
CHAPTER ANNUAL ACTIVITIES REPORT 

 

San Diego 2006 

 

Report prepared by Carolyn Martus, Chapter President. 

WE ARE REQUESTING A SUBVENTION  

 

OVERVIEW OF CHAPTER - Please describe the main interests of your members, 

the special successes and problems your chapter encountered this year and anything 

else you wish to report. Below are a few questions to guide your comments. 

 
CNPS-San Diego actively works to conserve our floristic heritage by writing comment letters on development 

proposals, serving as local experts on plants to local agencies, and filing lawsuits if necessary. The Chapter 

continues to organize work parties to support the survival of Lotus nuttallianus (Nuttall’s lotus) in Mission Bay, and 

Monardella viminea  (Willowy monardella) in Lopez Canyon.  

 

We recognize that invasive non-native plants are a major threat to native plant habitats and have developed a 

number of educational programs. The chapter has become a leader in fighting invasive species and works on many 

projects including holding work parties to hand-weed sensitive habitats, lobbying agencies such as CalTrans to use 

more native plants and stop using invasive species, and working with the local chapter of the American Society of 

Landscape Architects to develop the “San Diego County Invasive Ornamental Plant Guide” which is now on-line at 

www.asla-sandiego.org.  The chapter received an award for this document from the Association of Environmental 

Planners.   

 

For many of our members, gardening with natives is their primary interest and meetings that spotlight native 

gardening techniques are always popular. We try to sponsor two talks on native plant gardening (Jan and Sept) and 

sponsor two native plant sales every year (March and October).  Our sale in March is done in conjunction with the 

Tree of Life Nursery and they supply all the plants.  Our plant sale in October is completely run by volunteers and 

this year we increased our inventory to almost 5,000 plants.  The plant sale succeeds based on the efforts of dozens 

of volunteers; the thousands of dollars raised on this day allow us to pursue our goals in conservation, restoration, 

and education throughout the year.  The other reason our plant sale is so successful is that it has been an annual 

event for many, many years and it is almost always held the second Saturday in October in a very popular spot – 

balboa park.  We also allow customers to pre-order their plants which helps ensure sales and limits the amount of 

leftover plants.  We have many tips available for anyone interested in improving their plant sale, just contact us 

because it’s too many to list here. 

 

Our other major source of income is our book sales which are held in conjunction with our monthly meetings and 

lectures.  We sponsor ten lectures (monthly meetings) annually that are free and open to the public.  Our monthly 

meetings are a great way for people to see each other in person, we have refreshments available and we also have a 

volunteer with scope to identify plants.  We allow a half-hour before the presentation so folks have time to mingle, 

socialize and buy books and we limit our speaker to one hour so folks have a few minutes at the end of the evening 

to re-visit the sales table or chat with other members.   

 

What are the main concerns or focus of your chapter? 
Our two biggest conservations concerns are the Triple Border Fence and Sunrise Powerlink. 

 

What are your chapter's special strengths or accomplishments? 
Our monthly meetings are one of our greatest events as it provides an opportunity for folks to meet in person, we 

usually have an interesting speaker and we’re able to raise funds through our book sale.  Another asset is the 

knowledge and advice of our members.   We are relied upon by many people in the community to offer technical 

advice (usually for free) for landscaping and restoration projects.   



 

What are the major challenges or problems facing your chapter? 

Is this an ongoing situation, has it improved or gotten worse, what steps did you 

take to address the problem and did they help ? 
Our biggest challenge is that we are all volunteers and we all have jobs so there is only so much time we can devote 

to some activities.  Another problem is lack of conservation staff within public agencies.  For example, USFWS 

seems to always be understaffed so they cannot do what is required of them by law.  We wish we had paid staff to 

deal with some of the time-consuming and technical conservation issues and oversee what goes on within the 

resource agencies. 

 

 
CHAPTER ACTIVITIES - please describe the activities sponsored by your chapter, the 

number of people who attended (both members and non-members), and the 

approximate number of volunteer hours required to organize these activities.  

 

1. Board Meetings: 10 meetings per year at 240 volunteer hours 

 

2. Field Trips:  1 field trip to Laguna Mountains, 6 participants and 6 hours total.  

   

3. Programs:  Organized by Carrie Schneider, food for programs organized by 

one person (Sharon Hackett) 

We hold programs in 10 months of the year, from 7 – 10 PM on a Tuesday night. 

Volunteer hours include coordinating the speakers, preparing a flyer, 

maintaining equipment for speakers, accompanying the speaker at dinner, 

buying and setting out food and cleaning up the room afterward. Expenses are 

$600 for the year for hotel for out-of-town speakers, speaker’s meals. We also 

have a volunteer to help identify plants at each meeting.   

Total volunteer hours are 100 per year.  The number of people attending each 

meeting is not broken down by member/non-member. 

 
2006 speaker title people at meeting 

17-Jan Carol Bornstein 

Gardening with 

California Native 

Plants 100 

21-Feb Dick Rol 

Introduction to 

Bioengineering 40 

21-Mar John DiGregoria 

Native Grasses for 

Landscaping, 

Restoration, and 

Water Quality 40 

18-Apr Bruce April 

Building Roads While 

Saving Species; 

Caltrans Mitigation 

Program 37 

16-May Janet Franklin 

Mapping species 

distributions to aid 

conservation 48 



20-Jun Lawrence Glacy 

The Ecology of 

Fungi: The Little 

Things Plants Can’t 

Live Without 55 

18-Jul Don Mayall 

The War on Weeds: 

Protecting 

California’s 

Biodiversity 55 

no meeting       

19-Sep BobPerry 

Lashbrook Park Case 

Study: Landscaping 

with Natives 90 

17-Oct Rick Halsey 

Chaparral: 

California's Botanical 

Treasure 55 

28th Nov 4th 

TuesdayMargaret 

FiliusTorrey Pines 

State Reserve; San 

Diego’s 

Treasure 45 

no meeting   

 

 

4. Newsletter: 10 issues per year, 240 volunteer hours 1 volunteer coordinates, a 

few (2-3 contributing articles per month) ($7, 500 is total cost, including printing 

and postage) 

 

5. Public Outreach Events:  

a.  Earth Fair at Balboa Park:  5 volunteers and 10 hours total 

 

6. Education Efforts: special outreach to teachers or students, grants to grad 

students;  in-service training for teachers; donation of education materials to 

schools; curriculum development 

a.  We hosted 15 schools at a local nursery to teach them about native plants and 

gave all the participants free plants and seeds.  Total volunteer hours = 100 

b.  We hosted about 15 CNPS members for a 3 hour training on native plant 

propagation, total volunteers  = 4 @ 16 hours 

c.  Propagation seminar on Matilija poppies, 6 hours, 10 participants.   

d.  Consulting with individual homeowners on native plants questions, 50 hours, 

includes e-mails, phone calls, and site visits (one volunteer) 

d.  Bruce Hanson (1 person, 300 hours) providing free native plant consultation to 

the following non-profits in San Diego County:  Aquatic Adventures 
CNPS San Diego 

Canon de los Laureles (in Tijuana) 

Cuyamaca Outdoor School 

Friends of Famosa Slough 

Friends of Rice Canyon 



Friends of Rose Canyon 

Friends of Sunset Cliffs Natural Park 

Friends of Switzer Canyon 

Friends of University Heights 

Groundworks San Diego Chollas Creek 

Ramona Elementary School Vernal Pools 

 

 

7. Conservation: # of volunteer hours 
                  Conservation Report 2006(Submitted by Cindy Burrascano) 

 

Despite the need, less time was spent reviewing environmental documents this year and the position is being vacated 

in the hope that someone can do a better job at getting EIRs and EISs reviewed for the chapter. We have had some 

additional volunteers that contributed to document review this year and I am grateful for their assistance. Kay 

Stewart has done an excellent job of dealing with the SDG&E proposed Powerlink project and networking with the 

variety of groups opposed to the proposed alignment through Anza Borrego State Park, a variety of lands identified 

for preservation under habitat plans or other major planning efforts, as well as viewshed areas of San Diego’s 

backcountry. Carrie Schneider continues to offer guidance on many City of San Diego open space issues. Kay, 

Carrie, Carolyn, and Rick have spent many hours trying to educate people on how to protect their homes from fire. 

Chapter members spent many hours on education concerning impacts to natural resources concerning use of USMC 

Miramar as a joint use airport and construction of a border fence infrastructure project which we jokingly refer to as 

the alternative site for landing planes since the area of impact is large enough to land jumbo jets.  

 

Conservation Document Review by various committee members  120 hours 

MSCP North Meetings and Document Review      30 hours 

Cuyamaca Campground Relocation Meetings      14 hours 

 

 

Conservation (continued) Report submitted by Fred Roberts, rare plant coordinator for the San Diego Chapter:  

During 2006, as part of my Rare Plant Coordinator duties, I put in about 60 hours of volunteer time. This time 

consisted of environmental project reviews (4 hours), meetings with Citys and Agencies (6 hours), rare plant 

monitoring and status checks (10 hours), e-mail and phone question response (2 hours), coordination with the Rare 

Plant Botanist program in Sacramento (14 hours), and coordination with the newly founded Baja California Rare 

Plant Inventory project (24 hours). 

 

 

 

8. Work Parties: 
 Ornithostaphylos Salvage Project       80 hours 

Mission Trails Grassland Restoration Project      20 hours 

Hospitality Point Restoration Project     100 hours 

Goodan Ranch Exotics Removal (artichoke thistle and tamarisk)    37 hours 

Cape Ivy in Torrey Pines Drainage Project       18 hours 

Lopez Canyon Willowy Monardella Project       48 hours 

Nuttal’s Lotus Dunes         25 hours 

Ambrosia pumila Surverys with DFG       20 hours 

 

       Total Estimate  507 hours 

 

9. Legislative Activity: (Submitted by Peter St. Clair) Federal bills related to forest 

plans, state legislation related to fire protection and native plants, local legislation related to canyons and 
preservation.  Probably 25 hours in 2006 (one volunteer) 
10. Plant Sales/Wildflower Shows:   



    a.   Spring sale 31 volunteer hours, 5 people (organized by Connie Beck)   , all plants 

are from Tree of Life Nursery.  Raised $1,700 for chapter. 

    b.  Fall plant Sale, 5,000 plants total.  Less then 10% are member grown.  300 

volunteer hours, 40 volunteers.  Final report done, made somewhere between $12K - 

$15K.   

11. Other Activities: 

a. Maintaining our library, 10 hours (1 volunteer) 

b. Buying, selling and keeping track of our books, 100 hours (2 volunteers) 

c. Posters 6 hours (1 volunteer) 

d. Bookkeeping, treasurers duties, 120 hours (1 volunteer) 

e. Membership, 40 hours (contacting new members, lapsed members,etc) 

 (1 volunteer) 

f. Attending Chapter Council meetings, state board meetings and other 

activities related to these – 136 hours (1 volunteer – Dave Flietner) 

g. Updating website, 25 hours @ 1 volunteer. 

h. Vegetation Surveys(Lexince Schroeder chair) 
 1)  Monthly surveys, locations and volunteer hours (includes estimated drive time; includes 

chairperson): 

  a.  January  28th:  Tijuana River Valley Regional Park (County of SD; contact Maeve Hanley 8-

694-2968 or Casey Lydon 8-694-3430) 

10 volunteers @ 5.5 hours=55hours 

  b.  February 25th: Border Fields State Park (State Parks; contact Darren Smith 6-278-3785 Phil 

Roullard)15 volunteers @ 4.5 hours=67.5 hours 

  c.  March 25th: Lakeside Linkage (County of SD; contact Casey Lydon 8-694-3430)  

14 volunteers @ 5.5 hours=77 hours 

  d.  April 29th: Nelson property (near Corona; contact Pam Nelson 951-767-2324) 

6 volunteers @ 7 hours=42 hours 

  e.  May 20-21st: Volunteer training at Blue Sky Preserve (mixed jurisdiction; SDFG contact Tim 

Dillingham TDilling@dfg.ca.gov or  John Eckhoff  jekhoff@dfg.ca.gov ) 

20
th

: 7 volunteers @ 6 hours= 42 hours 

21
st
: 6 volunteers @ 5 hours= 30 hours 

  f.  June 24
th

: Bernardo Lakes (County of SD; contact volunteer coordinator Arne Johanson 8-759-

4769) 

9 volunteers @ 5 hours= 45 hours 

  g.  August 19
th

: Los Penasquitos Lagoon (State Parks; contact Darren Smith 6-278-3785) 

11 volunteers @ 6 hours= 66 hours 

 

  h.  October 28
th

: Tijuana Estuary (State Parks, contact Darren Smith 6-278-3785) 

9 volunteers @ 5 hours= 45 hours 

  i.  Planning each event required, on average, 7 hours time minimum for coordinating events, scout 

sites, securing permits, recruiting and corresponding with volunteers, purchasing supplies or making copies, passing 

along information to and cataloging photos for state office and cooperating agencies.   

Total time: 8 survey events @ 7 hours= 56 hours 

  j)  Meetings:  Chairperson and committee members attended meetings to accomplish committee 

objectives as indicated; times include estimated drive time: total 82 hours for meetings 

 GRAND TOTAL: 607.50 Volunteer Hours for Veg Committee 

 
 


