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Prepared by Dave Flietner, 2010 Chapter President, assisted by Kay Stewart, 2011 Chapter President 

The San Diego Chapter requests a subvention from the State CNPS.  (Second revision 2/4/2011)  

 

Book and Poster Sales 

The Chapter has raised substantial funds, and contributed to the education of people in the San Diego 

Region,  through the diligent and thoughtful efforts of the book and poster sales committee. Chair Cindy 

Burrascano, assisted by member Sue Marchetti and others, donated time at each of the ten general 

membership meetings and for the two plant sales, as well as assisting with book sales at outreach 

events and the north county satellite meetings. In addition, books were ordered and receipts were 

tallied for the chapter’s treasurer. The volunteer effort for this essential part of the chapter activity is 

estimated at 80 hours of volunteer time. 

 

Chapter Council Representative 

Chapter member Dave Varner served as the Chapter Council Representative from the San Diego 

Chapter. He attended all four quarterly meetings for a volunteer contribution of around 100 hours 

including travel.  

 

CNPS 2012 Conservation Conference in San Diego Early Planning  

Chapter member Vince Scheidt served as the chair of the state level steering committee for planning the 

2012 Conservation Conference in San Diego, He, along with a growing number of volunteers in the 

chapter, donated a conservative estimate of 80 hours of time by the end of 2010.  

 

Conservation  

The Conservation committee, chaired by Carrie Schneider has six active members Members wrote 

comment letters regarding developments in the City of Chula Vista  (Otay Quarry);  San Diego 

County (Cummings Ranch, County Land Use Plan, San Vicente Road Improvement Project, Dead, Dying, 

and Diseased Tree Removal in the Greater Julian Area and nearby Areas); City of San Diego (Changes to 

the Environmentally Sensitive Lands code; update to the Land Development Code, West-Lewis Mini-

park); State (Imperial Valley Solar, I-5 North Coast Corridor, SR76 impacts to Ambrosia, bills seeking to 

eliminate CEQA review for some projects, San Diego Canyons Urban Greening Project), and Federal 

(Imperial Sand Dunes Draft Recreation Area Management Plan, Cleveland National Forest special use 

permit for the Sunrise Power Link, Marine Corps F-35B West Coast Basing, Beauty Mountain and Agua 

Tibia Wilderness areas).   

 

The committee also signed on to letters with other environmental groups regarding City of San Diego 

(Pio Pico Energy Center Power Plant, Aldine Drive Slope Stabilization) and federal (channel clearing in 

the Tijuana River Valley by the City of San Diego) issues and to support for the Chaparral Lands 

Conservancy proposal to restore parts of the MSCP (Carmel Mountain, Proctor Valley, and Dennery 

Canyon) in the City of San Diego. 



SAN DIEGO CHAPTER ANNUAL REPORT – 2010 

2  

 

 

Committee members testified at public hearing involving redevelopment of Fiesta Island, Rose Canyon 

development, Imperial Valley Solar.  Because of the focused work of the committee, CNPS succeeded in 

being named to Intervener Status on the Imperial Valley Solar project. This project was a high priority for 

our chapter, which opposes the use of Federal stimulus funding to accelerate the use of undeveloped 

land for energy projects in the absence of regional planning.  

  

The conservation committee granted $2,500 from the chapter’s Legal Fund to Friends of Rose Canyon to 

pay for a CEQA comment letter regarding a plan by the City of San Diego to clear stormwater channels of 

vegetation.  To date, more than 30% of areas removed from this plan, and discussions about scope and 

appropriate mitigation are on-going.  The Legal Fund support of the California Chaparral Institute in 

2009 was ultimately successful when the Superior Court ruled in favor of the California Chaparral 

Institute requiring the County of San Diego to follow state environmental laws and conduct a full 

environmental review of its backcountry vegetation clearance and dead tree removal project. 

  

The committee continued to participate in the development of the Environmental Quality Report Card 

for the City of San Diego Council members, by recommending issues for consideration by Strategic 

Community Consulting group.  

 

The conservation volunteers contributed an estimated 400 hours. 

  

Executive Board 

Executive Board officers were Dave Flietner, President; Kay Stewart, Vice-President; Tom Beltran, 

Secretary; and Sandra Feiock and Connie di Girolamo (subsequently), Treasurers.  The Executive Board 

held ten meetings in 2010, as well as 6-hour “mini-retreat” with committee chairs.  The retreat reviewed 

committee achievements and discussed goals for the upcoming year.  As a result of this retreat, a 

quarterly satellite meeting was established for members in the northern part of the County.  The Board 

also revised the Chapter’s by-laws to reflect changes incorporated by reference when the State bylaws 

were changed.  The Treasurer donated 180 hours, including 10 hours per month for routine 

bookkeeping plus additional time spent on annual budget planning and developing a new reporting 

format. In total, Board members donated an estimated 888 hours to Board-related activities. 

 

Field Trips 

Eight volunteers donated 248 hours to lead 12 “plant walks” for the general public.  These walks 

emphasized helping people in neighborhoods learn to identify and to appreciate uses of common native 

plants in local canyons and open space areas.  In addition, eleven field trips to wildland sites scattered all 

over San Diego County with a higher expectation for botanical study were conducted for CNPS members 

or their guests. These were attended by a total of 137 participants, a number of whom attended 
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multiple field trips. A total of 183 hours were spent by volunteer leaders and trip botanists, on 

preparation and leading the members’ field trips, summarized in the table below.   

Date Location # Participants 

Feb 28          San Juan Trail                   10   

March 14                        Torote Canyon     16 

March 21        San Elijo Lagoon     22 

April 11  Warner Springs 10 

April 18                 Gaskill /Deerhorn 8 

April 22                Miramar Vernal Pools     20     

April 25          Indian Flats Chap.      12               

May 2            Crestridge Preserve               17  

May 16  Poway Grasslands                 9 

May 9     Upper Cedar Creek  8 

 

There were also ten Tecolote Canyon Plant Walks for the general public, with a total of 56 participants 

during which the member-leaders spent 25 hours. The total field trip activity was 456 hours 

 

Hospitality 

Four volunteers on the Hospitality Committee, led by Chair Betsy Cory, set up and provide food at ten 

monthly chapter meetings, the chapter’s first beach party (in lieu of the August meeting, which is dark) 

and the second annual holiday party.  The volunteer spent approximately 70 hours. 

Invasive Plants  

2010 is the first full year for this committee.  The goal is to train volunteers to become 

knowledgeable weed workers. and to potentially become certified pesticide applicators.  Many 

people have participated but only one has had the available time to participate regularly 

throughout the year.  Two participants have progressed to the point where they may be able to 

take on projects of their own.   

We added four new sites this year to the two locations where training was conducted last year.  

Topics covered include safety considerations, herbicide labels, drilling techniques for palms, 

and cut-stump herbicide application.  These topics are covered within the context of habitat 

restoration, stewardship and fire prevention.  An estimated 350 field hours were volunteered 

by Committee Chair Arne Johanson and weed control volunteers.  

 

Native Gardening  

The Native Gardening committee continued to educate chapter members by offering seven “Natives for 

Novices” gardening workshops before the monthly meeting and producing 10 gardening fact sheets, 
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part of an anticipated series of 40.  One school has expressed interest in our native garden program, and 

committee members are developing a site design.  A gardening forum on our website was abandoned 

due to lack of posts, and was replaced with a gardening blog.  The Gardening Committee members 

started planning a native garden tour for April 2011.  Twelve active committee members led by co-chairs 

Dave Flietner and Susan Kryzwicki, volunteered an estimated 188 hours over the year for all these 

activities.      

 

Newsletter 

Ten issues of the chapter newsletter, each eight pages long, were produced and distributed during 

2010.   In addition, the committee promoted subscriptions to the digital newsletter, prepared a 

template for the newsletter, developed an article template that was provided to officers and chairs, and 

created a monthly production schedule.  The Newsletter committee volunteers, including chair Julie 

Janssen (January-February) and Bobbie Stephenson (March – December), volunteered an estimated 192 

hours 

 

Outreach  

The Public Outreach committee replicated the chapter’s tabletop exhibits and improved them, with 40 

hours spent to make new panels including taking new photographs and writing  text. The exhibits were 

displayed and tabled at a number of events around San Diego County. These included Earth Day, San 

Diego Horticultural Society, San Diego Zoo Sky Art, Tecolote Canyon Baskets and Botany, and UCSD and 

Cuyamaca College environmental outreach fairs. A conservative estimate of 180 hours of volunteer time 

was expended for outreach at these events, for a total of 220 hours of volunteer activity for outreach . 

 

Plant Propagation 

The Plant Propagation committee formed in early 2010 as a cooperative effort between CNPS 

volunteers and the City of San Diego Parks and Recreation Department.   

Approximately 500 plants have been successfully propagated with plants being donated to the San 

Diego Horticultural Society, the CNPS fall sale, and for use in Balboa Park's native display garden.  Plants 

have also been made available to the Park Rangers for their planting projects in the park and in open 

space areas. Sixteen volunteers, led by co-chairs Connie Beck and Amy Huie, met 14 times at the Kate 

Sessions nursery in Balboa Park during the year, donating a total of 289 hours.  

 

Plant Sales 

The chapter joined the Orange County chapter at Tree of Life Nursery for the annual  Spring Plant Sale in 

March. Between publicity, speakers, and volunteers who assist with sales, this activity is estimated to 

have required at least 45 hours of effort, and thanks to the generosity of Tree of Life Nursery, a 

substantial addition of cash accrued to the chapter treasury. 
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The biggest chapter event of the year is the Fall Plant Sale, chaired by Carolyn Martus with substantial 

assistance by Mary Kelly and too many others to name. Between volunteers planning the plant sale, 

ordering for day-of-sale sales as well as advanced sales, ten to fifteen members growing plants, ten 

members tagging plants at three nurseries before the sale,  and the day of sale, over thirty volunteers 

assisting with unloading, setting up, selling and loading the plants, and cleaning up, the estimate of 

hours is hard to come by, but probably would lie in the 1,000 hour range. 

 

Programs 

Every one of the ten general membership meetings held in the Casa Del Prado of Balboa Park was 

planned by members, first by volunteer Hank Kraus and then by volunteer Claude Edwards. The 

arrangements, notices and hospitality provided by the program planners resulted in an estimated 60 

hours of volunteer effort to carry out the chapter programs. 

 

Publicity 

The Publicity Committee was revitalized in 2010 under the leadership of Pat Fishtein.   She contributed 

60 volunteer hours to organize resources and publicize CNPS public field trips in local canyons and 

monthly chapter meetings.  A second member joined the committee late in the year.  

  

Rare Plant Program   

The Rare Plant Survey committee, chaired by Frank Landis, surveyed 16 populations of the federally 

endangered San Diego thornmint (Acanthomintha ilicifolia), finding over 60,000 thornmint plants. Thirty 

volunteers participated in the survey, collectively spending approximately 370 hours on planning, 

preparation, survey training, site reconnaissance, survey, and data analysis.  CNDDB reports were 

submitted for the thornmints, and for over 400 individuals of five other sensitive species.  Results were 

also submitted to the San Diego thornmint working group in San Diego. The group is planning to survey 

for beach dune plants in 2011.   

 

Fred Roberts, the chapter’s Rare Plant Botanist, donated 64 hours in 2010. He coordinated with the Rare 

Plant Survey Botanist in providing map and support data for the Acanthomintha ilicifolia rare plant 

surveys; updated and surveyed Brodiaea filifolia and Pogogyne nudiscula populations for a CNDDB 

review in coordination with CDFG; participated in a peer review of a Brodiaea filifolia critical habitat 

proposal for USFWS; and provided map and data support for the chapter I-5 widening project proposal 

letter. He also led one field trip to the Santa Ana Mountains on behalf of the Chapter and spoke at the 

North County Satellite meeting in June (Dudleyas). The total activity for rare plants was 434 hours.  

 

Seed Collection 

Member Jason Sundberg has researched seed collection techniques and selected sites to make 

collections. The estimated volunteer hours for his activity is unknown at this time. The Propagation 

Committee is anticipating receiving seed from these efforts. A variety of native herbaceous plant seeds 
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were also collected by others, and processed and sold at the 2010 Fall Plant Sale and used by the 

Propagation Committee, with volunteer activity estimated at 60 hours for this component of seed 

collection.  

 

Vegetation Mapping 

Chair Anna Bennett organized a series of workshops to map vegetation types and train volunteers in the 

transect procedures. Altogether in 2010 the volunteers donated approximately 600 hours of effort in 

this regard. The vegetation mapping results are used to augment state records. 

 

Website 

Chair Mary Alice Kessler donated approximately 200 hours to maintenance of our chapter website.  She 

maintained an active Facebook site, helped set up the “Flora Fora” for botany and gardening questions 

on the website, and created a single address for distribution of information regarding chapter events.   

 

Work Parties 

CNPS members and volunteers from the Gothic Volunteer Alliance, under the leadership of Peter St. 

Clair and Kay Stewart, donated 382 hours to maintain and enhance the Old Town Native Plant Garden 

during twelve monthly work parties.  An additional 20 hours were volunteered at the Point Loma Native 

Plant Garden and U.S. Grant Elementary School restoration projects. The North Park Native Plant 

Restoration Garden was initiated by Wes Hudson, who with others volunteered an estimated 40 hours 

to get the project started and hosting three work parties on site (see also Native Gardening; these 

activities will be grouped under Native Gardening in 2011).  The total hours was 442 hours for work 

parties maintaining public native garden spaces. 

 

Summary 

CNPS members and others contributed over 5,400 hours to support the San Diego Chapter’s activities in 

2010.  

Concerns for the chapter are principally how to continue to sustain this high level of participation, and 

to use these efforts to reach out to a broader segment of the general public, to encourage more people 

to participate in the appreciation and conservation of California’s flora. 


