
Approved Board Meeting Minutes 
San Diego Chapter of the California Native Plant Society 

October 5, 2011 6:45PM to 8:40PM – Audubon Offices, 4010 Morena Blvd. 
 
 

 
Board Members Present:  Tom Beltran, Connie di Girolamo, Wes Hudson, Frank 
Landis, Tom Oberbauer, Bobbie Stephenson, Kay Stewart 
Announced Absences:  Cindy Burrascano, Jonathan Dunn, Susan Krzywicki 
Unannounced Absences:  None 
Guests:  Rick Halsey, Greg Rubin, Kristen Olafson 
 
Kay Stewart called the meeting to order at 6:45PM. 
 
Introduction of Guests:  Kristen Olafson is in charge of the Spring Plant Sale.  Greg 
Rubin is considering becoming a board member.  Rick Halsey is from the California 
Chaparral Institute. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Frank Landis moved to approve the September 7, 2011 board 
meeting minutes as amended.  Wes Hudson seconded.  The motion passed unanimously 
(6 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained, Kay Stewart did not vote). 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Connie di Girolamo presented the board with the September 
treasurer’s report.  There were no questions.  Connie did a projection of funds as of Sept 
2011.  Restricted donations are up over last year, plus the money for the plant tour.  The 
bottom line is that the income vs. expenses will be about equal.  Connie thinks there are 
opportunities to improve book sales.  Connie says there is $30,000 in book inventory and 
that figure doesn’t change much.  Frank Landis moved to accept the treasurer’s report.  
Wes Hudson seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (7 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 
abstained). 
 
Action Items:   
 Frank Landis moved to support Kristen Olafson’s efforts at the Tree of Life (TOL) 

plant sale with the understanding that we would not get a donation from TOL as an 
outreach event.  Wes Hudson seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (7 in favor, 
0 opposed, 0 abstained).  

 Bobbie Stephenson nominated Frank Landis as chair of the Conservation Committee.  
Tom Oberbauer seconded.  The motion passed (6 in favor, 0 opposed, Frank Landis 
abstained). 

 Bobbie Stephenson motioned to nominate Marty Foltyn for reelection to Chapter 
Council Secretary.  Frank Landis seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (7 in 
favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 

 The solicitation for a donation to San Diego Natural History Museum for leather 
bound “Baja Flora” books was continued until next year. 

 Projections show that it is unlikely that chapter emergency funds will be utilized this 
year so the subject was tabled to the future. 



 Bobbie Stephenson asked the board to advise regarding newsletter editorial content.  
Frank Landis motioned that the board establish the policy, “The newsletter is not peer 
reviewed and any opinions expressed are those of the author identified at the end of 
each notice or article.  The editor is allowed to edit submissions to improve factual 
accuracy, improve readability, to shorten them to fit in the newsletter space, and to 
reduce liability of CNPS to legal challenges that arise from submission.  The author 
has final say if the article is to appear in the newsletter as edited.”  Tom Oberbauer 
seconded.  The motion passed (5 in favor, 0 opposed, Wes Hudson abstained, Kay 
Stewart did not vote). 

 Wes Hudson motioned to establish the policy, “In the event that an article, as edited, 
is not satisfactory to the author, the author can then appeal to the board”. The motion 
passed unanimously (6 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained, Kay Stewart did not vote). 

 Frank Landis motioned to continue to meeting until 8:40PM.  Tom Beltran seconded.  
The motion passed (6 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained, Kay Stewart did not vote). 

 
Committee Reports: 
 Spring Plant Sale – Kristen Olafson reported that Tree of Life (TOL) is not in a 

position to make a donation to the Chapter.  This Saturday, October 8, will be a sale 
and CNPS members will receive a 10% discount.  CNPS Orange County has agreed 
to partner with us.  This will be an outreach activity.  Kristen wants to work with 
membership since she has no experience in that area.  Kristen will create a flyer.  
Connie di Girolamo suggested sending volunteers and in return we could have a book 
table, for example.  Kristen’s objective is to make a nice gesture since TOL has been 
good to our chapter. 

 Garden – Susan reported that the tour, scheduled for April 28 & 29, has five 
committed sponsors.  Finishing touches are being put on the tour website.  The tour is 
just short of the number of needed docents.  Sites for the VIP party and the 
participating gardens have been committed. Natives for Novices has enjoyed good 
attendance and the agenda is filled through spring. No new fact sheets for this month, 
but ten of them are available at the web site. 

 Field Trips – Kay Stewart reported that public trips are active and are getting good 
interest.  Greg Rubin, Chris Brennan, Kay Stewart, et al. are actively participating 
with the Cuyamaca restoration. 

 North Park Garden – Wes Hudson reported that he hopes that the garden looks better 
by the end of the season (or else?).  Responding to the suggestion that a school 
becomes involved, Wes said that it would be too much of a hassle. 

 Conservation – Frank Landis was elected to committee chair (see action items).  
Frank, who has been the primary writer on comment letters, won’t do it while 
committee chair.  Tom Oberbauer volunteered to write comments as long as someone 
else signs the comment letter. 

 T-shirts – Frank Landis reported that he will have the t-shirts in time for the fall plant 
sale. 

 Rare Plants – Frank Landis reported that there will be a party on Saturday, October 8, 
for all survey volunteers.  Coastal plants will again be surveyed in spring 2012. Frank 
suggested merging rare plants with conservation. 



 Election – Tom Oberbauer is working to identify those who are up for reelection.  
Frank Landis is up for reelection and Greg Rubin is considering running for the 
board.  Elections are in November. 

 Chapter Council – Kay Stewart, reporting for Chapter Council Representative David 
Varner, said that the 2012 Conservation Conference is approaching but the 
conference is way behind on donations and sponsorships.  This item will be continued 
at the November board meeting.  

 Report Card – We don’t have anyone who wants to go to the report card meetings but 
think we might be able to work though Audubon’s Jim Peugh.  Meetings are in the 
middle of the day, which limits attendance. 

 Books and Posters – no report was presented 
 Outreach – everything is fine, no news to report. 
 Propagation – everything is fine, no news to report 
 Fall Plant Sale – everything is going as planned, no news to report 
 Hospitality – everything is fine, no news to report 
 Publicity – everything is fine, no news to report 
 Education, Library, and Seed Collection – need committee chairs 
 
Discussion Items: 
 The 32nd Street Canyon Task Force reported that a recent court ruling against the 

Greater Golden Hill M.A.D. and the City Economic Development Division may shut 
down similar efforts and programs.  In the short term, nearly $20,000 in commitments 
for improvements and services are at risk.  In the long term, all programs are in 
jeopardy. 

 
Frank Landis moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:40PM.  Kay Steward seconded.  The 
motion passed unanimously (7 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 


