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CNPS SAN DIEGO CHAPTER ANNUAL REPORT –  2011 
Prepared by Kay Stewart, 2011 Chapter President,  

February 20, 2012 
 

The San Diego Chapter requests a subvention from the State CNPS.  
 
The report is organized alphabetically by Chapter activity, with a brief summary at the end. 
 
Book and Poster Sales 
 
The Chapter has raised about $4700 through the efforts of sales table chair Cindy Burrascano, 
chair, assisted by member Sue Marchetti and others. The sale of books and other materials 
contributed to the education of people in the San Diego Region.  Income from the sale of 41 
different titles accounted for approx. $4200 of income, while t-shirts, posters, cards, hats, 
seeds, and plants, earned the remainder. The table operated at each of the eleven general 
membership meetings, the October plant sale, and State Chapter Council Meeting in 
September. Some sales were generated through Marie Barret in the eastern part of the chapter 
and Megan Enright through some north county chapter meetings as well as some sales at public 
events. In addition, books were ordered and receipts were tallied for the chapter’s treasurer. 
Poster Sales were passed to James Rader during the year. The volunteer effort for this essential 
part of the chapter activity is estimated at 100 hours of volunteer time. 
 
Chapter Council Representative 
 
Chapter member Dave Varner served as the Chapter Council Representative. He attended three 
of four quarterly meetings, contributing around 75 hours including advance preparation and 
travel.   
 
CNPS 2012 Conservation Conference  
 
The chapter was pleased to continue to prepare for the 2012 state Conservation Conference. 
Vince Scheidt continued to serve as the chair of the state level steering committee, while CNPS 
member Dick Miller headed the local arrangements committee and organized monthly 
meetings to coordinate with the state staff, event planner, and Chapter members/volunteers. 
Many members helped planning: of particular note, members Dave Varner headed the Public 
Day planning; Dick Miller chaired the AV committee; Isabelle Kay helped locate student 
volunteers; Carolyn Martus planned field trips; Michelle Cox helped organize volunteer 
assignments; Kay Stewart served as chapter liaison; Stephanie Shigematsu arranged for silent 
auction donations in the chapter; and Meghan Dinkins, Scott Jones, and Taylor Parker also 
contributed hours to planning. These many volunteers donated a conservative estimated 200 
hours in 2011.  
 
In addition, the following 27 Public Day presenters donated an estimated 4 hours of 
preparation time by years’ end (the actual presentation donation time should be reported in 
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next year’s 2012 Annual Report.): Connie Beck, Chris Brennan, Cathleen Chilcote Wallace, Kasey 
Cinciarelli, Mike Evans, Anne Fege, Connie Flores,  Shelley Glenn Lee, Mary Ann Hawke, Paul 
Herzog, Cindy Jenson-Elliott,  John Muir Laws, Mike Letteriello, Karen Mabb, Diane Nygaard, 
Nicole Olmstead, Kristie Orosco,  Rose Ramirez, Gene Ratcliffe, Greg Rubin, Abe Sanchez, 
Deborah Small, Kay Stewart, Sean Telles, Jeanne Waterford, Erika Weikel, Ryan West;  for a 
total of over 100 hours of donated time in addition to the 200 hours noted above, for an 
estimate 300 hours of donated volunteer time in 2011 for planning for the Conservation 
Conference. 
 
Conservation  
 
The Conservation committee was chaired by Carrie Schneider with transfer at the end of the 
year to Frank Landis. Ten monthly meetings were held.  The six active members wrote 
comment letters regarding developments or plans in the City of San Diego (the PEIR for Master 
Storm Water System Maintenance Program, Gables Carmel Valley), San Diego County (Rancho 
Nuevo Major Subdivision, Howland TPM, and Wind Energy Zoning Ordinance and General Plan 
Amendment), and Federal (revised critical habitat for Monardella viminea and taxonomic 
revision for Monardella linoides and South Coast Draft Resource Management Plan and 
Environmental Impact Statement). Committee members testified at public hearing involving 
changes to the City of San Diego Land Development Code and on the vernal pools HCP revision.   
 
The City of San Diego was questioned about the use of a CEQA exemption to carry out sewer 
replacement projects in MSCP conservation land near Alvarado Court. No reply was received.  
 
A letter was sent to Mayor Voepel of the City of Santee, reviewing the failure of a 
transplantation project for smooth tarplant (Centromadia pungens ssp. laevis) which was 
mitigation for the Santee Trolley Square Commercial Center. Only one out of three transplanted 
sites could be considered successful. Remarkably, we received a response from Mayor Voepel 
agreeing with our assessment, stating that there was no long-term funding mechanism to 
ensure survival after the 5-year mitigation period had ended (and that the City continued to 
attempt restoration at a County-owned site in a wetland preserve). 
 
The Legal Fund was grown to $6700 by donations from chapter members. 
  
The committee continued to participate in the development of the Environmental Quality 
Report Card for the City of San Diego Council members, by recommending issues for 
consideration by Strategic Community Consulting group and providing background information 
on issues. The committee also prepared a Chapter Poster for the 2012 Conservation Conference 
(titled Supporting Community Habitat Programs in San Diego). 
 
The conservation volunteers contributed an estimated 400 hours. 
 
Executive Board 
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Executive Board officers were ; Kay Stewart, President;  Tom Oberbauer, Vice-President; Tom 
Beltran, Secretary; and Connie di Girolamo, Treasurer.  The Executive Board held eleven 
meetings in 2010. The President donated an estimated 200 hours to Board-related activities. 
Including responding to chapter committee needs, writing six “Prez Sez” columns, preparing for 
and chairing the monthly board meetings. The Vice President donated an estimated 60 hours, 
including organizing board elections. The Secretary donated an estimated 100 hours, preparing 
minutes and other board correspondence and packages for the meetings. The Treasurer 
donated an estimated 200 hours, including 10 hours per month for routine bookkeeping plus 
additional time spent on annual budget planning, helping the chapter experiment with using a 
credit card reader for plant sales, and coordinating with the Garden Committee on the use of 
PayPal. The estimate of combined hours donated by the Executive Board was therefore 560 
hours.  
 
- Non-Executive Board Members 
 
The participation of board members in Chapter monthly board meetings was very high, with 
eight to ten members at every meeting, and advance preparation clearly having been done, as 
board members were familiar with the contents of the agendas. Therefore, an estimate of time 
donated by the board members to Chapter operations can be estimated conservatively at 150 
hours. 
 
Field Trips 
 
The Chapter organizes and leads two kinds of field trips. One type is called plant walks, for the 
general public, to help people learn to identify and to appreciate common native plants in local 
canyons and open space areas. The public plant walks are organized by, and under the 
leadership of, member Paul Hormick. An additional monthly public plant walk  in Tecolote 
Canyon has been led by members for years. The other Chapter field trips to wildland sites 
scattered all over San Diego County, are for members, and emphasize botanical study and 
taxonomy. These trips are organized by Kay Stewart. Botanists volunteer time to lead these 
walks. Nine volunteers led eighteen public plant walks in 2011. Approximately 200 members of 
the general public participated in these 18 events. Seven members’ botanical/taxonomic field 
trips drew approximately 90 participants. The estimated donated time for both kinds of Chapter 
field trips (including preparing plant check lists and time spent on publicity), was approximately 
300 hours. 
 
Hospitality 
 
Three volunteers on the Hospitality Committee, led by chair Betsy Cory, set up and provided 
food at ten monthly chapter meetings  and our annual holiday party in December.  The 
volunteers donated approximately 70 hours to setup, cleanup, and buying supplies, food, and 
drinks. 
 
Invasive Plants  
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2011 was the second full year for this committee.  The goal is to provide volunteer services to 
open space parks needing help with exotic plant populations, and to use the activity to train 
CNPS volunteers to become knowledgeable weed workers.  Topics covered include safety 
considerations, herbicide labels, drilling techniques for palms, and cut-stump herbicide 
application.  These topics are covered within the context of habitat restoration, stewardship 
and fire prevention.  Many people have participated, with a core of about five people who have 
come consistently to care for the half-dozen open space sites.  An estimated 400 field hours 
were volunteered by Committee Chair Arne Johanson and weed control volunteers. 
 
 
Gardening 
 
The Gardening committee, under the chairmanship of Susan Krzywicki, continued to refine its 
mission to educate chapter members and the general public by offering nine “Natives for 
Novices” gardening workshops before the monthly meeting (organized by Sue Marchetti) and 
producing 15 gardening fact sheets, part of an anticipated series of 40. We have completed one 
new school garden under the direction of Jim Rader: Park Village Elementary. Natives for 
Novices, and Fact Sheet development, Fourteen active committee members, led by chairperson 
Susan Krzywicki, volunteered an estimated 320 hours for these activities. 
 
The Gardening Committee members started planning a native garden tour for April 2012. 
Under Clayton Tschudy, the garden tour planning had made great progress in 2011. Web pages 
were designed and registration via PayPal was scheduled to go live by February 2012, at which 
time income from ticket sales will be possible.  Master Gardeners and students at two high 
schools are volunteering to serve as site docents for each home garden on the tour. Training for 
docents will begin in March 2012. 
$2500 had been committed by several sponsors by years’ end. Allied environmental 
organizations and businesses will have tables and conduct sales at the tour’s two starting 
locations. Chula Vista Nature Center has donated their beautiful space for a VIP Party before 
the tour. An estimated 270 hours were spent by year’s end planning the Garden Tour. 
 
Two public native plant gardens are being under CNPS gardening committee direction. Member 
Wes Hudson has continued to develop the North Park Native Plant Demonstration Garden, and 
Peter St. Clair and Kay Stewart coordinate monthly work parties at the Old Town State Park 
Native Plant Garden. These activities, including publicity, have resulted in over 300 hours of 
donated volunteer time. 
 
The Gardening Committee has enabled 890 donated volunteer hours through these various 
works. 
 
Newsletter 
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CNPSSD Editor, Bobbie Stephenson, suggested to the Board that the newsletters be published 
each month of the year since there is always so much information to be included, and the 
Board agreed.  Therefore, twelve issues of the chapter newsletter, each eight pages long, were 
produced and distributed during 2011.   The September issue included a separate one page 
flyer for the fall plant sale and the October issue included a separate ballot for the chapter 
elections.  The newsletter advertised chapter meetings, field trips, the 2012 CNPS Conservation 
Conference, and other CNPS activities; provided reports from committee chairs; and included 
articles submitted by members, particularly a series of multi-page articles on various aspects of 
San Diego County botany by Tom Oberbauer and a wildfire article by Rick Halsey.  In addition, 
one month members were encouraged to submit any concerns about the newsletter and 
whether they thought any changes needed to be made.  The feedback was that people like the 
newsletter and a couple of people said they particularly like the more in depth articles where 
they can learn more about native plants.  Kay Stewart urged the use of more pictures and 
graphics in the newsletter.    A controversial issue arose when a reference about wildfire in one 
of Mr. Oberbauer’s articles was challenged by Mr. Halsey.  The result of the controversy was a 
process that laid out the steps if another such controversy arises, and a policy for the 
newsletter that states,  
 
“The newsletter is not peer reviewed and any opinions expressed are those of the author 
identified at the end of each notice or article. The editor is allowed to edit submissions to 
improve factual accuracy, improve readability, to shorten them to fit in the newsletter space, 
and to reduce liability of CNPS to legal challenges that arise from submission. The author has 
final say if the article is to appear in the newsletter as edited. In the event that an article, as 
edited, is not satisfactory to the author, the author can then appeal to the board.” 
 Slowly more chapter members are choosing to receive the electronic version of the newsletter: 
by year’s end, 71 members, around 10%, had chosen that option.   
 
Bobbie Stephenson volunteered an estimated 190 hours working on the newsletter and 
coordinating with submittal writers. Time donated by volunteer members who have written 
articles has not been estimated, but could amount to another several hundred hours. 
 
Outreach  
 
The Public Outreach committee, headed by chair Margy Day, used the Chapter’s two tabletop 
exhibits so volunteers could attend concurrent events, since April and May are filled with 
weekend outdoor events. The exhibits were displayed around San Diego County. These 
included Earth Day, San Diego Horticultural Society, Mount Helix Environmental Fair, San Diego 
Science Teachers’ Conference, Tecolote Canyon Baskets and Botany, and UCSD and Cuyamaca 
College events. A conservative estimate of 180 hours of volunteer time (including travel) was 
expended for outreach at these numerous events. 
 
The first annual Native Plant Week in April was celebrated for the first time in 2011. Member 
Frank Landis organized a Native Plant Art Contest to choose a San Diego native plant image to 
publicize Native Plant week. Thirty-four entries were received (photographs, manipulated 
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photos and paintings) and presented at the March general meeting. The people attending that 
meeting then voted for their favorite. James Soe Nyun's "Chalk Dudleya, Budding Out," was the 
winner.  However a volunteer failed to collaborate as expected, and the image was not used for 
2011 Native Plant Week publicity.  The image was, however, printed on 100 t-shirts for the fall 
plant sale. If all the t-shirts sell at $15 each, these sales will net approximately $411 over the 
cost of production, and the wearers will publicize CNPS, the San Diego chapter, and the beauty 
of native plants quite nicely.  
 
Frank Landis concluded  that many talented artists are within the CNPSSD region.  The Chapter 
could benefit if it could tap this talent pool in the future. However, CNPSSD failed in this 
instance to use the artwork to advertise the beauty of native plants for Native Plant Week, 
despite the hard work of Frank and other volunteers. These volunteers donated an estimated 
60 hours on this worthwhile project, not including the volunteer efforts of the artists whose 
work was submitted. 
 
Plant Propagation 
 
The Plant Propagation committee, under co-chairs Connie Beck and Amy Huie, is a cooperative 
effort between CNPS volunteers and the City of San Diego Parks and Recreation Department.   
 
Approximately 1200 plants have been successfully propagated with plants being donated to  
the CNPS fall sale, and for use in Balboa Park's native display garden.  Plants have also been 
made available to the Park Rangers for their planting projects in the park and in open space 
areas. Sixteen volunteers, with an average of eight on every 3-hour work-party day, led by co-
chairs, met 10 times at the Kate Sessions nursery in Balboa Park during the year, donating a 
total of approximately 90 hours.  
  
Plant Sales: The San Diego Chapter participates in two plant sales every year. 
 
- Spring Plant Sale 
 
Chair Kirsten Olafson helped coordinate the annual spring plant sale at Tree of Life Nursery 
(TOLN) on March 5, 2011. There were 7 chapter members assisting TOLN staff with plant sales 
and education, with 1 of these volunteers speaking on the topic of “Natives for Wildlife.” TOLN 
generously donated 20% of the plant sales from the day to the San Diego chapter. These 
volunteers contributed approximately 45 hours of effort. In addition, publicity efforts took at 
least another 25 hours of volunteer time. This included design and production of a flyer, 
distributing the flyer to various locations in the county, and sending out online announcements 
and postings of the sale. 
 
- Fall Plant Sale 
 
The biggest chapter event of the year is the Fall Plant Sale, chaired  by Carolyn Martus with 
substantial assistance by Mary Kelly and too  many others to name. Between volunteers 
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planning the plant sale,  ordering plants for day-of-sale sales as well as advanced sales, ten  to 
fifteen members growing plants, ten members tagging plants at three nurseries before the sale, 
a group of volunteers orders, collects and  packages all the seed, and the day of sale,  fifty 
volunteers  assisting with unloading, setting up, selling and loading the plants,   and cleaning up, 
the estimate of hours is 1,000. 
 
Programs 
 
The ten general membership meetings held in the Casa Del Prado in Balboa Park were planned 
by Program chair Claude Edwards, including inviting, writing notices and working with publicity, 
hosting the speakers for a pre-program dinner, and being MC at the meeting. Claude donated 
an estimated 60 hours. 
 
Publicity 
 
The Publicity Chair Pat Fishtein has worked publicizing chapter meetings, pre-meeting seminars 
and canyon walks in print and electronic media. Roland Roberge has been consistent 
participant by helping with his computer skills.  About 90 hours of volunteer time were 
donated. 
 
Rare Plants 
 
Fred Roberts, the chapter’s Rare Plant Botanist, did not provide an estimate of his hours in 
2011, but his activities helping San Diego, Riverside, and Orange County CNPS continued 
unabated. In 2010 he estimated he spent over 60 hours on behalf of San Diego’s rare plants. 
The same number would be reasonable to assume for 2011. 
 
Rare Plant Survey 
 
The 2011 Rare Plant Survey Committee is chaired by Frank Landis, who chaired in 2010 and will 
continue in 2012.  For the second consecutive year, his committee’s efforts won second place in 
the state's rare plant treasure hunt.   
 
This year, the rare plant survey focused on CNPS-listed plants growing on coastal sand dunes.  
The survey locations were: Silver Strand State Beach, Silver Strand Elementary, Fiesta Island, 
Black’s Beach, Torrey Pines State Reserve, Cardiff State Beach, and Batiquitos Lagoon.   
The committee found between 714,283 and 933,172 dune plants.  The estimate range is due to 
the fact that some populations (particularly at Silver Strand State Beach) were too big to count 
directly and needed to be estimated.  Averaging among low and high population estimates, 
volunteers found approximately 10,000 Robinson's pepper-grass (Lepidium virginicum var. 
robinsonii), 39,370 Nuttall's Lotus (Lotus nuttallianus), 768,722 coastal woollyheads 
(Nemacaulis denudata var. denudata), 4,414 Brand's phacelia (Phacelia stellaris), 327 red sand 
verbena (Abronia maritima), 63 spiny rush (Juncus acutus ssp. leopoldii), and 827 Woolly 
seablite (Suaeda taxifolia).  Note that the first four species are all CNPS list 1B sensitive species, 
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while the last three are list 4.  The committee reported the results to the landowners, who in 
this case are State Parks (Silver Strand, Black's Beach, Torrey Pines, and Cardiff), California 
Department of Fish and Game (Batiquitos), and City of San Diego (Fiesta Island), as well as to 
state CNPS rare plants and to the California Natural Diversity Database.  Dr. Landis used the 
2010-2011 rare plant survey data as the basis for his talk at the 2012 CNPS Conservation 
Conference.   
 
The eighteen volunteers on the committee collectively contributed over 152 hours working for 
this committee. 
 
Seed Collection 
 
This committee disbanded in early 2011 due to the Chair experiencing time constraints.  
 
Vegetation Mapping 
 
Member Anna Bennett continued to lead Vegetation Mapping events in 2011 but did not 
provide an estimate of volunteer hours.  In 2010 Anna organized a series of workshops to map 
vegetation types and train volunteers in the transect procedures. The vegetation mapping 
results are used to augment state records. Altogether in 2010 the volunteers donated 
approximately 600 hours of effort.  
 
Website 
 
WebMaster Mary Alice Kessler continued to volunteer to maintain and update the Chapter 
website at www.cnpssd.org. She had to expend extra effort collaborating with the web design 
firm that was hired by the Gardening committee for the garden tour coming up in April 2012. 
Mary Alice estimated this resulted in her donating 200 hours in 2011. 
 
Summary 
 
CNPS members and others contributed over 5,300 hours documented time plus an estimated 
660 hours that were not reported, to support the San Diego Chapter’s activities in 2011. Hours 
donated by Council Secretary Marty Foltyn and State Board member Vince Scheidt are not 
tallied with the Chapter volunteer efforts, and should be accounted for elsewhere, as these 
would be substantial contributions to CNPS. 
 
Concerns for the chapter are principally how to continue to sustain this high level of 
participation, and to use these efforts to reach out to a broader segment of the general public, 
to encourage more people to participate in the appreciation and conservation of California’s 
flora. 
 
 
 

http://www.cnpssd.org/
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