
Draft Board Meeting Minutes 
San Diego Chapter of the California Native Plant Society 

Apr 6, 2011, 6:33PM-8:38PM - Audubon Offices, 4010 Morena Blvd 
 
 
Board Members Present:  Tom Beltran, Cindy Burrascano, Connie di Girolamo, Susan 
Krzywicki, Wes Hudson, Frank Landis, Tom Oberbauer, Kay Stewart 
Announced Absences:  Bobbie Stephenson 
Unannounced Absences:  none 
Guests:  David Varner, Chapter Council Representative; Jonathan Dunn, AECOM; 
Emily Wier 
 
Kay Stewart called the meeting to order at 6:33PM 
 
Welcome Guests:  David Varner, Chapter Council Representative; Jonathan Dunn and 
Emily Wier.   Jonathan and Emily were in attendance as guests of Tom Oberbauer to 
observe the meeting as possible board candidates. 
 
Previous Month’s Minutes: Frank Landis moved to approve the March 2, 2011 board 
minutes, with changes.  Wes Hudson seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (7 in 
favor, 0 oppose, 0 abstained).  Connie di Girolamo had not arrived in time for this vote. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Chapter Treasurer Connie di Girolamo presented the board with 
the Treasurer’s Report for March 2011.  Susan Krzywicki motioned to accept the 
Treasurer’s Report.  Frank Landis seconded.  The motion passes unanimously (8 in favor, 
0 opposed, 0 abstained). 
 
Committee Reports: 
 Chapter Council – David Varner reported on last month’s chapter council meeting. 
 New CNPS Logo - the new CNPS logo is in the last round of the process. 
 Upcoming Chapter Council Meetings - the next Chapter Council Meeting, a 

quarterly event, will be held in Bakersfield this coming June.  The San Diego 
chapter will host the September Chapter Council Meeting from Friday, the 9th 
through Sunday, the 11th at Casa del Prado and San Diego Natural History 
Museum (SDNHM) in Balboa Park, per Marty Foltyn. 

 Native Plant Week – Frank Landis reported that the San Diego chapter has been 
very engaged.  Sacramento wants to know all activities planned during the week, 
which had already been sent by Susan Krzywicki.  The photo-op in the state 
house fell through.  Pamphlets have been distributed. 

 Raffle/Chance Drawing – Free tickets must be given to the public when 
requested, per CNPS legal council.  The event would otherwise be considered 
gambling, which is illegal.  Therefore, “chance drawing” is the legally correct 
term.  California Penal Code 320.5 was cited as the relevant law. 

 Meeting Logistics – a chapter council meeting typically consists of 30 people in 
one room.  Planning takes a couple of months and Mary Foltyn took on the 
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responsibility for the September 2011 meeting in San Diego.  The Saturday, Sept 
10th, session will be held at the SDNHM and Jon Rebman may be the speaker. 

 Conservation Conference – Peter Raven, who is from Missouri, will be the 
keynote speaker. 

 Membership – Membership fee sharing is planned for the future.  Under the plan, 
the sharing will equal fifteen percent of the average organization-wide 
membership fee and will be based on growth from the 2010 baseline.  In general, 
the more people who sign up, the more that will be returned to the chapter.  Kay 
Stewart remarked that the current San Diego Chapter membership figure of 678 
seems low to her. 

 Conservation – Greg Suba has been become overwhelmed, especially since there 
are so many active projects around the state. 

 Fund Raising – The deadline is fast approaching with no results as of now.  CNPS 
Education Director Josie Crawford says that there is an effort to encourage 
students to attend the conservation conference.  Per Jonathan Dunn, corporate 
donations will be way down this year.  He expects agency funding to be down as 
well.  Abstracts for the conservation conference are due by June 1 and registration 
begins in July. 

 North Park Garden – Wes Hudson reported that last month’s event was threatened by 
a rainy forecast.  So, only 3 people showed up to work.  Wes still has 50 plants that 
need to get planted next Saturday. 

 Books – Cindy Burrascano reported that the book inventory typically runs about 
$24K with annual sales of about $5K. 

 Gardening – Susan Krzywicki is still researching and hopes to have a report next 
month.  She has a tour in the works with Recon and expects to meet soon. 

 T-Shirts – Tom Oberbauer is working on art work for the T-shirts.  As of now, the 
question is “how many?” and “what sizes?”  Halo Branded Solutions in Kearny Mesa 
is handling the T-shirts and Tom expects to spend $300 to $400 for them. 

 Conservation – Frank Landis reported on conservation.  No progress had been made 
on obtaining any information about the lease or permit for the Miramar Nursery.  
Requests were made for the relevant CEQA and/or NEPA documents but no 
response.  Frank says that a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) will need to be made 
in order to obtain them.  The City of San Diego continues to have problems with their 
brush management program.  Specifically, EIRs establish mitigation areas but brush 
managers are not aware of their boundaries. To date, two projects have been 
identified and documented but we need one more.  Carrie Schneider contacted 
Shannon Thomas in the San Diego City Attorney’s office regarding the CEQA 
exemption for pipelines but got no response.  Nobody knows who has the Fiesta 
Island EIR. 

 Rare Pant Survey – Frank Landis reported that bird monitors will not be needed in the 
dunes surveys, which will save the chapter $1,000.  Ten to fifteen species will be 
surveyed. 

 Propagation – Connie Beck has reported that all is going well. 
 Programs – May’s speaker at the general chapter meeting, Bart O’Brien, will be 

talking about the book that he co-authored, “Reimaging the California Lawn”. 
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Action Items: 
 
 Cindy Burrascano motioned to nominate Kirsten Olafson as the Spring Plant Sale 

Chair.  Wes Hudson seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (8 in favor, 0 
opposed, 0 abstained) 

 Kay Steward wants to generate more awareness for community gardens.  The Old 
Town work crew is “skimpy”.  Kay suggested that moving the general meeting to Old 
Town garden would be a way of achieving this goal.  Frank Landis motioned to 
schedule the June general meeting at Old Town.  Sue Krzywicki seconded.  The 
motion passed unanimously (8 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 

 
Kay Stewart adjourned the meeting at 8:38PM.  Frank Landis seconded. 
 

DRAFT




