously.

V. Committee Reports:
A. Seed and Bulb Committee (Cindy Hazuk): Wildflower seed scholarship—Cindy 

discusses seed growing experiments and a proposal for the Chapter to provide 
seeds for various experiments for germination. Cindy notes that there are several 
reasons for the range of experiments. This is a Chapter outreach activity, as an 
effort to get more people interested in growing plants, provide seeds for various 
projects, etc. This is not a formal scientific experiment.  

B. National Charity League:  This involves teaching girls (7-12th grade) to perform 
community service, leadership, etc.  The model is to help other nonprofits with 
their activities (see handout info).  The group could serve as interns to assist 
other non-profits.  Cindy Hazuk would be a liaison for specific events.  The 
group has its own insurance (the youngest participant would be about 12 years 
old).
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Connie di Girolamo moves and Frank Landis seconds a motion to state that the Chapter 
partners with the National Charity League to provide opportunities for various projects 
as outlined in the presentation.  The motion passes unanimously.

C. Programs and Garden Committee (Bobbie Stephenson): 
1. The November meeting date needs to be changed because of speaker 

availability.  Frank Landis notes that someone needs to check that the 
room is available on the new date. 
Connie will check tomorrow on availability of the room.  Torrey is willing to 
be the ‘behind the scenes’ program committee chair (Frank agrees to 
continue introductions, etc.).

D. Conservation Committee (Frank Landis):
1. Mission Bay Rewild:  Campland constituents are trying to save the 

existing campland. The City has not coordinated the two projects (i.e., 
visitor serving uses).  The NOP (CEQA Notice of Preparation) comments 
for Fiesta Island redevelopment is due tomorrow.  

2. Newland Sierra, I-15, north of Escondido (in the Merriam Mtns) is a new 
proposal for a very large residential subdivision. 

3. The Merge 56 project continues; also Mission Trails Park has plans for 
a 36in natural gas pipeline (a Sempra project).

E. Chapter Council (Frank Landis): The meeting will be the following Saturday at 
Big Bear Lake. Issues to be discussed include the following:  

1) Orange County is considering banning herbicide. 
2) A position statement on climate change being developed.  
3) Chapter round-robin about SD Chapter Garden Tour.

VI. Current Business
A. Proposal to establish a personnel committee (Connie di Girolamo): heretofore, an 

informal committee including Connie, Mike Gonzales, and Bobbie Stephenson 
has been discussing potential personnel issues for the Chapter.  Connie 
suggests the formation of a more formal committee to establish these things.  
Frank Landis and Bobbie Stephenson volunteer to assist Connie.  
Connie foresees the potential need to hire a Board member for a paid volunteer 
position.  She notes that Judie Lincer belongs to a non-profit with a similar 
circumstance.  The Chapter may need to amend the bylaws to allow for this (the 
Handbook was previously updated).  The Chapter bylaws were last revised in 
2013.

Mike Evans moves and Joseph Sochor seconds a motion for the Chapter establish a 
committee to consider a bylaws changes to address independent contractors and  
associated activities. The motion passes unanimously.

B. Independent Contractors (Connie di Girolamo):
1. Approval of Contract fro ASLA Grant for Cabrillo National Monument 

Visitor Center landscaping.
2. Approval of Contract for Joseph Sochor to upgrade the Chapter website 

(including merging the Chapter & GN sites).
3. Approval of Contract for Judie Lincer as the Garden Native Workshop 

Director.
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Frank Landis moves and Mike Evans Seconds a motion to approve of all three contracts, 
including: 1) ASLA/California’s Own Native Landscape Design, Inc., 2) Joseph Sochor for 
Media/website Director and 3) Judie Lincer for Garden Native Workshop Director. The 
motion passed unanimously, with Joseph Sochor abstaining.

C. Job descriptions for Chapter directors need to be defined. The committee to 
develop these job descriptions and/or SOQs should come back for July Board 
meeting. 
1. Job Description/Request for proposal - Plant Sale Director (advertised via 

Chapter website).
2. Job Description/Request for proposal - Garden Native Director (via 

website).
3. Job Description/Request fro proposal - Volunteer Coordinator (via 

website).
4. Job Description/Request for proposal - Media Director.

D. Board Representative from the Garden Committee (Joseph Sochor): last month’s 
meeting was canceled for a variety of reasons; next meeting at Joseph’s house 
next Wednesday.  The Committee will discuss a representative from Garden 
Committee.  The Committee chair has not yet been determined. Some of the 
previous GN/GC activities are more properly outreach activities; these activities 
should be broken out into a separate committee focused on outreach.

E. Other Volunteer Positions/Retreat subjects:  Joseph Sochor notes that the 
volunteer page on the web site currently is fairly passive; it could be changed to 
make more emphasis.   Justin Daniel expresses interest in being the coordinator/
co-leader and will contact Tom Oberbauer with field trip support.
Retreat: Topics: See hand out; try to meet from 0900 to 1300, general 
invite.

F. Books to Baja Chapter:  Cindy Burrascano notes that the Baja California Chapter 
continues to sell books loaned from the San Diego Chapter.

Frank Landis moves and Joseph Sochor seconds a motion to continue the book loan for 
sale program to the Baja California Chapter for one additional year.  The motion passes 
unanimously.

G. Strategic Plan (Mike Evans): The draft plan will be distributed prior to the July 
Retreat.

VII.  New Business
A. CNPS Annual Report (Bobbie Stephenson): Bobbie notes that she has begun to 

compile the Annual Report from various inputs.
B. Adjournment: 

Robert Byrnes moves and Frank Landis seconds a motion to adjourn the meeting at 0908 
p.m. 
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