
Approved Board Meeting Minutes 
San Diego Chapter of the California Native Plant Society 

July 6, 2011 6:40PM to 8:30PM - Audubon Offices, 4010 Morena Blvd 
 
 
Board Members Present:  Tom Beltran, Cindy Burrascano, Connie di Girolamo, Susan 
Krzywicki, Frank Landis, Tom Oberbauer, Bobbie Stephenson, Kay Stewart 
Announced Absences:  Wes Hudson 
Unannounced Absences:  none 
Guests:  Marty Foltyn, Chapter Council Secretary 
 
Kay Stewart called the meeting to order at 6:44PM 
 
Previous Month’s Minutes: Frank Landis moved to approve the June 8, 2011 minutes, 
with corrections. Susan Krzywicki seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (8 in 
favor, 0 oppose, 0 abstained). 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Chapter Treasurer Connie di Girolamo presented the board with 
the Treasurer’s report.  Frank Landis moved to accept the report.  Bobbie Stephenson 
seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (8 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained).    
 
Changes to the Agenda:  Mini-grant application by Susan Krzywicki and Newsletter by 
Tom Oberbauer. Kay Stewart added the resignation of Dave Flietner as co-chair of the 
Gardening Committee as an action item. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 Newsletter – Tom Oberbauer wrote an article about big trees in the county.  Tom 

offered to lead field trips to view the trees.  Kay Stewart had reservations about 
comments in the article with regard to tree deaths by fire.  Kay asked Tom to 
document the comments, which he did.  The question is, “should the article now be 
published?”  Tom’s comments were that tree density is too high in the west.  So when 
fires occur, the fuel loads are so high that the fire reaches the crowns and kills the 
trees.  It’s the fire in the crowns, not the heat that kills the trees.  There will be an 
August newsletter. 

 Books – Susan Marchetti will cover the table at the next general meeting and Linda 
Fisk will assist. 

 Gardening – Will meet tomorrow, July 7.  Susan Krzywicki will assign tasks.  
Gardening for novices will be at the next general meeting. 

 Chapter Council – Marty Foltyn, Chapter Council Secretary, spoke about hosting the 
September 10-11 chapter council meeting in San Diego.  Saturday’s meeting will 
concentrate on conservation.  All San Diego chapter members are welcome to attend.  
Happy Hour will be in Room 104, then dinner.  Delegates pay for dinner.  Marty 
needs a Saturday night speaker.  Orange County will provide breakfast.  Frank Landis 
suggested Jon Rebman as a possible speaker.  Marty thinks that San Diego should 
provide the speaker.  Frank Landis can’t do it because he won’t be in town for the 
conference.  Kay Stewart and Marty will work on finding a speaker.  Marty needs 



help with setup for dinner in Room 104.  Tom Oberbauer suggested that he could 
provide a 20 minute presentation about Sierra Juarez, Baja California Norte.  Marty 
requested hosts to house conference attendees from out of town.  Field trips are 
scheduled for Sunday afternoon.  A caterer is also needed.  Marty needs funds for 
Saturday evening’s reception (snacks and beverages, like wine and beer, but no keg). 

 Rare Plants – Frank Landis got the Fiesta Island report completed and submitted. The 
only response so far has been about ice plant removal.  Frank says they have the 
report and expects a response soon.  A party for volunteers has been planned. 

 Conservation – Frank Landis reported that it’s the same as the month before, nothing 
new. 

 Field Trips – Kay Stewart reported that Jim Dice is heading a field trip to Cuyamaca 
to review the reforestation project there. Mike Wells and two other staff people will 
go this coming Saturday between 9AM and 3PM. 

 Outreach – Margy Day reported that they were at Otay Valley River Park Days on 
June 4.  Paul Hormick and Susan Kryzwicki assisted in the booth.  This was their first 
year doing this event, which was at a fairly remote location near the Terra Bella 
Nursery.  There were only a dozen visitors and no one was interested in picking up 
any information.  The ranger said that if we participate next year that we could be by 
the Ranger Station/Visitor Center, where there is more traffic. On July 11, Susan 
Kryzwicki will represent CNPS at the San Diego Horticultural Association at the Fair 
Grounds. 

 Invasive Weeds – Arne Johanson reported that the invasive weed group has begun 
working on woody weeds.  Mike B. and Arne worked on tamarix and Brazilian 
Pepper at Lusardi County OS Park.  Beth Mather and Mike have worked along 
Artesian Creek, in County OS and in the San Dieguito River Park, removing Tree 
Tobacco and Eucalyptus.  In addition, they are making plans for the future.  Arne is 
working with county rangers and the Rancho Santa Fe Fire Protection District for 
Arundo removal, hopefully this fall.  Mike and Arne went to Jamul to see about 
helping the primary school with their nature area. 

 Fall Plant Sale – Carolyn Martus reported that the plant sale is starting to take shape.  
Pete D. is working on flyers and as soon as we get one, it will be posted on the web 
site.  Everyone is reminded that the sale is Saturday, October 15th.  Advertisements 
will be placed in the California Garden magazine and the SDHS newsletter, as well as 
many other outlets.  Amy Huie is organizing the seed sales and has a few dates set up 
for cleaning and packaging the seeds. Dates are posed on the website and in the 
newsletter.  Carolyn is still looking for volunteers who might be willing to store a box 
of signs and will post something on the list server and see what she gets.  Carolyn 
already published a request in the newsletter but only got one response.  In the end, 
we may have to rent storage space but transportation to/from storage will need to be 
arranged.  Room 104 will be available this year after the sale, so we will be able to 
put some of the leftovers in there and have a post-sale on Sunday morning and again 
on Tuesday, before the general meeting. 

 Spring Plant Sale – Kristen Olafson had no news to report. 
 Membership – Adrienne Heinzelman has no news to report. 
 Vegetation – Anna Bennett has no news to report. 
 Hospitality – Betsy Cory has no news to report. 



 Education and Library committees – Do not have a chairperson. 
 
Discussion Items: 
 
 How can CNPS provide assistance for State Parks?  Frank Landis sent out an email.  

Frank wanted to know if we could volunteer to monitor resources during closure of 
parks (due to budget cutbacks). 

 Any follow-up to discussion regarding RECON plant sale idea?  Wes Hudson was not 
present to discuss. 

 Is/Was there any interest in Jim Karnik’s offer of video services?  Kay Stewart 
reported that Jim is looking for work, to see is anyone needs work done…for 
compensation.  If anyone has an idea, please prepare a proposal for consideration.  
Susan Krzywicki reported that ITV says that the Old Town Garden will be on ITV at 
6PM.  Susan wants to know if mini-grants will or will not be eligible for school 
gardens.  The answer is “yes”, but it’s got to be a well designed program. 

 The County of San Diego declared June 29, 2011 as Tom Oberbauer Day for his 35 
years as foremost biologist. 

 
Tom Oberbauer left at 8:10PM. 
 
Action Items: 
 
 Connie di Girolamo discussed credit card options (i.e. Visa, MasterCard, and 

American Express) that were provided in writing to the board prior to the meeting.  
Bobbie Stephenson moved to authorize $200.00 for the Wells Fargo credit card 
service for a two month period.  Frank Landis seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously (8 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained).  

 Susan Krzywicki moved that the board authorize use of PayPal service (web site) and 
transaction fee per previous (June) packet.  Frank Landis seconded.  The motion 
passed unanimously (8 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 

 Connie di Girolamo moved to authorize the quoted Wells Fargo credit card 
transaction fees at the time of September/October trial.  Per the earlier quote, the fees 
would be $0.25 per transaction, plus 1.90% and $0.15 per transaction, plus 2.89%.  
Frank seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (8 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 
abstained). 

 Dave Flietner tendered his resignation as co-chair of the Gardening committee.  
Susan Krzywicki moved to accept Dave’s resignation.  Frank Landis seconded.  The 
motion passed unanimously (8 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 

 A $500.00 mini-grant application was submitted by The Ocean Foundation for the 
Ocean Connectors Habitat Restoration Project.  Cindy Burrascano moved to approve 
the $500.00 mini-grant application for the Ocean Connectors Habitat Restoration 
Project.  Cindy will be the liaison.  Connie di Girolamo seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously (8 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30PM 


