
CHAPTER ANNUAL ACTIVITIES REPORT 
 

SAN DIEGO CHAPTER  - YEAR 2003 
 
NAME AND POSITION OF PERSON PREPARING REPORT: Carrie Schneider, President 
 
The San Diego Chapter requests a subvention. 
 
President - Carrie Schneider  
• Conducted 11 Board meetings  (3 hours, ~7 members each = 231 hours)  
• Developed Board members Handbook, led formation of chapter list server and chapter email address 
• Recommended a policy on vegetation management for fire safety which was adopted by state CNPS. 

Co-wrote vegetation management guidelines, which was reviewed by the CNPS conservation 
committee but tabled. 

• Participated as CNPS representative in meetings with local sewer department to develop restoration 
standards and seed/plant lists for sewer impacts  

• Appointed to the newly formed City of San Diego Open Space Advisory Committee as CNPS 
representative. 

• Wrote several letters to support protection or appropriate use of native plants in local projects, 
comments on developments that affect native plant habitat, support letter for a grant proposal from 
the San Diego Natural History Museum Plant Atlas.  

• Presented CNPS overview to Lisa Ross’s UCSD class in Natural Resource Management (with Cindy 
Burrascano). 

• Conducted special mailing to Point Loma members about the Point Loma Nature Preserve 
• Continued to support the passage of legislation in San Diego that would ban the sale of Cortaderia 

selloana (Pampasgrass), Tamarisk, Arundo donax, and Cape ivy. 
• estimate 150 hours other than board meetings 
 
Programs – Gladys Baird 
• January 21, 2003 - Ambrosia pumila: Strength, Development & Reproduction - Josh Corona-Bennett, 

San Diego State University, jbennett@sunstroke.sdsu.edu 
• February 18, 2003 – Plan of the San Diego River Park - Rob Hutsel, Director- Projects and Programs, 

San Diego River Park Foundation, info@SanDiegoRiver.org 
• March 18, 2003 - Seasons throughout the coastal garden year - Dave Buchanan, Ocean Sage 

Landscaping, oceansage@cox.net 
• April 15, 2003 - What the Mountain Defense League Is and What It Does - Dick Gadler, Mountain 

Defense League, Au2k@aol.com 
• May 20, 2003 -- Woodpeckers Wouldn't Have Homes Without Mushrooms, and Other Stories - Les 

Braund, San Diego Mycological Society, (858) 271-1274 
• June 17, 2003 - Vulcan Mountain Reserve - Susan Cary, Executive Director Volcan Mountain 

Preserve Foundation, susancary@volcanmt.org 
• July 15, 2003 -- Herbicidal Control of Invasive Plants - Carl E. Bell, UC Cooperative Extension, 

cebell@ucdavis.edu 
• September 16, 2003 - Gardening with Natives - Greg Rubin, California's Own Native Landscape 

Design, calown@pacbell.net 
• October 21, 2003--Habitat Restoration - Bruce Hanson, RECON, brucemhanson@cox.net 
• November 18, 2003--Comparative Floristic Study of Palomar Mountain State Park - Robert K. Lauri, 

Herbarium Assistant Curator, San Diego State University, Ecoboy2@earthlink.net,  
• December 16, 2003 – Fire Forum 
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Newsletters – Bobbie Stephenson, editor 
Published 12 newsletters, which were edited, printed, folded, addressed and mailed by volunteers.  
200 hours. 
 
Conservation – Cindy Burrascano – 300 hours 

• Continued to litigate, though appeals, the Carroll Canyon Business Park project, which resulted in take of 
a major population of Monardella linoides ssp viminea. 

• Pursued litigation for ESA challenge for Monardella linoides ssp viminea coverage 
• Participated in the Safe Border Coalition to try to effect improvements and minimization of impacts from 

the Border Fence Infrastructure Project. This involved repeated lobbying of elected officials and 
local, state, and federal levels. Our letter was included as an attachment to the original staff report 
to the Coastal Commission. Pursued financing for Border Fence lawsuit, which will result in take of 
many sensitive plant species. Helped State Parks map their rare plant species in the border area. 
Investigated the legitimacy of the taxon Heterotheca sessiliflora sessiliflora and performed some 
surveying at Borderfield State Park, Torrey Pines Extension, and Silver Strand State Beach for the 
Heterotheca (the plant is in trouble).  

• Represented CNPS at the Partners for Biological Diversity monthly meetings held in San Diego (post-
Symposium). Presented to the group about the Vegetation Mapping and Rare Plant Program of 
CNPS.  This effort was followed up by representing CNPS at San Diego Fire Recovery Network 
meetings (a network of agencies, NGOs, and scientists). Many CNPS members attended the various 
subgroups for Public Outreach, Education, Monitoring, and Public Policy. Compiled a reference list 
for seeding issues.  

• Followed up on mitigation for Centromadia pungens ssp laevis for the Santee Trolley Project to ensure 
mitigation requirements were fulfilled since no mitigation plan was ever produced that CNPS could 
obtain a copy of to review. 

• Communicated with USFS about their underhanded approach to introducing hang gliding back to Black 
Mountain Road (outside of Ramona) in Senecio ganderi occupied habitat.  

• Reviewed Otay tarplant Preserve reports after having to harass USFWS personnel to get the reports 
produced even though they are part of a court ordered settlement. Discussed proposed plan for 
habitat enhancement with USFWS Refuge staff. 

• Attended the annual public meeting for MSCP and asked the bulk of the questions from the public. 
Attendance was sparse by the public. Attended public meetings for the North County, County of SD 
addition to MSCP although the meetings have been a waste of time with little substance. 

• Represent CNPS at the Quino Checkerspot Coverage Group for the County of San Diego. I was invited as 
an environmental rep since I was one of the few people who understood MSCP and could be 
coerced into attending.  

• Mark Dodero has been attending meetings with the state concerning locations and criteria for siting off 
highway vehicle areas in the county. 

• Identified Centromadia parryi ssp australis for Park staff at San Dieguito River Park. Staff has since 
mapped multiple locations of the species in the park. 

• Learned a little about cloud seeding during review of environmental documents for the City of San Diego 
liasoning with a local weatherman for research on the topic. 

• Wrote support letter for the acquisition of Desert Cauhilla area to Anza Borrego State Park.  
• Reviewed two different school projects that will impact vernal pool resources in San Diego. Selling or 

giving land to school districts appears the “acceptable” way to rid oneself of remaining vernal pools 
in the county. Attended meeting for both projects after having commented on the projects 
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Public Outreach Activities – Dave Flietner 
  
Event Date  Volunteer Hours 
San Diego Bird Festival February 9 –10 20 
Coronado Flower Show April 26 8 
Pepper Tree Day April 27 16 
Earth Fair April 27 32 
CNPS Plant Sale October 18 8 
San Dieguito Park 5 K  November 15 16 
Las Pilitas Nursery Open House November 22 24 
 
Invasive Plants – Carolyn Martus 
• Established a joint committee with ASLA San Diego to publish a list of plants that should not be used 

for landscaping.  The committee has completed a draft that has been approved by both groups (CNPS 
SD and ASLA SD) and will be published and released in 2004 

• Generated 50 letters to CalTrans to encourage native plants in roadside landscaping and to let them 
know that people in San Diego don’t want invasive plants used for landscaping 

• Working with the City of San Diego to put together an outreach program on invasive plants.   
• Put together a poster titled, “Volunteer Efforts to Educate and Influence Corporate America and Local 

Governments to stop selling and using Pampas Grass (Cortaderia selloana) and Other Invasive Non-
Native Plants.”  This poster was displayed at the 2003 Cal-IPC conference where we let other 
concerned citizens know about our success in San Diego. 

• Convinced Fenton Marketplace to remove their Pampas Grass and replace it with Muhlenbergia 
rigens, in order to protect the San Diego River watershed.  

• Supported the newly formed Buena Vista Native Plant Club with $50 and technical support from 
experienced chapter members 

• Facilitated the donation of 2,000 one gallon Quercus agrifolia to fire victims in San Diego, with the 
help from RECON Native Plant Nursery, 

• Got the Coast News to do an article on Invasive Plants. 
• Represented CNPS on the “North County Open Space Coalition”, a coalition of local environmental 

groups working to ensure a strong Multiple Habitats Conservation Plan for the north county coastal 
area in San Diego.   

• Supported a local environmental group, “Preserve Calavera” with donations of a door prize and 
literature at their “Eat the Invasives” fundraiser 

 
Education - Don Hohimer 
• Provided public outreach and consulted with fire victims after the Cedar Fire. 
• Conducted interviews for newspapers regarding native plant communities and fire.  
• Wrote and distributed for publication an article about surviving wild land fires titled "Lessons learned 

in the Cedar Fire."  
• Created the CNPS Garden Grant for K-12 schools in San Diego and Imperial Counties.  Judged 

entries and assisted with distribution of awards which included cash, plants, and nursery discounts.  
• Opened my residential garden to the public during the Sage and Songbirds Festival in May and 

distributed CNPS materials to the 750 people who visited.  
• Presented a slideshow program titled "The California Garden" to various public garden groups.  
• Assisted several teachers with design and installation of school gardens with a native plant focus. 
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Treasurer - Marty Foltyn 
As the treasurer for CNPS San Diego, I spend approximately 200 hours per year managing the chapter 
funds. I coordinate revenue and expenses for the fundraisers and sales the chapter holds each year, create 
monthly statements for board review, and prepare a quarterly sales report and annual financial report for 
CNPS Sacramento. I also advise the chapter on financial expenditures. Chapter revenue increased this 
year, due in large part to the large variety of books and materials made available for sale to chapter 
members, and to the annual CNPS San Diego plant sale, a much anticipated event for the community. 
These gains are due entirely to the volunteers who assist in these fundraising activities. Without their time 
and effort, it would not be possible for our chapter to continue working to protect San Diego's native 
plants and educate the community on native plant varieties and the unique role natives play in the San 
Diego ecology. 
 
Publicity – Julie Kirker 
• got a list together of contacts for newspapers, websites, magazines, KPBS  radio 
• made fliers for Fall Sale, printed and distributed at meetings and on my own 
• forwarded all publicity for programs, plant sale etc. to list serv each month 
• notified contacts of each monthly program and plant sale by deadlines every month 
• got some articles into a few papers (hoping my repeated notices to those contacts is what ignited the 

articles 
• 100 hours 
 
Plant Sale - Joan Stewart 
Another successful (made money, had fun, reached a lot of people!) plant sale in October thanks to the 
volunteers from the chapter. Estimate 250 hours. 
 
Legislation - Peter H. St.Clair  
• Communicated CNPS positions to U.S. Senators, San Diego area Congresspersons, and area state 

Senate and Assembly persons 
• Established dialog with key Congress persons on expansion of Ft. Rosecrans  
• National Cemetery and other land uses at Marine Corps. Station Miramar in San Diego.   

- Worked with San Diego River Park Foundation on Pt. Loma Native Plant Reserve and a plan 
for new community involvement and management of the reserve, which is part of Collier 
Park, a Dedicated City Park.   

- Worked with Grant Elementary School teachers and local parents and children in the design, 
creation and maintenance of a 6 acre native plant area along West Washington Street in 
Mission Hills.  This was a weedy hill bordered by acacia and eucalyptus until we started 
work.  There are years of work left, but its a start.   

• -Participated in numerous cleanups and native plantings along San Diego River near Old Town.   
• -Worked to create or expand a number of local nature preserves, all  dedicated to protection of 

Coastal Sage Scrub and gnatcatchers.   
• -Wrote local elected officials to promote compact forms of growth and development--to protect 

undeveloped areas, to reduce fire risk, and to better plan for, finance and utilize infrastructure.  
• Estimate 250 hours. 
 
Horticulture - Kay Stewart 
• Fire Risk Reduction policy and guidelines, writing/editing Jan - August: 20 hours 
• Public outreach: monthly voice mail recording, response, mailing: 40 hours 
• As Horticulture chair:  

o writing 4 articles for newsletter: 4 hours 
o showed slide show 3 times: 6 hours, phone Q&A: 4 hours 

• 2003 fire response: Representative to San Diego Fire Recovery Network: 30 hours 
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