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NAME AND POSITION OF PERSON PREPARING REPORT: Carrie Schneider, President 
 
The San Diego Chapter requests a subvention. 
 
OVERVIEW OF CHAPTER –  
CNPS-San Diego actively works to conserve our floristic heritage by writing comment letters on 
development proposals, serving as a local expert on plants to local agencies, and filing lawsuits if 
necessary. The Chapter is currently organizing work parties to support the survival of Lotus nuttallianus 
(Nuttall’s lotus) in Mission Bay, and Monardella viminea  (Willowy monardella) in Lopez Canyon. 
Monitoring the Multiple Species Conservation Plan is one of the tasks of the Chapter’s Conservation 
committee. 
 
We recognize that invasive non-native plants are a major threat to native plant habitats and have 
developed a number of educational programs. The chapter has become a leader in fighting invasive 
species in projects as varied as proposing legislation to control the sale of pampas grass, holding work 
parties to hand-weed sensitive habitats, lobbying agencies such as CalTrans to use more native plants and 
stop using invasive species, and working with the local chapter of the American Society of Landscape 
Architects to develop a “Do Not Plant” brochure for Southern California, to guide designers away from 
problem plants.   
 
For many of our members, gardening with natives is their primary interest and meetings that spotlight 
native gardening techniques are always popular. Every October in Balboa Park, the Chapter holds a very 
native plant sale, a major source of funds for the chapter. The plant sale succeeds based on the efforts of 
dozens of volunteers; the thousands of dollars raised on this day allow us to pursue our goals in 
conservation, restoration, and education throughout the year. For example, the Chapter has launched a 
program to award grants and free consultations to teachers who are establishing native plant gardens at 
local schools.  To date, thirteen San Diego County schools have received funds to develop school native 
gardens. Our members also staff CNPS booths at fairs and exhibitions around the county.  
 
 
CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 
 
1. Board Meetings:  

1.1. Ten Board meetings, 11 board members  (3 hours, ~8 members each = 240 hours) 
1.2. Board support (Treasurer’s report and Minutes preparation) (30 hours)  
1.3. Other support: Mail handling and respond to voice mail and chapter email (92 hours) 

2. Field Trips:   
2.1. Post-fire recovery, Jan 24, 2004 – John O’Leary 
2.2. Wright’s Field in Alpine on March 7, 2004, with Yolaine Stout (8 hours) 
2.3. Descanso Burn Area, April 3, 2004 – Rick Halsey ~15 participants (5 hours)  
2.4. Crestridge Ecological Reserve on April 10, 2004  (8 hours) 
2.5. Calavera Mountain Sept 21, 2004 – Carolyn Martus 

3. Programs:   
3.1. Jan- Santa Ysabel Open Space Preserve – Virginia Moran 
3.2. Feb- Natural Resource Management in Colorado Desert District State Parks – Jim Dice 
3.3. Mar - Vernal Pools – Rick Halsey 
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3.4. Apr- An Approach to Help Prioritize Weed Management – Meghan Trainor Fitch 
3.5. May- Big Plans, Tiny Plants: Do Multiple-Species Plans Provide Promised Native Plant 

Protection? – David Hogan 
3.6. Jun- The Cacti of San Diego County – Jon Rebman 
3.7. Jul- Santa Margarita and San Luis Rey Watersheds Weed Management Area – Jason Giessow 
3.8. Sep- Landscaping with Native Plants – Bruce Hanson 
3.9. Oct – Medicinal Uses of San Diego Native Plants – Carole A. Brown 

3.10. Nov - Rare Plants of San Diego County – Fred Roberts 
3.11. About 60 attendees/meeting, 50 volunteer hours to organize program meetings 
3.12. Expenses (annual) 

3.12.1. $50 room rental 
3.12.2. $170 for speaker’s dinner 
3.12.3. $87 hospitality supplies 

 
4. Newsletter:  

4.1.  12 issues/year. We starting using a commercial service this year, which prints, addresses and 
mails the newsletter, resulting in higher cost, but less wear on volunteers. Volunteers edit the 
newsletter and maintain the mailing list (100 volunteer hours).  

4.2. $6000 annual cost to print and mail.  
 
5. Public Outreach Events:    

5.1. 50 volunteer hours, 400 public contacts 
5.2. San Diego Bird Festival (classes and field trips for birders) on February 7, 2004 
5.3. San Diego Earth Fair, an Earth Day event in Balboa Park 
5.4. Earth Day at Mission San Luis Rey April 4, 2004 
5.5. San Diego Natural History Museum’s “Earth, Wind, and Wildfire” exhibit   
5.6. Out of the Ashes…Gardens Reborn event. Oct 9, 2004 
5.7. Seaworld festival, Sept 6, 2004 
5.8. Mountain Empire Native Plant Fall Fest, Nov 13, 2004 

 
6. Education Efforts:  

6.1. School Garden Program 
6.1.1. Supported five new native gardens at schools by a grant, plants, and planting and design 

advice.  
6.1.2. Our chapter and Recon received an “E.A.R.T.H.” award from San Diego Earthworks for the 

2003 School Garden Program.  
6.2. Created Speaker List of people who can talk about native plants and related subjects; list sent to 

sixty garden clubs. 
6.3. Made digital files of many older handouts, so they can be sent electronically to festivals and 

workshops. 
 
7. Conservation: 

7.1. Coalitions - Represented CNPS at meetings of the: 
7.1.1. County Otay River Valley Watershed Planning effort 
7.1.2. County's Northern MSCP planning meetings and North County Open Space Coalition 
7.1.3. County Quino Checkerspot MSCP Coverage Committee 
7.1.4. Environmental Health Coalition Chula Vista Bayfront Development group 
7.1.5. Partners for Biodiversity 
7.1.6. San Diego Fire Recovery Network.  

7.2. Other Meetings: 
7.2.1. Attended meetings concerning trails and the Tijuana River Valley.  
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7.2.2. Attended the MSCP annual meeting and supplied numerous people with questions to ask in 
order to diversify public participation at the meetings.  

7.3. Letters written on: 
7.3.1. Failure of Centromadia mitigation 
7.3.2. Reintroduction of hang gliding to the Forest Service's Black Mountain area under the guise 

of a categorical exemption for a road regrading in Packera ganderi habitat 
7.3.3. Support letters for land acquisitions.  
7.3.4. Filed a few complaints with the County concerning illegal grading.  

7.4. Lawsuit: 
7.4.1. Participating in a lawsuit challenging the adequacy of analysis for the Border Fence 

Infrastructure Project after having attended numerous meetings concerning the project; with 
co-plaintiffs from the Sierra Club, San Diego Audubon, San Diego Baykeeper, Southwest 
Wetlands Interpretive Center, and Center for Biological Diversity. Carried out letter-writing 
campaigns to the Coastal Commission and Senators Boxer and Feinstein.  

7.4.2. We communicated with the Otay Water District concerning impacts of one of their projects 
and lack of Alternatives analysis for their proposed take of 275,000-750,000 Otay tarplant 
(Deinandra conjugens) a listed plant species. We recently heard from DFG that the Otay 
Water District was able to shift the reservoir project a little south and will avoid all but 
about 800 of the plants. We suspect that our chapter’s reputation for being willing and able 
to bring lawsuits to ensure that legal protections for plants are followed was instrumental in 
getting their cooperation.  

7.5. Invasive Plants 
7.5.1. Spoke up regarding the City of San Diego Water Department’s  “Living with Wildfire” 

brochure because it promoted the use of invasive plants at the urban-wildland interface.  
This was a direct violation of the City’s MSCP program.  After several e-mails, discussions 
with City staff and Councilmember’s staff and a couple months, the city finally pulled the 
document from their website. 

7.5.2. Had the City of San Diego Water Department’s list of drought tolerant plants pulled from 
their website because it promoted the use of invasive plants.  The Water Department’s 
website now includes information on invasive plants as well as water conservation.   

7.5.3. Continue to send e-mail’s to the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
regarding their website, www.bewaterwise.com because it features several highly invasive 
plants including Pennisetum setaceum.  Could use some help from the state CNPS or other 
chapters. 

7.5.4. Assisted High Tech Middle School students by providing information and literature about 
CNPS and invasive plant species.   

7.5.5. Lobbied agencies to prevent seeding of open space with Rye grass and other non-native 
species, and to prevent the distribution of seed mixes containing African daisy 
(Dimorphotheca sinuatua) and Rose clover (Trifolium hirtum) to property owners.  

7.5.6. Continued working with ASLA to publish the “Invasive Plant Guide to San Diego.”  
Committee includes 10 people, 2 CNPS members and 8 ASLA members.  A draft guide was 
published in April 2004, expect to publish final in April 2005.  

 
8. Work Parties: # of work parties 

8.1. Mission Bay Native Plant Display Area – to assist survival of Lotus nuttallianus and its sand 
dune associates at Hospitality Point and No Man’s. March 13. 2004. Contributed $1500 for 
signage. 

8.2. Monardella linoides ssp viminea restoration in Lopez Canyon.  
 
9. Legislative Activity: what issues or bills did your chapter work on  

9.1. Wrote many letters to elected officials on legislative issues that effect native plants and habitat. 
9.2. Met with SANDAG chief financial officer and planning director to understand the financial and 
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biological impact of Prop A--a local transportation funding measure.  Wrote newsletter articles 
for members assessing pro and con of proposed habitat restoration and project mitigation plans. 

9.3. Attended Chapter Council meeting and wrote up results in our newsletter for members.  
9.4. Reviewed the legislative year in Congress and State legislature and created a "scorecard" to be 

published in our newsletter.  
9.5. Continued attempts to get CalTrans to use more native plants; to create demonstration gardens 

where members can see natives in a garden or landscape setting; to get California Department of 
Fish & Game to adopt better policies and procedures with respect to permanent protection of 
mitigation sites.  

 
10. Plant Sales/Wildflower Shows:   

10.1. Spring Plant Sale, at Tree of Life nursery who shares the proceeds with us (30 hours) 
10.2. Fall Plant Sale – Balboa Park – Oct. 16, 2004 

10.2.1. 250 volunteer hours 
10.2.2. About 5% donated, members grown, or salvaged plant material. 
10.2.3. 3000 plants were available for sale, and about 300 taxa. 

 
11. Other Activities: 

11.1. Grants to third parties: 
11.1.1. $1000 for school gardens (see above) 
11.1.2. Distributed plants and grants to six organizations for purchase of native plants for 

landscaping of public areas,  
11.1.3. Supported a local environmental group, “Preserve Calavera” with donations of a door 

prize and literature at their “Eat the Invasives” fundraiser, and a $1000 grant for land 
acquisition.  

11.1.4. $500 grant to Agua Hedionda Lagoon Foundation for signage for their native plant 
garden.  

11.1.5. $1000 for Cape Ivy Biocontrol project 
11.2. Purchased copyright from Jeannine De Hart for her book “Propagation Secrets for California 
Native Plants” 
11.3. Organized a book drive for members who lost their native plant libraries in the 2003 fires. We 
received and distributed more than 206 books, Fremontia sets, slides, and pamphlets.   
11.4. With the help of Recon Native Plant Nursery, donated about 2000 Coast Live Oak (Quercus 
agrifolius) trees to property owners who lost homes or vegetation in the 2003 fires 
11.5. Spring Garden Tour organized by members for members. 
11.6. Assisted Mesa College landscape design students with draft master plans for Pt. Loma Native 
Plant Reserve 
11.7. Work on fire related issues, including emails, phone calls, letters, plus meetings of the San 
Diego Fire Recovery Network (60 hours).  
11.8. We showed our Celebration of Native Plant Landscape slide show four times last year. (12 
hours of volunteer time) 
11.9. Consultations: 

11.9.1. Assisted in efforts to attract new volunteer/"friends" leadership for Pt. Loma Native Plant 
Reserve 

11.9.2. Continue to support the Buena Vista Native Plant Club in Oceanside with technical 
support and advice.  

11.10. Attended Chapter Council meetings 
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