
Approved Board Meeting Minutes 
San Diego Chapter of the California Native Plant Society 

May 4, 2011, 6:36PM-8:10PM - Audubon Offices, 4010 Morena Blvd 
 
 
Board Members Present:  Tom Beltran, Cindy Burrascano, Susan Krzywicki, Wes 
Hudson, Frank Landis, Tom Oberbauer, Bobbie Stephenson, Kay Stewart 
Announced Absences:  Connie di Girolamo 
Unannounced Absences:  none 
Guests:  Clayton Tschudy, presentation of draft plan of garden tour. 
 
Kay Stewart called the meeting to order at 6:36PM 
 
Previous Month’s Minutes: Cindy Burrascano moved to approve the April 6, 2011 
board minutes.  Wes Hudson seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (8 in favor, 0 
oppose, 0 abstained). 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Chapter Treasurer Connie di Girolamo was not present at the 
meeting but had emailed the Treasurer’s Report for April 2011 in advance.  Wes Hudson 
motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Frank Landis seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously (8 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 
 
Guest Presentation: 
 Garden Tour - Kay asked to make the tour smaller than originally seen.  In response, 

Clayton came up with some options and narrated the PowerPoint presentation.  
Format – (1) neighborhood format, (2) regional tour, which would be countrywide 
consisting of 25 gardens in the San Diego area.  Some gardens would be public and 
some private.  A volunteer docent program would attract new CNPS volunteers.  
Wade Communications, Inc., Leslie Wade, who currently works for SANDAG has 
volunteered to promote the tour.  Between $2,000 and $2,500 dollars would be 
needed for seed money for e-commerce startup.  The total tour cost would be 
approximately $8,500, which would break down as follows: $2K - $2.5K for e-
commerce; $1.4K marketing; $1.5K insurance; $3.76K tour supplies.  Most of the 
cost would be paid for by sponsor contributions.  Terminal credit processing is one 
option for handling ticket purchases and the other is the wireless option.  Terminal 
credit processing is the nicer of the two.  Wireless costs $450 upfront and $25 per 
month for volume less than $1,000, plus $10 per month.  The new technology is a 
phone app with the same security as terminal credit processing.  The key is to shop 
for a bank that doesn’t require a contract.  There would be no monthly fee because 
someone’s (i.e. a member) phone would be used.  The way that Theodore Payne does 
it and the way CNPS would like to do it is to register on line, start at one central point 
to login for a badge, batch homes together so that they are close to each other.  
Approximately, one third of the homes are new each year.  They might be repeats but 
were not on last year’s tour.    There will be a website to show gardens.  Theodore 
Payne’s tour is only 10 years’ old and we don’t know they started out.  They have 120 
docents which is quite a lot.  Theodore Payne’s docents’ responsibilities are very 



limited.  They have a plant list and help identify plants for tour visitors.  The idea is to 
get more CNPS members by converting non-member docents.  One suggestion was to 
recruit high school students for the docent program.  Training for docents is probably 
the hardest part of the entire project, meaning the biggest challenge.  Web design and 
e-commerce need money up front so that we have something to promote the tour to 
potential sponsors.  We would need about 60 docents per 12 homes.  Wes thinks that 
at some level (i.e. size) that it, the tour, has to be done.  There are currently 20 tours 
in the county.  Lots of people are going native, partly due to the high cost of water.  
Water districts are one source of potential sponsors.  Having geographically dispersed 
gardens is not a problem.  The upside is that people come back to see gardens in 
subsequent years that they didn’t get to see before.    

 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
 Conservation – Frank Landis reported that there is a current development off of Hwy 

56 that is bulldozing mitigation land from a previous development.  Frank emailed a 
description of the project off of Torrey Meadows Road. 

 Rare Plants – Frank Landis reported that Fiesta Island actually has rare plants.  
Lotuses were found at Cardiff State Beach. 

 T-Shirts – Tom Oberbauer reported that shirts cost $3 to $4 each, which will be 
purchased from Halo Branded Solutions. 

 Books – Cindy Burrascano reported that the new book “A Taste of Nature” has 
arrived.  Cindy got the book, but didn’t notify in advance. 

 North Park Garden – Wes Hudson reported that the rest of the plants for this year 
were planted.  It looks good, but still needs weeding, like always. 

 Garden Committee – The Rincon Bank of Luiseño Indians are doing propagation for 
mitigation work and to fill in and restoration east of Pala, in Valley Center.  Arne 
Johanson went out to instruct on weed abatement.  The committee is working on the 
ethonbotanist, Indian, common, and botanical names. 

 Native Plant Week – Susan reported that this is complete.  Frank will follow up with 
information and stories that will be used to promote for next year. 

 Newsletter – Bobbie Stephenson reported that she had bought the latest version of 
MS Office Publisher.   

 Carolyn Martus passed on a request that CNPS’ phone number be used when buying 
supplies at Staples so that the chapter gets credit (and discounts) for the purchases. 

 Canyonlands – Anne Fege went to Canyonlands on behalf of CNPS.  The objective is 
to put 10,000-plus acres into a permanent conservancy.  Eric Bowlby will be on the 
June agenda to discuss. 

 Board Membership – Tom Oberbauer reported that chapter board candidates, Emily 
Wier and Jonathan Dunn, had responded to invitations to join the board.  Emily will 
not have the time so she declined.  Jonathan accepted and will join the board soon. 

 General Chapter Meetings – Kay Stewart reported that the June general meeting will 
be in Old Town.  Folding tables are needed.  Volunteers are needed as well because 
we don’t want to impose on State Park employees. 

 



 
Discussion Items: 
 Zookeeper Bob Cisneros requested a $500 mini grant to fund the planting the San 

Diego River Park in order to offset carbon emissions.  Frank Landis said they 
suggested planting Mule Fat and Willow now that the offset is currently available but 
Frank would prefer chaparral because everything (sequestered carbon) remains 
underground during a fire, however, he admits that this has not been proven.  Tom 
Oberbauer agreed to be the mini grant liaison. 

 
 
Action Items: 
 Frank Landis motioned to continue the subject of the 2012 Garden Tour to a future 

meeting in order to discuss financing.  Wes Hudson seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously (8 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 

 
Frank Landis motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:10PM.  Wes Hudson seconded.  The 
motion passed unanimously (8 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 
 


