
CNPS Approved Board Meeting Minutes 
San Diego Chapter of the California Native Plant Society 

June 6, 2012 6:32PM to 8:36PM – Audubon Offices, 4010 Moreno Blvd. 
 
 
Board Members Present:  Tom Beltran, Cindy Burrascano, Jonathan Dunn, Mike 
Evans, Susan Krzywicki, Frank Landis, Greg Rubin, Kay Stewart 
Announced Absences:  Connie di Girolamo, Tom Oberbauer, Bobbie Stephenson 
Unannounced Absences: None 
Guests:  Vince Scheidt, CNPS State Board Member 
 
Jonathan Dunn called the meeting to order at 6:32PM 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Frank Landis moved to approve the May 2, 2012 board meeting 
minutes as amended.  Greg Rubin seconded.  The motion passed (6 in favor, 0 opposed, 
Mike Evans and Frank Landis abstained). 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Chapter Treasurer Connie di Girolamo was absent but her written 
report was reviewed by the board.  Frank Landis moved to accept the May 2012 
treasurer’s report.  Greg Rubin seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (8 in favor, 0 
opposed, 0 abstained). 
 
Action Items: 
 Laptop for Programs Chairperson Claude Edwards – Kay Stewart motioned that Mike 

Evans will purchase a laptop that is compatible with the chapter projector for up to 
$600 that will be stored in the chapter’s locker.  Susan Krzywicki seconded.  The 
motioned passed unanimously (8 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). Kay Stewart 
reported that the programs budget was down to $600 but those funds are needed for 
meals.  Frank suggested that the $600 that he made available with cancellation of the 
EQRC be allocated from the Conservation budget for the laptop purchase.  Mike 
Evans volunteered to spearhead the laptop purchase. 

 Frank Landis moved to continue the meeting to no later than 8:45PM.  Susan 
Krzywicki seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (8 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 
abstained). 

 
Discussion Items: 
 Changes to Chapter By Laws - Cindy Burrascano requested that the board consider 

the following proposed change to the bylaws, “Section 8 to be added to ARTICLE IV.  
Section 8. VOTING: Each Board Member, including the President, will have one vote 
on any issue before the board except as specified in Section 2. A. As long as a quorum 
exists at the time of the vote, the result of the vote will be determined by the greater 
number of Ayes or Nays.”  The intent is to not require a majority of the board 
members present for a motion to pass. Cindy understands that this change would be 
subject to the vote of the chapter members, whom would be notified in the customary 
way.  This issue will be discussed at the next board meeting. 



 Margy Day Resignation - Jonathan Dunn announced that Margy Day had resigned as 
Outreach Committee Chairperson.  Margy did not think that she could maintain a 
commitment level to her satisfaction. 

 San Elijo Lagoon Foundation (SELF) Mini Grant - Joe Kramer of SELF informed the 
board that the foundation’s tool needs have changed slightly from the original list.  
No board members opposed the requested changes as long as proper documents are 
provided to support the mini grant expenditures. 

 Dixon Lake Eagle Scout Mini Grant – Jonathan Dunn reported that an inquiry was 
made for a mini grant for a native plant nursery, part of an Eagle Scout project.  
Unfortunately, no mini grant funds remained in the budget for the request.  Jonathan 
Dunn appointed absent board member Tom Oberbauer to notify the applicant of the 
situation. 

 Mini Grant Application Deadline – Frank Landis raised the possibility of requiring a 
deadline for all mini grants requests.  Current procedure is that mini grant requests 
may be submitted at any time and are funded on a first come, first served basis.  No 
motion was made to alter the current policy. 

 Plant Atlas – Jon Dunn reported that the May vote to approve $5,000 for the San 
Diego County Plant Atlas was valid. 

 
Committee Reports: 
 State CNPS - Vince Scheidt reported that there are currently openings for state board 

members, treasurer, and vice president.  Vince encouraged interested San Diego 
members to apply because our chapter is under represented at the state level.  
Candidates can self-nominate, which can be done online.  Vince reported that CNPS 
is having very serious financial problems.  Forty thousand dollars are needed by 
November 2012 and an additional $120K by December 2012, despite slashing $85K 
in expenses.  If these revenue trigger points are not met, then programs will be cut.  
One area of consensus was that the rare plant program would not be eliminated.  The 
Fremontia journal appears to be another area of consensus.  Vince announced an 
“Adopt-A-Plant” program that will be coordinated by the East Bay Chapter.  The 
program would operate locally under the chapter’s rare plant committee. 

 Conservation – Frank Landis reported about the Del Mar Mesa walk.  Frank compiled 
a list of 110 species during the walk.  San Diego City Parks requested a floral list, 
including vouchers, of Del Mar Mesa.  Frank contacted USFWS to see if they wanted 
to include their land as well.  The San Diego Natural History Museum currently has 
only 38 specimens from the area in its herbarium.  The next conservation meeting 
will be July 10 and will be held at Frank’s house to strategize about Del Mar Mesa.  
The proposed Quail Brush peaker power plant will be located at the edge of Mission 
Trails.  The City of San Diego Planning Commission’s meeting to consider approval 
of the project will be held July 29.  In order for the project to move forward, the 
commission will have to approve four changes to the City’s general plan.  Kay 
Stewart will attend the planning commission hearing.  Frank reiterated that CNPS San 
Diego is no longer involved in the Environmental Quality Report Card. 

 Rare Plants – Frank Landis reported that he is working on a report that should be out 
by July, possibly in time for the newsletter.  The rare plant treasure hunt is complete.  



Perhaps it could be folded into the Adopt-A-Plant program once that gets going or 
perhaps it could be utilized for the Del Mar Mesa floral survey. 

 Garden Tour – Susan Krzywicki reported that the final net profit was $6,900.  New 
memberships from the tour were not significant.  However, feedback indicates that 
the tour successfully raised awareness of CNPS.  The garden committee will discuss 
ways of improving or changing future tours. 

 Books and Posters – Cindy Burrascano reported that the Baja Plant Field Guide (3rd 
Edition) by Jon Rebman is supposed to be out in July. 

 Newsletter – No report was presented. 
 Website – No report was presented. 
 Invasive Plants – No report was presented. 
 Field Trips – Kay Stewart reported that there is a field trip planned for June 17 into 

the Boulder Creek and Cedar Creek areas.  These areas are being considered for 
wilderness designation during the process to amend the land management plan for the 
Cleveland and other Southern California national forests.  Recent land purchases have 
now made some of the smaller areas nearly large enough to meet the 5,000 acre 
minimum necessary for wilderness designation.  Hopefully, a June 10 field trip to 
Guatay will finally be realized following several postponed trips due to bad weather.  
Bob Greenburg will lead the trip to see ancient cypresses.  Kay noted that the scoping 
period for the wilderness designation ends June 11, then it goes into the draft EIS 
process for another two or three months, ending with the Final EIS after that.  Frank 
Landis offered to write comments on behalf of CNPS if he is provided information 
from the June 17 trip. 

 Hospitality – Jonathan Dunn reported that the there was nothing out of budget or 
goals and objectives for the month of May.  Betsy Cory supervised 3 volunteers who 
provided 8 hours of work.  There is no replacement yet for Mike Bregantic. 

 
Kay Stewart moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:36PM.  Susan Krzywicki seconded.  The 
motion passed unanimously (8 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 


