
 

 

CHAPTER ANNUAL ACTIVITIES REPORT 2007 
 

San Diego Chapter.  Prepared by chapter president, Carolyn Martus. 
WE ARE REQUESTING A SUBVENTION  

OVERVIEW OF CHAPTER –  

 

For many of our members, gardening with natives is their primary interest and meetings 

that spotlight native gardening techniques are always popular. We try to sponsor two 

talks on native plant gardening (Jan and Sept) and sponsor two native plant sales every 

year (March and October).  

 

Our other major source of income is our book sales, which are held in conjunction with 

our monthly meetings and lectures.  We sponsor ten lectures (monthly meetings) annually 

that are free and open to the public.  Our monthly meetings are a great way for people to 

see each other in person, we have refreshments available and a volunteer with scope to 

identify plants.  We allow a half-hour before the presentation so folks have time to 

mingle, socialize and buy books and we limit our speaker to one hour so folks have a few 

minutes at the end of the evening to re-visit the sales table or chat with other members.   

 
What are the main concerns or focus of your chapter?  Conservation is a main focus 

but we were lacking conservation volunteers in 2007 but hope to improve in our 

conservation efforts in 2008.   Brush clearing is a major concern for the chapter and 

members of our chapter are working with other local groups to enact legislation to help 

protect native plant habitats from unnecessary clearing.  We are also focused on building 

coalitions with other local environmental groups like Audubon, Sierra Club and other 

groups.  Building membership is also a focus and we work on this by offering 

membership incentives and members-only events like special field trips. 
 

Strengths and Accomplishments: 
Our fall plant nets almost $20,000 for our chapter.  We also sponsor 10 monthly meetings 

where we sell books and recruit new members.  At each meeting we bring in between 

$200 - $300 and 3 or 4 new members.    The money we raise enables us to sponsor local 

restoration and education projects.  We’ve also had a consistent vegetation committee 

that continues to survey areas and has repeat volunteers year after year.  Field trips have 

also been very popular among members and 2007 was the first year in many years that 

we’ve been able to offer consistent field trips.  Our membership numbers have remained 

fairly consistent over the years but now with more regular field trips we might start to see 

some gains. 

 
What are the major challenges or problems facing your chapter? 
Is this an ongoing situation, has it improved or gotten worse, what steps did you 

take to address the problem and did they help ? 
  1) unnecessary clearing of native plant habitat for fire protection: See above for more 

explanation.    



2) failed habitat conservation plans that are not recovering listed species 
We have not done anything yet.  This is a rather large problem that the entire 

organization needs to work on together.  The chapter is thinking about paying someone to 

do the listing petition for species that are imperiled so that they might get some protection 

in the future.  For 2008, we also have a broader pool of volunteers to work on 

conservation issues so hopefully we can make some progress in this area.  
3) lack of enforcement by government agencies (USFWS, CaDFG, coastal commission).  

There isn’t much we can do here either and this is tied to number two, failed habitat 

conservation plans that do not carry any implications.  We also realize that we are limited 

as to what we can do as volunteers with limited resources.   

4) Filling volunteer roles and board positions.  We usually land on our feet in this area 

but there is sometimes a lag period and positions can go months before they are filled.  

Currently, we don’t have anyone interested in being chapter president for 2009 but we 

hope to find someone by the end of the year. 

5) Lapsed members.  The solution to getting members to renew is reminding them but 

that requires having a consistent volunteer who is willing to make phone calls to remind 

folks to volunteers.   

 

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES -    

 

1. Board Meetings: Board Meetings: 10 meetings per year at 240 

volunteer hours 

 

2. Field Trips:   # of trips = 28  , # of total participants = 183  , # of volunteer 

hours total =  133 

          

a. Tecolote Canyon, 12 times, four participants per trip, 30 hours (Kay 
Stewart). 

b. Grapevine Canyon, 8 participants, 2 volunteers (Kay Stewart and Larry 
Hendrickson 10 hours) 

 
Field Trips(report by Dave Flietner):   The San Diego chapter offered a total of 15 

field trips with 127 attendees.  Eight field trips, with a total of 54 attendees,  were open to 

CNPS members only: Ladera Reef (Point Loma), Anza Borrego State Park (Grapevine 

Canyon) , Torrey Pines State Park, Lopez Ridge Park, Punta Banda, Baja California, 

Eagle Peak, Viejas Mountain, and Goodan Ranch.  Seven field tripsto local open space 

preserves were open to the public: Rice Canyon, Switzer Canyon, Del Rey Canyon, 

Mount Soledad, Black Mountain, and Tecolote Canyon (twice).  73 people attended these 

field trips.  The table below provides details regarding the volunteer hours expended to 

organize and lead the field trips and number of attendees for each field trip.   

 

DATE LOCATION LEADER 
VOLUNTEER 
HOURS 

# 
ATTENDEES 

Members Field Trips    

2/18/08 Ladera Reef (Point Joan Steward 6 7 



Loma) 

3/1/08 
Anza Borrego State 
Park Kay Stewart 10 5 

4/8/08 Torrey Pines SP Margaret Fillius  3 3 

5/5/08 Lopez Ridge Park Mike Kelly 3 7 

5/12/08 
Punta Banda, Baja 
California Fred Roberts  10 5 

5/27/08 Eagle Peak Rob Hutsel 5 2 

6/16/08 Viejas Mountain Jon Rebman  6 18 

4/28/08 Goodan Ranch Brenda McMillan 3 7 

Public Field Trips    

03/10/08 Rice Canyon  
Betsy Cory, Alan 
Bennett 10 6 

03/17/08 Switzer Canyon  
Wes Hudson, Julie 
Kirker 6 22 

04/14/08 Del Rey Canyon 
Dave Flietner, Betsy 
Cory 8 31 

04/21/08 Mount Soledad 
Arne Johanson, Dave 
Flietner 6 3 

05/19/08 Black Mountain 
Dave Flietner, Julie 
Kirker 5 2 

05/12/07 Tecolote Canyon 
Betsy Cory, Alan 
Bennett 6 6 

12/01/07 Tecolote Canyon Dave Flietner 6 3 

Grand Total 93 127 

 
 

    

 

3. Programs:  # of program meetings = 10 per year     

  # of attendees/meeting = 65 

 # of volunteer hours to organize program meetings = 100 

   # expenses = $700 
 

speaker theme 

Cecelia Garcia 
and Dr. Jim 

Adams Native Medicinal Herbs 

Michelle Cloud-

Hughes 

Guns & Roses – Adventures in Desert Restoration at the 

U.S. Army National Training Center, Fort Irwin 

Ken Bowles Computer Aided Wildflower Species Identification 

Robin Rierdan 
The San Diego River Restoration Project in Lakeside: an 
Integrated Approach to Restoration   



David 

Bainbridge Innovative Irrigation Systems for Native Plant Restoration 

Kim Hunter Mission Valley Preserve Pollinator Garden 

Carl Bell Managing Invasive Weeds in San Diego County 

no meeting no meeting 

Greg Rubin 
Native Plant Fair featuring a brand new presentation on 
Landscaping with California’s Native Plants  

Marty McPhee Restoration of Coastal Sage Scrub in San Juan Capistrano 

James Lightner A Tour of San Diego County’s Tallest Trees 

 

 

4. Newsletter: # of issues/year = 10 

              # of volunteer hours to edit and distribute = 250 

         annual cost = $7,300 

 

5. Public Outreach Events:  Total hours =100, Contacts = 300 
a.  Cal IPC symposium:  California Invasive Plant Council Annual Symposium.    

     # of volunteer hours  = 50 

    # of public contacts    = 200 

b. Mediterranean Garden Tour by San Diego Hort. Society (Kay Stewart)        

#of volunteer hours = 40, # of public contacts = 100 

c. Invasive Plant Talk for Mission Hills Garden Club (Carolyn Martus) # 

volunteer hours = 5, # contacts = 25 

d. Native Plant Talk for Water Conservation Garden (Kay Stewart) hours =5, 

contacts = 25 

e. Native Plant Talk for Scripps Ranch Garden Club(Kay Stewart), hours = 5, 

contacts = 25 

 

 

6. Education Efforts:  

a. Plant Propagation seminar for school teachers, 100 hours total 

b. Donated leftover plants from plant sale to 15 local schools and 

volunteer restoration groups.  Value of donation = $1,000 

 

7. Conservation: # of volunteer hours: 83 hours 

                    
o Published results of vegetation surveys carried out by our chapter: 

Schneider, J.C. (2007) “Failure to control annuals weeds reduced restoration 

performance following pipeline excavation project in Mission Trails Regional 

Park” Excesis 17:6-9. 30 hours 

 

MSCP North Meetings and Document Review:    25 hours 



MSCP East Meeting:  3 hours 

Rancho Guejito Meetings:  3 hours 

Chandra Waller County San Diego Meetings: 3 hours 

Brush Management Site Visits/Discussions:  10 hours 

 San Dieguito Weed Group:  4 hours 

Rare Plant Consultations/Reviews:  5 hours 

  

8. Work Parties: # of work parties = 6 

        nature of project = weeding, planting, debris removal 

       # of participants/volunteer hours = 15/270 

 

9. Legislative Activity:  

       # of legislative contacts with representatives or staff = 1 

# of volunteer hours  = 30 

 

Legislative Issues (Peter St. Clair):      

Meeting with State Sen. Christine Kehoe 

And her staff in an all day planning  

Conference           

Letters to public officials (fire and water)  10 

Voting record research       5  

 

10.  Plant Sales a.   Spring sale 31 volunteer hours, 5 people (organized by Connie 

Beck)   , all plants are from Tree of Life Nursery.  Raised $2,000 for chapter. 

    b.  Fall plant Sale, 6,000 plants total.  Less than 10% are member grown.  300 

volunteer hours, 50 volunteers.  Approximate gross = $20,000.  

             

11. Other Activities: 

a. Kumeyaay Native Plant Garden at Old Town State Park. Peter St Clair = 

100 hours 

b. Website maintenance (Jim Wirt and Mary Alice Kessler) = 2 volunteers @ 

200 hours  
c. Vegetation Surveys (Lexine Schroeder) total hours = 424,  volunteers  

= 77.  6 survey locations:  Mission Trails Regional Park (twice), Blossom 

Valley (CNLM), Borderfields State Park, Village-H(CNLM), Torrey Pines 

State Reserve, Los Penasquitos Lagoon (State Parks.) 

d. Poster Sales = 1 volunteer(Cindy Burrascano) @ 1 hour 

e. Assistance to members affected by the October wildfires, securing 

books and other donations.  1 volunteer (Cindy Burrascano) @ 10 

hours.   

f. Treasurer:  100 hours 

g. Book Sales = 100 hours   


