
Approved Board Meeting Minutes 
San Diego Chapter of the California Native Plant Society 

June 8, 2011 6:41PM to 8:44PM - Audubon Offices, 4010 Morena Blvd 
 
 
Board Members Present:  Tom Beltran, Cindy Burrascano, Connie di Girolamo, Susan 
Krzywicki, Wes Hudson, Frank Landis, Tom Oberbauer, Bobbie Stephenson, Kay 
Stewart 
Announced Absences:  none 
Unannounced Absences:  none 
Guests:  none 
 
Kay Stewart called the meeting to order at 6:44PM 
 
Previous Month’s Minutes: Cindy Burrascano moved to approve the May 4, 2011 board 
minutes.  Frank Landis seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (9 in favor, 0 oppose, 
0 abstained). 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Chapter Treasurer Connie di Girolamo presented the board with 
the Treasurer’s report.  Money keeps coming in but funds are down due to payment of 
special gifts.  Wes Hudson moved to accept the report.  Susan Krzywicki seconded.  The 
motion passed unanimously (9 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained).    
 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
 T-shirts – Tom Oberbauer reported that dark shirts are more expensive but that 

both are volume sensitive.  White shirts are:  $5.75 per 24 ea.; $5.00 per 48 ea.; 
$4.25 per 144 ea.  Dark shirts are:  $8.45 per 24 ea.; $6.95 per 48 ea.; $ 6.15 per 
144 ea..  In addition, there is a $25.00 setup charge for artwork.  Add an 
additional $2.50 for XXL and $3.00 for XXL.  Frank Landis suggested ordering 
144 shirts with the Dudleya artwork. 

 Arne Johanson has made great progress in Lusardi Canyon and Artesian Creek, 
with the help of two other volunteers, and he copied the chapter with letters he 
wrote to the two land managers. 

 Kristen Olafson noted this year's total donation from the spring plant sale was less 
than 2010, roughly = to 2009. 

 Carolyn Martus is asking for someone who can store the plant info sign stands 
(notice will be in the next newsletter), and is always looking for more volunteers. 

 Margy Day has wrapped up the outreach events scheduled. 
 Kayo Valenti reported another veg mapping project was completed and submitted 

to the state data base. 
 Connie Beck had a large propagation group at Balboa Park in May. 
 Claude Edwards has scheduled the July speaker, the director of San Dieguito 

River Park Conservancy. 



 Book Sales – Cindy Burrascano reported that there are no new books and will 
have someone sub for her during July.  May sales totaled $720.00. 

 Conservation – Frank Landis reported that the City of San Diego appears to be 
allowing mitigation land to be bulldozed for the Torrey Ranch One project.  The 
City is not tracking mitigation areas.  Tom Oberbauer commented that the City 
could lose its federal license due to this activity.  Frank is putting together a series 
of case files to document the violations.  Exemption for pipelines in public rights 
of way that are less than one mile in length.  Setbacks for wetlands are being 
removed and are coming up for City Council vote in July. 

 Newsletter – Bobbie Stephenson reported that she will solicit comments and 
feedback from readers.  Kay Stewart asked if there is still a $5.00 option to 
receive just the newsletter (in lieu of membership).  Kay suggested $25.00 for the 
news option.  A motion passed to create a $25.00 newsletter-only option in lieu of 
full membership.  See “action items” below.  Bobbie will check with USPS to see 
if regulations will allow newsletter only.  If “yes”, then $25.00.  If “no” then no.  
A motion passed to check with USPS.  See “action items’ below. 

 Gardening – The committee will request for information from the elementary 
school.  Wes Hudson reported that they have a steady stream of a few people 
looking for more folks to help (i.e. work).  

 Field Trips – Cindy Burrascano and Jonathan plan a short route.  Jon wants to see 
Fremontodendron mexicanum. 

 Rare Plant – Frank Landis reported about Fiesta Island and State parks.  He will 
not use bird monitors.  Darren wants Frank to survey next year with monitors with 
USFWS grant money.  Turnout was about 22 people. 

 2010 Conservation Plan – Kay Stewart reported that sponsorships are trickling in.  
Vince Scheidt and Isabelle said that they need help soliciting donations.  Vince 
suggested contacting water districts.  Looks like Town and Country will work out 
just fine as the event site. 

 Chapter Council – Kay Stewart sent a draft.  Usually, the fall council is 
conservation.  This fall will be in San Diego.  Continue to work on strategic 
planning.  State is hoping to increase membership as well as money.  Strategy 
Plan is the effort to get it done.  Frank Landis warns to make sure that we don’t 
become a garden club.  Feedback will be appreciated.  SB580 is a bill to prohibit 
state parks from being sold in order to close the budget gap. 

 General Meeting – tables are still needed for the June 21 meeting in Old Town. 
 Credit Card Processing – Connie di Girolamo reported that she deposits 

approximately $21,000 in cash following the plant sale.  She thinks that we could 
sell more if credit cards were accepted.  In addition, books sales might occur at 
chapter outreach events.  COSTCO was the most interested while banks were 
more difficult.  Connie can rent a terminal for 30 to 60 days to see if we want to 
invest in a terminal system.  Connie says that with the (bank) balances that we 
have, that we could write our own contract for credit cards.  Maybe take one 
month to write up an agreement, then review it.  If we rent/lease, then we get 
upgrades for free.  If we buy, then we would have to pay for them. 

 Garden Tour – Susan Krzywicki reported that PayPal would still be needed to pay 
for sponsorship and ticket sales.  In the beginning, sponsors will be buying tickets 



for employees.  The wireless won’t interfere with PayPal sales.  Kay Stewart says 
that State CNPS wants everything, the tour website, within one domain name.  
Kay wants to continue this subject to the next monthly board meeting.  Susan is 
concerned about the timeline for a garden tour.  Sponsorship levels have different 
ticket allocations and benefits.  CNPS insurance has an upper limit of 500 people.  
There is no physical limit.  Sports Underwriter has no upper limit for the number 
of people and has coverage of $1-million for personal injury and fire.  We would 
need a letter from State CNPS for Dean Associates policy because contract is with 
state CNPS.  The $2000 price included e-commerce.  November is the “redline” 
month, when we will need to have sponsors and docents.  

 
 
Action Items: 
 
 Connie di Girolamo moved to create a $25.00 newsletter-only option.  Wes Hudson 

seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (9 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 
 Connie di Girolamo moved to have Bobbie Stephenson check to see if US postal 

regulations to allow newsletter only.  If “yes’ then $25.00.  If “no”, then no.  The 
motion passed (8 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 abstained – Cindy Burrascano). 

 Tom Oberbauer moved to approve a $500.00 mini-grant for the August 11, 2011 
zookeeper conference of 250 members.  Bobbie Stephenson seconded.  The motion 
passed unanimously (9 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained) 

 Frank Landis moved to continue the board meeting until 8:45PM.  Wes Hudson 
seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (9 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 

 Susan Krzywicki moved to accept regional tour and fund web and e-commerce to the 
tune of $2,500.00 and solicit sponsorships.  Wes Hudson seconded.  The motion 
passed unanimously (9 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:44PM 
 
 


