
Draft Board Meeting Minutes 
San Diego Chapter of the California Native Plant Society 

Nov 3, 2010, 6:45PM-8:30PM - Audubon Offices, 4010 Morena Blvd. and The Cotton 
Patch Restaurant, 4015 Avati Drive, San Diego, Ca 

 
 
 
Board Members Present:  Tom Beltran, Cindy Burrascano, Connie Di Girolamo, Wes 
Hudson, Dave Flietner, Frank Landis, Bobbie Stephenson, Kay Stewart 
Announced Absences:  Carolyn Martus, Carrie Schneider 
Unannounced Absences: None  
 
Dave Flietner called the meeting to order at 6:45PM.  The board adjourned to the Cotton 
Patch Restaurant at 7:31PM so that the janitor could lock the Audubon offices. 
 
Previous Month’s Minutes:  Dave Flietner moved to approve the Oct 6, 2010 minutes.  
Frank Landis seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (8 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 
abstained) 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Connie di Girolamo presented the board with the Oct 30, 2010 
treasurer’s report. 
 
Committee Reports:  
State Conservation Conference – Dave Flietner and Kay Stewart attended the 

planning meeting.  Vince Scheidt is the steering committee chair and Josie 
Crawford is state coordinator.  Monthly meetings will be held.  Jonathan Dunn of 
AECOM and Oceanside biologist Ed Kantner are also on the committee. The plan 
is to do a color run to attract 800 attendees, volunteer coordination, and local 
resources.  The programs are coming along but a chair is needed for field trips, 
which will be Saturday and Sunday, Jan 14, and 15, 2012.  RFP (Request for 
Papers) will call for abstracts in March 2011.  There will be poster and art 
sessions.  Each chapter will be expected to raise $2,500 to $3,000 to support the 
event.  At this time, it does not look like this will be difficult to do. CNPS state 
will handle all of the funds.  Kay Stewart will put something in the newsletter. 

Gardening Committee – Dave Flietner reported that Morgan is ready to go with 
the garden in 2011.  She feels that she can make something happen. 

Conservation Committee – Frank Landis discussed conservation issues, including 
the Interstate 5 expansion, 2020 General Plan Update (draft, referral, and 
environmentally preferred alternatives) and Imperial Valley Solar lawsuit by the 
Quechan tribe. 

 
Old Business: 
State Conservation Intern - Kay Stewart motioned that the chapter contribute 

$300.00 to the state CNPS from unallocated funds with the understanding that it 
be spent for conservation work.  Bobbie Stephenson seconded.  The motion 
passes unanimously (8 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstained). 
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Dave Flietner moved to adopt the chapter conflict of interest policy.  The policy 
requires anyone with a conflict of interest to excuse him or her self from all 
discussion.  He/she is not permitted to vote.  The chapter conflict of interest 
policy may be rescinded by a vote of the chapter board if CNPS state has a 
conflict of interest policy and the chapter board decides that the state policy is 
preferred.  Kay Stewart seconded.  The motion passed unanimously (8 in favor, 0 
opposed, 0 abstained). 

 
Discussion Items: 
Website – the plan is to have a state template that will (i.e. must) be used by each 

chapter.  The board consensus is that California is such a diverse state that this 
top-down concept will not work well. 

Communication Plan – The chapter communication plan must be submitted by 
Nov 15, 2010.  It has been suggested to the chapter that all communication to the 
press will have to go through the conservation chair.  However, we communicate 
about non-conservation issues, such as gardening, etc.  Our position is that the 
chapter board or appropriate committee should handle all communication. 

Guerilla Gardening – Frank Landis would like the chapter’s position to 
acknowledge the negative aspects of guerilla gardening.  Frank pointed out the 
conundrum is that it’s difficult to discuss the issue without advocating an illegal 
activity. Dave Flietner suggested a newspaper column or article to establish and 
clearly communicate the chapter position. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:30PM 
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