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FINAL 
CNPS Board Meeting Minutes 

San Diego Chapter of the California Native Plant Society 
Feb 6, 2013, 6:41 PM to 8:35 PM –  San Diego Audubon Offices, 4010 Moreno 

Blvd., San Diego, CA. (Amended) 
 
Board Members Present:  Michael Evans, Cindy Burriscano, Connie di Girolamo, Greg 
Rubin, Susan Krzywicki, Frank Landis, Thomas Oberbauer, Bobbie Stephenson, Kay 
Stewart. 
Announced Absences: Cindy Burrascano, Jonathan Dunn 
Unannounced Absences: None 
Guests: None 
 
President Tom Oberbauer called the meeting to action at 06:41 PM; Jonathan Dunn and 
Cindy Burrascano are board members not able to attend. 
 
Approval of Minutes: Because of the absence of a specifically designated Board 
Secretary, no formal minutes were available from the previous Board meeting. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Chapter Treasurer Connie di Girolamo presented the Board with 
the January 2012 Treasurer’s Report. 
 
Action Items: 
No changes suggested; Susan Krzywicki adds new project under committee reports. 

• Mike Evans volunteers to act as interim Board Secretary. 
• A motion is made (motion maker and seconder unrecorded) to approve 

Mike as interim Board Secretary.  The motion passed unanimously (8 in 
favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 
  

Committee Reports: 
• Conservation:  Frank Landis discussed background of draft letters of comment 

on Vegetation Treatment Program PEIR that were emailed to Board members 
prior to the meeting. He explained that the letter was formatted as a series of 
questions that would require specific responses by the reviewing agency. Frank 
asks if the San Diego Chapter wants to set up a separate letter.  Tom Oberbauer 
replies that Frank should send in the letter and sign it for the San Diego Chapter.  
Frank can also sign on for the separate state letter.  No Board action was taken. 

o Cuyamaca Rancho State Park:  Park appears to be clearing 1800+ acres 
of fire damaged habitat, based on an earlier emergency action for 
considerably less land to be cleared.  Ceanothus may contribute to the 
nitrogen budget of new pines (acts as a nurse species?); carbon 
sequestration action for Disney may be contributing to the funding for this 
project to the state park. 
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o Regarding the rare plant treasure hunt program:  Frank indicates that Del 
Mar Mesa study will be the project for this program. 

o Regarding potential request from the San Elijo Lagoon Foundation:  Frank 
asked the San Elijo Lagoon organization for a report from the 2012 mini-
grant project before they request any more money for 2013. 
 

• Rare Plant Committee: Susan Krzywicki reports that Dave Flietner suggests a 
demonstration native garden in a good location for enhanced public visibility and 
education.  Sunset Cliffs was suggested to the Sunset Cliffs Natural Park 
Council.  The Council was open to the suggestion; Susan indicated that this could 
be the Rare Plant Committee signature project for this year.  Total cost for whole 
project could between $7,000-$9,000.  Project would likely be on mid-length of 
Sunset Cliffs Boulevard near Adair Street; it would be located on the west 
(ocean) side of the street.  Kay Stewart mentions that Glenn Schmidt is a 
landscape architect who has worked a lot in that area.  Greg Rubin notes that the 
soils are very complex in that area and are difficult to get plants to grow.  Susan 
wants the Chapter to help fund the project.   

o $2,000 may be requested for the Sunset Cliffs project.   
o Propagation committee could volunteer as well.   
o Book launch for Greg's new book, The California Native Landscape 

planned; Susan suggests that there would be money spent for wine for the 
book launching ($300). 
 

• Books and Posters Committee: Cindy Burrascano was not present to make a 
presentation but Connie di Girolamo discusses general issues related to the 
budget proposed for this committee.  There was a general discussion about the 
need for the Chapter to foster more efficient credit card sales.   

o Susan Krzywicki moved, seconded by Kay Stewart seconded, that 
Connie di Girolamo is authorized to spend up to $600.00 to purchase 
a credit card reader. The motion passed (8 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 
abstained).   

 
• Newsletter Committee: various topics discussed, including a long article written 

by Tom Oberbauer on his successful search for a rare plant in San Diego 
County.  Bobbie Stephenson is encouraged to send out this newsletter to all 
members by email. 
 

• Website Committee:  Brief discussion of the potential to use the Slideshare 
service to upload specific slide shows for use in educational activities. 

 
• Field Trips:  Kay Steward mentions that a goal for this year’s field trips is to try 

to document each species of the County’s Ceanothus. 
 

• Chapter Council Report:  No report 
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• Plant Sale:  It is noted that the spring plant sale will be at Tree of Life Nursery in 

March. 
 

• Hospitality:  No report. 
 

• Budget: Connie di Girolamo goes over the draft budget report for FY 2013.  Kay 
Stewart suggests putting funds into a general fund for celebrating Native Plant 
Week as a “place-holder”.  She suggests a $1,000 expense and income.  It is 
noted that there is no budget item for unrestricted funds received as donations 
and no recent funds for this purpose have been received.  It was suggested that 
Conservation would continue to budget $1,000 for the year and that Field Trips 
would continue to have a budget amount of $200.  Kay Steward noted that she 
and Adrienne Heinzelman, the previous Membership Committee Chair, 
discussed sending out communications to lapsed members reminding them of 
the benefits of CNPS membership. 

o Connie di Girolamo moved and Frank Landis seconded for the Board 
extend the meeting for 10 minutes.  The motion passed (8 in favor, 0 
opposed, 0 abstained). 

o Connie indicates that she will respond to the budget discussion by sending 
out a revised draft budget prior to the next Board meeting.  Kay notes that 
the total income and total expenses need to be sent to all Board members. 

o Frank Landis moved, seconded by Susan Krzywicki, to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:35 PM. The motion passed (8 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 
abstained). 

 
Respectfully Submitted, Michael Evans, Acting Board Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


