
Approved Board Meeting Minutes 
San Diego Chapter of the California Native Plant Society 

Feb 2, 2011, 6:37PM-8:39PM - Audubon Offices, 4010 Morena Blvd 
 
 
 
Board Members Present:  Tom Beltran, Cindy Burrascano, Connie di Girolamo, Susan 
Krzywicki, Wes Hudson, Frank Landis, Tom Oberbauer, Bobbie Stephenson, Kay 
Stewart 
Announced Absences:  none 
Unannounced Absences:  none 
 
Kay Stewart called the meeting to order at 6:37PM 
 
Previous Month’s Minutes: Tom Oberbauer motioned to approve January 5, 2011 board 
meeting minutes.   Bobbie Stephenson seconded the motion. The motioned passed 
unanimously (9 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained) 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Chapter Treasurer Connie di Girolamo presented the board with 
the Treasurer’s report for February 2011.  Connie reported that she had not received a 
check from the Chaparral Institute that is owed to the chapter from successful legal action 
against the County of San Diego emergency brush management plan.  Tom Oberbauer 
said that the County had not paid the judgment yet. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 Field Trips – Kay Stewart reported that there is some trouble getting volunteers to 

lead field trips this year. 
 Rare Plants – Frank Landis reported that this year’s rare plant survey is coming 

together, albeit “fertile chaos”. 
 Conservation – Frank Landis reported on behalf of Committee Chair Carrie Schneider 

that the biggest current issue is the brush clearance policy from the City of San Diego.  
Unfortunately, EIRs don’t take into account the fire breaks (i.e. they want to restore 
fire breaks as mitigation).  The fire department will just come back the following year 
and clear it.  Brush management is not taken into account by the mitigation 
coordinators. 

 General Plan Update – Kay Stewart reported that CNPS members will speak to 
County supervisors to ask for higher density, less sprawl in the new general plan. 

 Art Contest – Frank Landis reported that the rules have been sent out and Frank has 
already received submissions.  Frank copied the (Federal) Duck Stamp rule that one 
thing (in the art piece) should be much larger than anything else.  Franks says that Pat 
Fishtein was going to notify colleges and universities.  Tom Oberbauer suggested that 
Frank contact High Tech High School as an artwork source. 

 Books – Cindy Burrascano reported that a couple of books are going to come in soon.  
Bart O’Brien’s “Reimaging the California Lawn” is anticipated April 1. 

 Annual Garden Tour – Susan Krzywicki reported that the annual garden tour is 
shaping up really well.  She asked the board to support it by each member buying 5 



tickets.  This will be the seed money and is requesting $2,000 for starter money. The 
funds will be used to rent tables, purchase name tags, gasoline, e-commerce, and a 
Smartphone app to swipe credit cards in the “field”.  There are 25 gardens planned for 
the tour.  Overwhelmingly, tour visitors will be non-CNPS members.  The tour will 
be self-guided. There will be a website that will hold tickets bought by companies for 
download.  Susan says that she’s not a PayPal expert but she envisions that a PayPal 
payment option will be available to purchase tickets.  The tour isn’t budgeting a lot 
for advertising and will rely heavily on “guerilla advertising”, such as articles in the 
San Diego Union Tribune and social media.  The objective is to attract younger 
members to CNPS with a “green” focus.  A “chance drawing” is planned at $10 per 
ticket.  Tour hosts, homeowners, are required to have liability insurance.  There will 
be no limit on the number of tickets to be sold.  Susan would consider 500 sold tickets 
to be an overwhelming success. 

 Newsletter – Bobbie Stephenson reported that in 2009 we issued a new-member 
newsletter with photos of chapter board members, but didn’t do it in 2010. Bobbie 
suggested that the chapter consider a new-member newsletter again.  Bobbie 
considers it as an important tool to familiarize new members with chapter board 
members. The board discussed the second option of creating a new-member 
newsletter that is not year specific. The third option is to place an insert in the regular 
monthly newsletter once a year. 

 Native Plant Garden – Wes Hudson reported that the committee has completed a 
second planting and that all plants are doing well.  Wes has about 5 people and they 
are working well together. 

 Membership – Kay Stewart reported of behalf of Committee Chari Adrienne 
Heinzelman.  Adrienne can put together reports to show “who/what” makes up 
chapter membership.  Per Kay, the membership is not very diverse.  Frank Landis, 
whose parents involved him with CNPS at a young age, wants families to get kids 
involved.  Frank pointed out that early participation fosters lifelong commitment and 
membership.  CNPS San Diego’s current membership is approximately 750, while 
Audubon Society and Sierra Club are about 2,000 and 10,000, respectively. 

 
Action Items: 
 Wes Hudson motioned to establish a bank account with a beginning balance of 

$5,000 to avoid fees.  The account could be linked to PayPal.  However, this motion 
specifically does NOT authorize the chapter to use PayPal.  Frank Landis seconded.  
The motion passed unanimously (9 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 

 
Discussion Items: 
 A budget for the Native Plant Symposium was briefly discussed.  This will be 

discussed more thoroughly during the upcoming annual budget process. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:39PM 



 
 
Subsequent Action Items: 
On February 2, 2011 Frank Landis moved to elect Tom Beltran as Secretary and Connie 
di Girolamo as Treasurer.  Susan Krzywicki seconded the motion. 
The votes electronically were: 
Tom Beltran aye 
Tom Oberbauer aye 
Susan Krzywicki aye 
Connie di Girolamo aye 
Bobbie Stephenson aye 
Cindy Burrascano aye 
Wes Hudson aye 
Frank Landis aye 
Kay Stewart aye 
The motion passed unanimously (9 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained) 
 


