
Approved Board Meeting Minutes 
San Diego Chapter of the California Native Plant Society 

September 7, 2011 6:34PM to 8:25PM – Audubon Offices, 4010 Morena Blvd. 
 
 

 
Board Members Present:  Tom Beltran, Cindy Burrascano, Connie di Girolamo, Frank 
Landis, Tom Oberbauer, Bobbie Stephenson, Kay Stewart 
Announced Absences:  Wes Hudson, Susan Krzywicki 
Unannounced Absences:  None 
Guests:  Jim Roberts, potential board member 
 
Kay Stewart called the meeting to order at 6:34PM. 
 
Introduction of Guests:  Jim Roberts came to the board meeting to observe. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Cindy Burrascano moved to approve the July 6, 2011 board 
meeting minutes with corrections.  Frank Landis seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously (7 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Connie di Girolamo presented the board with the July-August 
treasurer’s report.  Connie signed a contract for credit card services a couple weeks ago 
that will cost $5.00 per month.  The contract is for a two month trial period.  State CNPS 
grudgingly approved.  Frank Landis moved to accept the treasurer’s report.  Bobbie 
Stephenson seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (7 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 
abstained). 
 
Action Items:   
 Tom Oberbauer moved to nominate Jonathan Dunn to the chapter board.  Jonathan 

will serve his term through December 2012.  Connie di Girolamo seconded.  The 
motion passed (6 in favor, 0 opposed, Kay Stewart abstained). 

 Frank Landis moved to appoint Bobbie Stephenson and Cindy Burrascano to serve on 
the elections committee under Committee Chairperson Tom Oberbauer.  Connie di 
Girolamo seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (8 in favor, including Jonathan 
Dunn; 0 opposed; 0 abstained). 

 
Committee Reports: 
 Field Trips – Kay Stewart reported that the recent August field trip to Cuyamaca 

included 13 members and 4 park staff.  Kay formed working groups of 4 people.  She 
reported that park staff is seriously interested in thoughtful feedback.  Public field 
trips are planned for the fall. 

 Newsletter – Bobbie Stephenson reported that the newsletter is very full, so she wants 
to decrease the font size from Georgia 11 to Georgia 10.  Bobbie has some 
suggestions about how to change Tom Oberbauer’s article in the newsletter.  In the 
end, Bobbie will place a change in the newsletter.  Currently, about 62 members are 
receiving their copy of the newsletter electronically. 



 Books – Cindy Burrascano bought 60 copies of Fremontia at a price of $1.50 per 
copy and will be resold for $10.00 each.  Twenty copies went to conservation. 

 Rare Plants – Frank Landis reported that 4 survey reports were issued on recent rare 
plant surveys.  Copies in PDF format are currently available on Frank’s blog and he 
will post them to the chapter website.  Frank still needs to notify CNPS state about 
the survey results. Frank will email copies to the chapter secretary for the chapter 
archives. 

 T-shirts – Frank Landis reported that 100 shirts will be purchased for $8.25 for a total 
of about $1,005, including sales tax.  Sales price has not been determined.  Connie di 
Girolamo and Tom Oberbauer suggested a sale price of $15.00 each.  XXL and 
XXXL would sell for a little more but Tom does not plan on ordering any of them.  
Frank Landis will talk to “T-shirt Lady” for recommendations for size mix.  Frank 
will order T-shirts this coming Friday, September 9. 

 Conservation – Frank Landis reported that no urgent conservation issues.  
Conservation chairperson Carrie Schneider wants to get away from just writing 
comment letters.  Alternatives include Greg Suba’s suggestion to include listing 
packages.  If state CNPS starts to move on fire policy, we can work with local 
agencies with the objective of getting the policies into landowners’ hands.  
Canyonlands now has GIS person on staff to track mitigation sites.  Carrie and Frank 
are the only ones working on anything.  Tom Oberbauer suggested working with the 
EHL (Endangered Habitat League), who has been effective. 

 Chapter Council – Marty Foltyn, Chapter Council Secretary, still needs all the help 
she can get to help setup dinner on Saturday, starting at 5PM.  Saturday will focus on 
conservation throughout the state.  Sunday’s focus will be on the strategic plan, which 
consists of 20-plus individual goals.  The five most important goals include a 50-
percent membership increase by the end of 2012.  State CNPS’s finances are deeply 
in the red.  We want to send a message through Chapter Council Representative 
David Varner that we want more transparency regarding the state budget.  A financial 
report like Connie di Girolamo’s is requested.  Regarding the assessment report, we 
need more civility, especially in print. 

 Propagation Committee – Connie Beck reported that the propagation workshop 
conducted on Thursday, Sept 1, went very well. 

 Public Outreach – Margy Day reported that she attended the South Bay Botanical 
Garden’s Green Scene.  There wasn’t a lot of traffic, maybe 50 people, since the 
CNPS table was off the beaten path and because nothing was offered for sale.  Lots of 
newsletters and fall plant sale flyers were distributed.  Margy, Susan Kryzwicki, and 
Eliana Uetsky staffed the table. Theresa Acerro plans to represent CNPS at Chula 
Vista’s Harbor Days on September 24. 

 North County Satellite Meetings – Michelle Balk reported that the satellite meetings 
have been discontinued, March being the last.  Michelle supports the concept but 
doesn’t have time to run them.  Even quarterly meeting require a lot of work.  None 
of the others involved with the meetings wanted to take over.  Michelle would be 
happy to help train her replacement if volunteer steps forward to take the lead. 

 Fall Plant Sale – Carolyn Martus is looking for someone to take plant sale flyers to 
the September general meeting. 



 Gardening Committee – Susan Kryzwicki reported that five new fact sheets have 
been posted, bringing the total to ten.  Enough Native-For-Novices topics have been 
lined up to last through early spring. 

 Garden Tour – Susan Kryzwicki reported that good progress has been made building 
the tour’s volunteer structure.  Nine volunteers have been charged with building the 
tour process.  The tour web site is currently under construction.  A couple of smaller 
sponsors have committed and are waiting for the web site to go on line.  By the 
October board meeting, there should be several more sponsors and volunteer docents.  
In addition, the web site should be on line. 

 Invasive Weeds – Arne Johanson reported that his group’s season focus has shifted 
from herbaceous weeds to woody weeds, palms, and perennial grasses.  The group is 
working a 25 acre site along Artesian Creek.  The area burned in 2007 and is now 
heavily infested by invasives. One half mile section of creek will be cleared of 
eucalyptus and restored.  The Artesian Creek parcel was also retreated for broom, 
eucalyptus, chrysanthemum, Picris, and fennel.  The group is also working in the 
Lusardi County OS, where more that two acres of Arondo has been removed.  It will 
be re-sprayed in November.  Some caster bean and Tamarix was also cut and treated.  
In Poway’s Blue Sky Preserve, one to two acres of caster bean seedlings were treated 
in the reserve’s upper reaches.  Some pampas grass was also treated. Marijuana was 
found growing on the Lusardi parcel, which was removed by the DEA. 

 
Discussion Items: 

 There chapter has disruptive members from time to time.  There needs to be some 
clarification as to the policy to kick out a member.  The by-laws may need to be 
clarified and/or amended.  Frank Landis requested help to get back his copy of 
The School Garden Book, 1st Edition from Alan Bennett. 

 The Oceanside Foundation has a very nice web site and sent us a nice thank you 
note. 

 Tom Oberbauer will check with the San Diego Zoo to find out if the report from 
the carbon offset mini grant project has been prepared.  In particular, the report 
should explain what was/is the methodology used to calculate the carbon offset. 

 Jonathan Dunn requested that everyone use his personal email address 
(sibara@me.com) when emailing him. 

 
Frank Landis moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:25PM.  Bobbie Stephenson seconded.  
The motion passed (7 in favor, 0 opposed, Jonathan Dunn abstained). 
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