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CNPS SAN DIEGO CHAPTER 1 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 2 

April 6, 2016 3 
Audubon Offices, 4010 Morena Blvd. Suite 100 San Diego, CA 4 

DRAFT MINUTES (modified 6/1/16) 5 
 6 

Call to Order: 06:30 p.m. 7 
Welcome to Visitors and Volunteers: Dave Flietner, Arne Johanson, and Pat Fishtein 8 
Board Members Present: Carl Bell, Cindy Burrascano, Betsy Cory, Connie di Girolamo, 9 
Mike Evans, Frank Landis, Bobbie Stephenson, and Joe Sochor 10 
Board Members Absent: Mike Gonzales, Sue Marchetti and Tom Oberbauer 11 
 12 
I. Quick personal reports & welcome 13 
II. Additions or Changes to the Agenda 14 

• Dave Flietner requests to be added to the agenda to discuss the Garden Native tour 15 
III. Garden Native Tour (Dave Flietner): Dave presents a report and discusses the 16 
results of the Tour.  17 
 18 
Frank Landis moves and Betsy Cory seconds a motion to pay David Flietner for services 19 
rendered for directing the 2016 Garden Native Tour.  The motion passes unanimously. 20 
 21 
Connie di Girolamo notes that the report prepared by Mr. Flietner does not address the role of 22 
the volunteers and the financing information. Volunteers were very important in carrying out the 23 
Tour. Joe Sochor notes that social media communications were used to a new extent in 24 
promoting the Tour and that we should continue to develop this communication avenue. 25 
Mike Evans notes that we should continue to engage the sponsors, volunteers, members and 26 
the media with regards to the Tour, using a variety of approaches, including social media and 27 
direct communication. 28 
 29 
Mike Evans moves and Betsy Cory seconds a motion to send a gift of Greg Rubin’s and 30 
Lucy Warren’s recently released book to all sponsors and homeowners as an 31 
appreciation for their efforts and support. an additional communication to the sponsors 32 
and Tour gardeners with a copy of a summary of the Tour report.  The motion passes 33 
unanimously. 34 
 35 
IV. Review of March 2016 Board Minutes 36 
 Mike Evans notes additional information regarding one the people mentioned in the 37 
minutes and says these changes have been included in the amended draft minutes. 38 
 39 
Bobbie Stephenson moves and Betsy Cory seconds a motion to approve the March 2016 40 
minutes as amended.  The motion passes unanimously. 41 
 42 
V. Treasurer’s Report (Connie di Girolamo):  43 
 A. Connie summarizes the Treasurer’s report that has been included with the  44 
  Agenda hand out. 45 
 46 
Frank Landis moves and Betsy Cory seconds a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report 47 
as presented.  The motion passes unanimously. 48 
 49 
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 B.  Connie discusses the need and possible mechanisms for increasing the yield on 50 
some of the financial holdings managed by the Board.  As part of the discussion, Frank Landis 51 
notes that the Chapter may need funds for legal actions in the near future and that some 52 
amount of the funds should remain available on a short-term basis if they are needed for such 53 
purposes.  Carl Bell notes that the Chapter needs to identify the potential uses and priorities for 54 
our funds.  It was agreed to revisit this issue as a new agenda item for the May Board meeting. 55 
 56 
VI.   Current Business: 57 
 A. Annual Report (Bobbie Stevenson):  She discusses the need and deadline for 58 
getting Annual Report information to her for compilation to the CNPS state office. 59 
 60 
VII. New Business: 61 
 A. The San Diego Zoological Society has requested the Chapter volunteers to co-62 
sponsor assistance at a native garden at the Safari Park; it was recommended to refer this issue 63 
to the Garden Committee. 64 
 65 
VIII. Committee Reports 66 
 A. Conservation Committee (Frank Landis):   67 

• Vegetation treatment project: Frank notes that the third DEIR is out for public review.  68 
The proposed project appears to conflict with the carbon sequestration policy of state. 69 
The public comment period for the project ends at end of May. 70 

• Del Mar Mesa:  four developments have been proposed, including power line; a 71 
development called "the preserve on 11 acres" for commercial development, and others. 72 
The Merge 56 projects are being asked for additional analysis by the wildlife agencies. 73 

• City of San Diego Vernal Pool HCP: this is due out in May or June 2016; Rick Halsley 74 
and Michael Beck are also following this project. 75 

 76 
 B.  Outreach (Betsy Cory):  77 

• Tour de Plants has been cancelled because of Betsy Cory’s medical procedure. 78 
• Meet-ups (Joe Sochor): Joe reports that 15-30 young people come to field trips because 79 

of Meet-ups approach.  Connie suggests a Native for Novices session at an up-coming 80 
meeting based on social media. 81 

 82 
IX. Chapter Council (Frank Landis)  83 
 Frank reports on the last council meeting:  Two critical items were on the agenda: 84 

• Approval of the CNPS strategic plan (Frank will send link); he is concerned is about 85 
climate change and conservation of locally native plants (and coverage in the plan).   86 

• Phytophera management policy initiated--28 non-native species of this pest.  He notes 87 
that this pest is nearly endemic in most California nurseries and green waste recycling 88 
has a part in spreading the pest.  Carl Bell notes that there is a simple way of treating 89 
green wastes by using plastic bags and head to deactivate the pest. 90 

 91 
X. Next meeting Date: May 4, 2016. 92 
 93 
XI. Summary of Meeting: (Bobbie Stevenson) 94 

• Strategic Plan and finances need to be developed 95 
• How to proceed with garden tour next year or next time 96 
• Annual report draft 97 
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• Board Handbook--back on next meeting’s Agenda. 98 
• Survey both the volunteers and participants for the Garden Native tour. In the absence of 99 

a Tour “thank you,” this will express the Board’s appreciation for their participation. for 100 
plant sale  101 

• Connie di Girolamo will prepare two draft messages to accompany the surveys. These 102 
will be sent to the board for any additional input before going out to the volunteers and 103 
participants. a draft Mail Chimp communication, to go to Board members first. 104 

 105 
Frank Landis moves and Betsy Cory seconds a motion to adjourn the Board meeting at 106 
0850 p.m.  The motion passes unanimously. 107 


