
Approved Board Meeting Minutes 
San Diego Chapter of the California Native Plant Society 

January 4, 2012 6:40PM to 8:11PM – Audubon Offices, 4010 Morena Blvd. 
 
 

 
Board Members Present:  Tom Beltran, Cindy Burrascano, Mike Evans, Connie di 
Girolamo, Jonathan Dunn, Susan Krzywicki, Frank Landis, Tom Oberbauer, Greg Rubin, 
Bobbie Stephenson, Kay Stewart 
Announced Absences:  None 
Unannounced Absences:  None 
Guests:  None 
 
Kay Stewart called the meeting to order at 6:40PM. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Frank Landis moved to approve the Dec 7, 2011 board meeting 
minutes as amended.  Susan Krzywicki seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (11 
in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Connie di Girolamo presented the board with the Treasurer’s 
Report.  Connie would like to have written 501(c)(3) acknowledgements for donations 
per IRS regulations.  In addition, she would like to hear from mini grants to explain how 
money was used.  Money that was spent on legal aide might need to be reviewed and 
reported to CNPS state.  The Chaparral Institute, a 501(c)(4) organization, is an 
organization type that is a little more political than a 501(c)(3). It is treated differently 
and requires more reporting to CNPS state. Connie needs to notify the bank who are the 
newly elected board members and who will be the new account signers.  Frank Landis 
moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Tom Oberbauer seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously (10 in favor, 0 opposed, Mike Evans abstained). 
 
Action Items:   
 Bobbie Stephenson nominated Tom Oberbauer as chapter president.  Frank Landis 

seconded.  The motion passed (10 in favor, 0 opposed, Tom Oberbauer abstained) 
 Frank Landis nominated Connie di Girolamo as chapter treasurer and Tom Beltran as 

chapter secretary.  Susan Krzywicki seconded.  The motion passed (9 in favor, 0 
opposed, Connie di Girolamo and Tom Beltran abstained) 

 Cindy Burrascano nominated Jonathan Dunn as chapter vice-president.  Bobbie 
Stephenson seconded.  The motion passed.  (10 in favor, 0 opposed, Jonathan Dunn 
abstained) 

 Frank Landis motioned to thank Kay Stewart for her service as chapter president.  
Susan Krzywicki seconded.  The motion passed.  (10 in favor, 0 opposed, Kay 
Stewart abstained) 

 Kay Stewart, Connie di Girolamo, Cindy Burrascano, Bobbie Stephenson are 
currently authorized bank account signers.  Susan Krzywicki motioned to name Tom 
Oberbauer, Connie di Girolamo, Bobbie Stephenson, and Cindy Burrascano as the 



new authorized signers on the chapter checking and savings accounts.  Greg Rubin 
seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (11 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained) 

    
Committee Reports: 
 T-Shirts – Frank Landis reported that 54 T-shirts remain in inventory.  50 shirts will 

go to the conservation conference.  Two T-shirts were sold in January.  56 people 
applied for the art contest but only 18 were selected.  The winner was picked by vote 
at the general meeting. 

 Rare Plants – Frank Landis reported that the survey is starting up.  The Silver Strand 
will be done in January or February.  Phacelia solara is already coming up.  

 Conservation – Frank Landis reported that he will start putting his own name on 
comment letters.  He submitted two comment letters just before Christmas and will be 
commenting on the Julian Dead and Dying Tree Program.  The key concern for that 
program is that we don’t want it to spread the Gold Spotted Oak Borer (GSOB).  
Frank commented during the scoping process for the City of San Diego HCP vernal 
pools.  The City planned on surveying 8 species, but Frank wants them to survey 20.  
97 to 98-percent of vernal pools are already gone, yet the City of San Diego wants to 
take even more.  Camino del Sur is to be extended and Frank believes that the need 
for an additional evacuation route will be argued as justification for the extension.  
Mountain bikers are damaging vernal pools.  Frank wants an outreach program to 
persuade them to improve/avoid impacts.   

 Newsletter – Bobbie Stephenson reported that the January newsletter was mailed 
today and that the e-newsletter went out yesterday.  About 10-percent of chapter 
members now receive the e-newsletter. 

 Programming – Eric Bowlby will present Canyonlands at the next general meeting.   
 Book/Poster – Cindy Burrascano reported that there will be no chapter sales table at 

the public-day event. 
 Field Trips – Kay Stewart reported that she was thinking about getting together with 

the Department of Fish and Game and MSCP to visit areas where there have been 
monitoring programs and to include someone who has been involved with the 
monitoring.  The objective would be to show, in the field, how conservation comes 
together.   

 Garden Committee – Susan Krzywicki reported that Clayton Tschudy has gone part 
time at work, so he will have more time for Pay Pal, the tour website, and volunteers.  
Unfortunately, sponsors are scarce but we expect to get more now that the website is 
up. Donations of $3,000 have been received so far.   Pay Pal will be up and working 
in the next couple of days.  The focus is on home gardeners so terminology is in lay 
terms.  Online registration is now available.  Transaction fees are minimized when 5 
or more tickets are purchased.  Docent training will be in December. The tour will 
start in South County at the Chula Vista Nature Center on Saturday.  The tour for 
North County will start Sunday at Las Palitas Nursery.  Moosa Creek Nursery will 
host the VIP Venue Party.  Moosa will donate 12% of sales to CNPS San Diego and 
Las Palitas will donate 10%.  



 
 
Discussion Items: 
 Connie will not be at the next board meeting, when the budget process begins.  Tom 

Oberbauer said that it’s important that the budget process move forward in Connie’s 
absence.  Connie will follow up if folks will send her the information. 

 Kay Stewart thanked everyone who helped her during her time as chapter president. 
 
 
Connie di Girolamo motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:11PM.  Frank Landis 
seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (11 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained) 


