
CNPS Approved Board Meeting Minutes 
San Diego Chapter of the California Native Plant Society 

Aug 8, 2012 6:36PM to 8:30PM – Audubon Offices, 4010 Moreno Blvd. 
 
 
Board Members Present:  Tom Beltran, Cindy Burrascano, Connie di Girolamo, 
Jonathan Dunn, Mike Evans, Susan Krzywicki, Frank Landis, Tom Oberbauer, Greg 
Rubin, Bobbie Stephenson, Kay Stewart 
Announced Absences:  None 
Unannounced Absences: None 
Guests:  Betsy Cory, CNPSSD Hospitality Chair; Peter St. Clair, chapter member; Mike 
Gonzalez, chapter member 
 
Tom Oberbauer called the meeting to order at 6:36PM 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Cindy Burrascano moved to approve the July 11, 2012 board 
meeting minutes as amended.  Frank Landis seconded.  The motion passed (10 in favor, 0 
opposed, Tom Oberbauer abstained). 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Chapter Treasurer Connie di Girolamo presented the board with 
the July 2012 treasurer’s report.  The budget was amended to include a $5,000 donation 
to the San Diego Natural History Museum Plant Atlas.  At this time, no monthly PayPal 
fees are being incurred.  Book sales at the general meeting were good due to the 
availability of the new edition of the Baja California Plant Field Guide.  Unusual 
expenses included a $559 dollar purchase of a laptop computer and $419 for plant sale 
flyers.  Frank Landis moved to accept the July 2012 treasurer’s report as presented.  Kay 
Stewart seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (11 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 
 
Action Items: 
 Chula Vista Library Garden Mini Grant – Betsy Cory, Chapter Hospitality Chair, 

requested a $500 mini grant for a fragrant native plant garden at the Chula Vista 
Orange Avenue library. This mini grant was not budgeted.  Cindy Burrascano 
motioned that $500 be donated for establishment of a fragrant native plant garden at 
the Chula Vista library.  The Chula Vista Garden Club will install and maintain the 
garden.  Susan Krzywicki seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (11 in favor, 0 
opposed, 0 abstained). 

 Open Space Canyons Advisory Committee – Peter St. Clair requested that Mike 
Gonzalez be appointed to replace Peter as the CNPSSD representative on the City of 
San Diego Open Space Canyons Advisory Committee (OSCAC).  CNPS has a 
permanent seat on the committee, which is purely advisory.  Mike, who is now in 
private consulting, worked in the City of San Diego water department capital 
improvements program for 6 years as an environmental review coordinator doing 
CEQA/NEPA compliance.  Kay Stewart moved to accept Peter St Clair’s resignation 
and to appoint Mike Gonzalez as CNPSSD representative to the OSCAC.  Frank 
Landis seconded.  The motion passed (11 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 



 Old Town Garden – Peter St. Clair requested the board’s permission to seek grants 
for the Old Town Native Plant Garden (OTNPG).  Cindy Burrascano motioned that 
Peter St. Clair and Kay Stewart be authorized to start a fund raising effort for 
management, installation, interpretation and an endowment for the OTNPG.  Frank 
Landis seconded.  The motion passed (10 in favor, 0 opposed, Kay Stewart 
abstained). 

 Peñasquitos Community Advisory Council – see Conservation Committee report 
below for discussion.  Greg Rubin moved that CNPS accept membership on the 
Peñasquitos Community Advisory Council (PCAC), as long as CNPS is officially 
invited to become a PCAC member, and to appoint Frank Landis as the CNPS 
representative.  Susan Krzywicki seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (11 in 
favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 

 Membership Chairperson – Cindy Burrascano moved to appoint Mike Evans as the 
new Membership Committee chairperson.  Frank Landis seconded.  The motion 
passed unanimously (11 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 

 San Diego Orchid Society – Susan Lewitt of the San Diego Orchid Society (SDOS) 
requested permission to sell orchids at CNPS chapter meetings in order to raise funds 
for the SDOS conservation fund.  Cindy Burrascano moved to permit sales of 
cultivated California native orchids at CNPS chapter meetings with proceeds going to 
conservation.  Frank Landis seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (11 in favor, 
0 opposed, 0 abstained). 

 
Discussion Items: 
 Bylaw Update – Cindy Burrascano proposed a bylaws change because she was 

concerned that the current bylaws regarding board votes are confusing. Her objective 
is to clarify the chapter board voting bylaws. Specifically, her proposal is to allow 
each board member, including the president, one vote on any issue brought before the 
board with one exception.  The exception is that the president will not vote when 
voting to elect board members, unless there is a tie.  Any bylaw changes must be 
voted on by chapter members.  Some key California Corporate Code sections are: 

 
5211 (a)  Unless otherwise provided in the articles or in the bylaws, all 
of the following apply:  
o (7) The articles or bylaws may not provide that a quorum shall be 

less than one-fifth the number of directors authorized in or 
pursuant to the articles or bylaws, or less than two, whichever is 
larger… 

o (8) Subject to the provisions of Sections 5212, 5233, 5234, 5235, 
and subdivision (e) of Section 5238, an act or decision done or 
made by a majority of the directors present at a meeting duly held 
at which a quorum is present is the act of the board.  The articles 
or bylaws may not provide that a lesser vote than a majority of the 
directors present at a meeting is the act of the board. 

o (8)(c) Each director shall have one vote on each matter presented 
to the board of directors for action.  No director may vote by 
proxy. 



 
This issue was tabled until the September board meeting, when a proposed change 
will be presented to the board. 

 Online Directory – CNPS state is trying to put the directory on line and eliminate the 
printed version that has been distributed in the past.  Specific tasks, updates to board 
member information, are to be completed by the chapter in order to fulfill our 
contribution to this project.  Board members will individually update their own 
information. 

 Quail Brush Power Plant Status – Kay Stewart reported that the proposal was sent 
back to the City of San Diego planning commission and they voted NOT to submit 
the requested changes to the general plan that would be required to approve the 
project.  However, the City Council may approve the project despite the planning 
commission’s lack of approval.  This theoretically creates a road block for the project 
since California Energy Commission (CEC) approval is prohibited without local 
approval.  However, it has been reported that CEC approvals have been made despite 
such prohibitions. 

 State Elections – Members are encouraged to apply for soon-to-be-open positions at 
the state level. 
 

Committee Reports: 
 Conservation – Frank Landis presented the conservation committee report.  Frank 

reported that the last conservation meeting was a 2-1/2 hour seminar on responding to 
CEQA documents.  Two new volunteers attended the meeting; one is a former 
USFWS employee. Anne Fege contacted Frank about putting CNPS on the 
Peñasquitos Community Advisory Council (PCAC).  The Sierra Club has a seat but 
has never attended meetings.  Anne, the PCAC president, suggested that CNPS 
replace the Sierra Club and that Frank be the CNPS representative.  Since it would be 
a CNPS position and not a personal one for Frank, he requested and received the 
CNPS board’s appointment of him to the PCAC (see “action items” above).   

 Rare Plants – Frank Landis presented the rare plant committee report.  He reported 
that two of the four rare plant surveys conducted last spring have been finalized and 
the other two are in draft form.  All reports will be available by month end.  There is a 
Nuttal’s Lotus working group on Mission Bay that is serving as a nucleus for a 
currently fragmented community.  CNPS will host a communication working group 
on Yahoo! for those community members who are working on rare beach plants.  
CNPS has received most of the required permissions to conduct the Del Mar Mesa 
plant surveys.  Right now, there’s only one plant there in bloom.  Once rains arrive, 
more survey activity will commence. 

 Garden Tour – Susan Krzywicki reported that the 2012 Garden Tour results will be 
presented at the next general meeting.  Members will be encouraged to participate in 
gardening.  Several nursery representatives will be present as well. 

 Books and Posters – Cindy Burrascano reported that 37 copies of the Baja California 
Plant Field Guide, 3rd Editon, were sold at the July chapter meeting. 

 Newsletter – Bobbie Stephenson reported that she did not send out a request for 
submissions for the upcoming newsletter.  Submissions should be submitted ASAP, 
but no later than Monday, August 13.  Bobbie suggested that the August/September 



newsletters emphasize gardening.  A couple lengthy, one page, articles would be nice 
to have.  Bobbie suggested that 1,000 to 1,200 words would be an equivalent, one 
page length.  Kay Stewart will write one of the articles, about a man who collected 
Torrey Pine seeds from the Point Loma area and who now grows them in Ramona.  
Bobbie suggested another article topic about plant groups, with plant group 
descriptions and suggestions for their use.  Greg Rubin volunteered to write the native 
plant horticulture article for the September newsletter.  Bobbie requested a “Veep 
Speaks” or “Prez Sez” column for the September newsletter. 

 Website – No report was provided. 
 Invasive Plants – No report was provided. 
 Field Trips – Kay Stewart reported that there was nothing new. 
 Chapter Council – Tom Oberbauer reported that David Varner has some things to 

report but the information was not available for the board meeting. 
 Hospitality – No report was provided. 
 Membership – Tom Oberbauer reported that Adrienne Heinzelman had resigned as 

committee chair.  Mike Evans was appointed as the new committee chairperson (see 
“action items” above). 
  

Frank Landis moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:30PM.  Connie di Girolamo seconded.  
The motion passed unanimously (11 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 


