
Approved Board Meeting Minutes 
San Diego Chapter of the California Native Plant Society 

February 8, 2012 6:37PM to 8:33PM – Audubon Offices, 4010 Morena Blvd. 
 
 

 
Board Members Present:  Tom Beltran, Cindy Burrascano, Mike Evans, Connie di 
Girolamo, Susan Krzywicki, Frank Landis, Tom Oberbauer, Greg Rubin, Bobbie 
Stephenson, Kay Stewart 
Announced Absences:  Jonathan Dunn 
Unannounced Absences:  None 
Guests:  None 
 
Tom Oberbauer called the meeting to order at 6:37PM. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Cindy Burrascano moved to approve the January 4, 2012 board 
meeting minutes as amended.  Kay Stewart seconded.  The motion passed (9 in favor, 0 
opposed, Greg Rubin abstained). 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Connie di Girolamo presented the board with the Treasurer’s 
Report.  Connie reported that the Invasives Committee will need $315 more but they only 
have $25 left in their budget.  Additional funds will also be needed for book purchases.  
Connie projects an additional $2,000 in income from book sales but $2,000 will be 
needed to replenish book inventory.  The propagation committee, per Kay Stewart, will 
need an additional $300 for a cart.  Money was paid last month to the Point Loma project.  
The project stared the year with $4,400 in the bank and just recently received a $1,560 
reimbursement request. That leaves about $2,900 on the grant.  Tom Oberbauer noted 
that we have a large inventory of books, about 4 years’ worth.  At some point, we want to 
sell them via the Web.  Other chapters use Amazon.com to sell books.  We buy about 
$3,000 of books annually and sell about $5,000.  Regarding reserves, we will have about 
$10,000 less at the end of this fiscal year than the year before.  The largest difference was 
about $5,600 in additional grants and gifts.  Other differences include $2,800 in expenses 
for the Native Garden Tour and a shortfall in donations of about $2,400.  The board had 
no additional questions regarding the Jan 2012 Treasurer’s Report.  Bobbie Stephenson 
motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Frank Landis seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously (10 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 
 
Action Items: 
 Tom Oberbauer motioned to authorize Clayton Tschudy to sign letters for recognition 

of donations made to the garden tour for IRS compliance.  Frank Landis seconded.  
The motion passed unanimously (10 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 

 Connie Di Girolamo motioned to approve budget overages in the 2011-12 fiscal year 
as follows:  $2,000 for book purchase, $315 for the Invasives Committee, and a $300 
cart for the Propagation Committee.  Mike Evans seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously (10 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 



 Kay Stewart motioned that our chapter join this coalition (Solar Done Right) for 
emphasizing distributed solar versus industrial scale development in the open spaces.  
Frank Landis seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (10 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 
abstained). 

 Kay Stewart motioned that the president can make the mailing list available to 
committee chairs.  The committee chair will be required to offer an opt-out option to 
members on the list for that particular committee’s activity.  Greg Rubin seconded.  
The motion passed (8 in favor, Tom Beltran opposed, Bobbie Stephenson abstained). 

 Frank Landis moved to extend the meeting until the Treasurer’s Report is approved.  
Kay Stewart seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (10 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 
abstained). 

    
Committee Reports: 
 Garden Tour – Susan Krzywicki reported on the tour.  Some of the income and 

expenses will fall into the 2011-12 fiscal year, which is not a problem.  In general, 
our income and expenses are about even.  If we can’t maintain this trend, then we will 
cut some discretionary expenses as the tour approaches.  The VIP party for sponsors, 
docents, and homeowners will be held at the Chula Vista Nature Center as a thank 
you.  It will be held on the eve of the tour.  Media will also be invited.  Almost all of 
the tour gardens are lined up.  However, there were a couple late entries and we are 
working now to make sure that those gardens are acceptable.  We expect 25 total 
gardens in the tour.  There are approximately 28 docents who are non high school 
students.  High school student volunteers will round out the docent roster.  Student 
training will be held March 1 at Balboa Park, followed by a Saturday hike.  We are 
short on sponsorships so some tour features may need to be curtailed.  Web 
development was slow so the web site’s debut was delayed, but everything has been 
worked out now.  Tour and chance drawing tickets are being sold.  Susan reported 
that she is now receiving emails when PayPal transactions are made.  Connie 
explained that funds from these transactions flow through directly to our PayPal 
account.  Connie has been out of town so she needs to check to see how much has 
been received so far.  Tour sales are projected to be 500 tickets.  Tour homes will 
have checklists with plants which will be available for delivery from Moosa Creek 
Nursery.  Connie mentioned the need to provide sponsors with a personalized thank 
you letter that states that CNPS is a 501(c)(3) organization and that their contributions 
are tax deductible.  We will add money to the 2012-13 budget for the 2013 Garden 
Tour. 

 Conservation – Frank Landis reported about The Tunnels on Del Mar Mesa.  The area 
contains vernal pools and the City of San Diego is probably going to extend a road 
through it.  Mountain bikers are currently the major impact on the vernal pools.  
Frank hopes that we have a coalition by the time the vernal pool HCP comes up.  The 
area is part of the Rancho Peñasquitos management area and rangers are on site.  
Frank just received the CNPS letterhead and will send the letter written by Tom 
Oberbauer to BLM tomorrow. 

 Rare Plants – Frank Landis reported that the first survey was last Monday.  This year, 
Frank is racing to beat the Feb 15 Snowy Plover closure.  So, Frank and his group are 
out on the beaches right now.  The next survey will be this coming Friday. 



 T-Shirts – Frank Landis reported that only 2 T-shirts were sold at the Conservation 
Conference.  We’re just about at the break even point.  Sales are slow, so Frank 
thinks that we will be selling them for a long time to come. 

 Books and Posters – Cindy Burrascano reported that there’s nothing new. 
 Newsletter – Bobbie Stephenson reported that the mailing list has been updated and 

that we now have about 100 people who are receiving the e-newsletter in lieu of the 
paper copy.  Cindy Burrascano inquired about the status of the new-members’ 
newsletter.  Bobbie still needs to update it, to include current information about board 
members. 

 Chapter Website – no report 
 Invasive Plants – no report 
 Field Trips – Kay Stewart reported that she has some really good trips in planning but 

she still wants more suggestions, such as The Tunnels.  One trip is planned for 
Guatay Mountain.  Another is planned for Crest where Chocolate Lilies bloom on 
South Crest.  Kay’s focus is to get groups to visit more preserves with the land 
management plans in hand so that the conservation aspect of land management can be 
discussed.  Tom Oberbauer suggested McGinty Mountain, in May, which is 
BLM/USFWS/TNC land that is managed under the San Diego County MSCP 
program.  John Martin is the contact person for that area and Zac Principe for TNC.  

 
Discussion Items: 
 Connie presented the “first cut” draft budget for the 2012-13 fiscal year.  If all income 

and expense play out according to this draft, expenses would exceed income by about 
$345.  This compares to $6,000 to $7,000 budgeted losses over the last couple of 
years. 

 San Diego Botanical Society Fee - This has already been taken care of.  There is 
nothing more to be done. 

 Mini Grants – two requests to submit mini grant requests have been received.  The 
request forms have not been completed yet.  One is from the Girl Scouts who want to 
plant natives in the Rose Canyon area.  Frank thinks that they intend to plant them too 
late, that most plants would die.  Frank believes that it would not be a desirable 
project since the outcome would be neither rewarding nor encouraging.  The 
Riverview mini grant plans to give away native plants.  Tom Oberbauer will send 
emails encouraging that they resubmit them in the fall. 

 Distributed Solar (Solar Done Right) – Frank Landis and Kay Stewart both 
encouraged our support in order to avoid utility scale projects in the open desert.  The 
board voted and passed a motion.  See action items above. 

 Google Request – Mike Evans explained Google services, such as Google+, and 
compared them to others’ services, such as Facebook and Yahoo!. 

 
Tom Oberbauer motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:33PM.  Frank Landis seconded.  
The motion passed unanimously (10 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained) 


