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NAME AND POSITION OF PERSON PREPARING REPORT: Carrie Schneider, President

The San Diego Chapter requests a subvention.

What are the main concerns or focus of your chapter?
Our major concerns include the protection of plants in current preserves, from encroachment (such as ORV use, and 
illegal grading) and weeds. We continue to experience rapid disappearance of plants from their natural habitat as the 
result of development.

What are your chapter's special strengths or accomplishments?
Strengths - Conservation, Newsletter, Field Trips, Exotic Weeds activism, Education, Horticulture, Public Outreach.

What are the major challenges or problems facing your chapter? Is this an ongoing situation, has it improved or gotten 
worse, what steps did you take to address the problem and did they help?

- Had not been able to find a delegate who can consistently travel to attend the Chapter Council meetings in order 
to represent the chapter. As a result, communication between the State offices and our chapter suffers. 

- Many board members became unable to come to meetings, resulting in a lack of quorum for several months. A 
bylaws revision is in progress to solve this problem.

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

Board Meetings: 
10 Board meetings, for 2.5 hr each. Approximately 7 people at each meeting.
Thanks to Treasurer Marty Foltyn for keeping the chapter’s finances straight so that we can pursue our goal and 
Secretary Jennifer Hodge for keeping minutes as a record of our actions.

Field Trips, organized by Kirsten Winter

1. Juniper Canyon in the City of San Diego - 17 participants. Jon Rebman, Curator of Botany at the San Diego 
Natural History Museum, led a hike in an “urban canyon” near downtown San Diego. The area, part of the 
Multiple Habitat Conservation Preserve, features maritime chaparral and several rare plant species, including 
Snake Cholla (Cylindropuntia californica var. californica). Jon prepared a floristic checklist from plants noted on 
the trip.

2. Torrey Pines and Coastal Sage Scrub. Charlie Kerns, a restoration biologist and botanist at the Torrey Pines State 
Reserve, led a trip into a less-frequented part of the Reserve, on the north side of Carmel Valley Road, comprised 
of coastal habitat influenced by fog.

3. Daley Ranch - more than 30 participants. James Dillane, a noted local botanist, led this trip to this area, acquired 
by the City of Escondido for an open space park. The area features chaparral, coastal sage scrub, deergrass 
meadows, and oak woodlands. James distributed an updated floristic checklist for the area, which now includes 
446 species.

4. Otay Mountain- 25 participants. Mark Elvin led a joint trip with the Orange County Chapter on this trip where rare 
local species such as the Otay Mountain Lotus (Lotus crassifolius v. otayensis) and Teceta cypress (Cupressus 
forbesii).

5. Rutherford Ranch. Linh Davis led a tour of more than 3000 acres that was recently acquired by the Cleveland 
National Forest. The area features oak woodlands and native grasslands.

6. In-Ko-Pah Mountains, McCain Valley- 12 participants. Tim Cass led a tour starting from the Manzanita Indian 
Reservation. The vegetation is montane chaparral with some desert influence. 



7. Volcan Mountain - 20 people. David Faulkner led a trip focused on plants and butterflies into Volcan Mountain 
Preserve, acquired as part of the San Dieguito River Parkway. The area features pine and oak woodlands and 
native grasslands.

8. Southern Calavera Hills/ Carlsbad Oaks North;  Mount Calavera, Carlsbad. Diane Nygaard led these joint trips 
(with Preserve Calavera and the Sierra Club) to the last large open space in Carlsbad, an area that Preserve 
Calavera is working to protect. The area features a large stand of the rare Nuttall’s scrub oak (Quercus dumosa).

9. Laguna Aster Wooded Hill area, Mount Laguna 10 participants. Kirsten Winter  Conditions remained very dry at 
Mount Laguna, but a few Laguna asters (Machaeranthera asteroids var. lagunensis) were flowering. 

10. Cabrillo National Monument/ Point Loma, Claude Edwards, renowned ornithologist and botanist, led a trip 
featuring the botany and natural history of Point Loma. Point Loma is home to some of the best remaining 
maritime succulent scrub habitat in the county.

11. Mistletoe at Mount Laguna, Kirsten Winter led a trip featuring the various types of mistletoe in our local mountains.

Programs (Organized by Gladys Baird): 

1. Propagation of California Natives. Jeanine de Hart, former California Natives Contract Grower, discussed the 
propagation of Matilija poppy, Cleveland Sage, and other favorites.

2. Butterflies and Native Plants. David Faulkner, entomologist, was head of the San Diego Natural History’s 
Entomology department for 25 years. He spoke on local butterfly and moth species and which natives they are 
attracted to.

3. Rare Plant and Habitat Restoration in Coastal Southern California. Mark Dodero discussed the challenges of doing 
successful rare plant and ecosystem-based habitat restoration, in particular grasslands, vernal pools, maritime 
succulent scrub, and coastal sage scrub.

4. Botany of McCain Valley. Tim Cass presented slides on various vegetation types and dominant plants in this 
broad transmontane valley on the eastern slope of the Laguna Mountains.

5. Endangered Species and Invasive Weeds: Impacts and Control Issues. Mike Kelly, owner of a habitat restoration 
company and past president and founder of the California Exotic Plant Pest Council spoke about the impacts of 
invasive weeds on rare and endangered plants and what can be done.

6. Scientific Realities and Questions about the Flora of San Diego County. Jon Rebman, Curator of Botany for the 
San Diego Natural History Museum, spoke about the biodiversity of San Diego County and how an improved 
voucher specimen program will support the scientific knowledge of the County’s plants.

7. Natives in the Home Garden - John Noble

8. Growing Coastal Sage Scrub Plants - Bruce Hanson

9. Environmentally Sensitive Brush Management, Lisa Wood, a biologist with the City of San Diego’s Environmental 
Services Department spoke on carrying out environmentally sensitive brush management in fire safety zones.

• Attendance: an average of about 40 people per meeting
• Expenses:  $75 per year for room rental. $70 for speakers’ fees.

At each General Meeting, a Sales Table with books and other items was organized by Susan Marchetti and Lynne 
Thomas.

Newsletter: 
• 12 issues per year. Our newsletter editor Bobbie Stephenson develops the newsletter and has them printed. The 

membership chair Sara Steinhoffer prints the labels, then the newsletters and labels go to Julie Taylor who attaches 
the labels and takes the stacks to the post office. This year, the post office has started requiring us to tape the 
newsletter closed.

o Annual Cost - postage for newsletters to about 750 members was about $1400.Printing was about $2512.

Public Outreach Events: 
• Web Site Maintenance (Dale Clark) with updates on events, links, and downloadable information about Chapter 

and State activities.  



• Chapter voice mail (Kay Stewart) monthly outgoing message update on Chapter activities, communication with the 
public, sending out information, coordinating requests for books, speakers, conservation information, membership 
requests.

1. Annual Display - at the downtown San Diego library, This year’s display, on vernal pools, was designed by Cindy 
Burrascano

2. 2002 San Diego Bird Festival - ecotourism event. Several volunteers took turns at our booth.

3. Mission San Luis Rey Pepper Tree Day - Cindy Burrascano took our table-top display to this family event centered 
on celebration of an historic Pepper tree.

4. Earth Fair 2002 - very well-attended local environmental fair. Carrie Schneider organized several volunteers for 
booth.

5. Coronado Flower Show - general flower show. Callie Mack and Phil Roullard. 

6. Elfin Forest Volunteer Fire Department pancake breakfast and gardening day. Kay Stewart and Martha Sullivan 
created a new fire-resistant planting display and attended this event.

7. Save the Bay Coastal Clean-up Day. Dave Flietner headed the booth and organized volunteers at this fair which 
drew environmentally concerned citizens and passersby in a good location near Mission Beach.

Education: (Don Hohimer)
With adults:
January -Gave a slideshow/talk to Orange County Chapter on creating an authentic California gardens
February -Gave a slideshow/talk at the San Diego Bird Festival on gardening for butterflies with native plants.
 March  -Gave a slideshow/talk on school gardening at the San Diego Zoo to National Science Teachers Convention.
April -Led a botanical hike for the Back Country Land Trust.
May -Gave a slideshow/talk on creating The California Wildlife Garden at the Sage and Songbird Festival.
June  -Led an all day workshop at RSABG called “The Ultimate School Garden.”
September - Trained a group of docents for the National Wildlife Federation on school gardening and wildlife habitat 
gardening.
November - Consulted with CNPS members about changing their traditional gardens to natives.
December - Gave a tour of my home garden as a model backyard habitat for the San Diego Natural History Museum.

With children:
January -Planted and watered 36 new Engelmann Oaks at middle school and seeded wildflowers at middle school.
February -Removed invasive Eucalyptus at a nature preserve and used the wood to create fencing on trails from middle 
school to nature preserve.  -Planted a native demonstration area at middle school.
March -Created a hiking trail which included moving boulders and planting native grasses at nature preserve.  -Help 
middle school students planted 47 trees to create a “Faculty Grove” of oaks and sycamores at middle school.
April - Dedicated the Faculty Grove to staff.  -Led botanical hike for middle school students at Anza-Borrego Desert State 
Park.
May -Weeded and watered Engelmann grove, Faculty Grove, and native demonstration area at middle school.
June -Potted up and tended to 2000 Jeffrey Pines donated by the Kiwanis Club for eventual donation to the Cleveland 
National Forest.
September - Represented CNPS at Sea World for the annual “Garden of Discovery Day” where various organizations 
shared information with the public and created several interactive activities with children.
October - Organized students to volunteer at a Back Country Land Trust fundraiser. -Distributed unsold native s from the 
CNPS plant sale to needy school gardens.
November -Led the planting of a large Torrey Pine, in memory of a deceased student, with staff and students at the 
middle school.
December - Monitored 80 acres of Englemann oak woodland behind the middle school and documented the leafing 
out of all trees from a severe drought induced dormancy.



Public Education (Kay Stewart)
March: Slide-show/talk for homeowners association in Solana Beach on landscaping with native plants.
July: Slide-show/talk at the Tecolote Nature Center, San Diego, to San Diego Audubon on native plant landscaping for 
bird gardens.
September: Slide-show/talk at The Water Conservation Garden, El Cajon, on landscaping with native plants.
October: Slide-show/talk at the Tijuana River Valley Preserve Visitor Center, Imperial Beach, on landscaping with native 
plants.

Conservation: 

This was a significant focus of our chapter this year, with the most important projects worked on including:
•
• Attempts to get legal prosecution for take of two endangered plant species in a vernal pool impact
• Two legal cases concerning preservation of Willowy monardella. 

North County NCCP/HCP HCP that includes the Cities of Carlsbad, Oceanside, Solana Beach, Encinitas, San Marcos, 
Vista, and Escondido (MHCP): Fred Roberts and Cindy Burrascano provided text for the joint comment letter that was 
submitted on behalf of a coalition of organizations for the North County MHCP. Carolyn Martus has provided a more 
energetic active participation in subsequent interactions of the coalition group for this NCCP/HCP and is now leading 
the effort of CNPS for this project. The Coalition group consists of about 10 organizations including National Wildlife 
Federation, Center for Biological Diversity, Audubon, Sierra Club, CNPS, and many smaller community groups.

The Border Fence Infrastructure Project: Cindy Burrascano has been heavily involved in a different coalition group 
working on finding an acceptable solution to what has been proposed for improved border fence infrastructure. Much 
of the work has involved visiting with politicians at multiple levels of government (City of Imperial Beach, City of San 
Diego, County of San Diego, various state and federal elected officials) as well as contacting agency personnel. The 
Coalition includes Southwest Wetlands Interpretive Association, Sierra Club, Audubon, Endangered Habitats League, San 
Diego Baykeeper, CNPS, San Diego Archeological Center, Save Our Heritage Organization, San Diego Peace 
Foundation and has at various times included the Rural Legal Assistance Foundation, American Friends Service 
Committee, and the Environmental Health Coalition. The goals of the various organizations differ and a larger coalition 
of environment and immigration activists has been difficult to maintain given our different goals. 

The County of San Diego General Plan Update: A fourth volunteer with a planning background provided sound 
comments on deficiencies in the County’s General Plan Update.

Vernal pool impact: We were unable to get the state to prosecute illegal take of two endangered vernal pool species. 
The state statute of limitations has expired on the case but the federal law apparently has no such time restraints. We 
have not been able to move USFWS to get prosecution and have resorted to contacting politicians to try to get the 
case to move forward.

Two legal cases concerning preservation of Willowy monardella: We lost our legal CEQA challenge for take of Willowy 
monardella and the case is being appealed. Briefs have been filed but no date for oral arguments has been scheduled. 
The second case against USFWS based on ESA claims has been in the settlement phase for a while now but we do not 
expect the case to settle. The lawyer on the case, Craig Sherman, recently received 18 boxes of documents for the 
case. Since the vast majority of the documents has nothing to do with Willowy monardella, but are records from other 
lawsuits, it provides an additional time challenge to sort through the documents to find the pertinent ones. The pre-trial 
conference is currently scheduled for August 11, 2003.

• Cindy Burrascano has had to push at USFWS to get them to comply with the Settlement Agreement for the Otay 
tarplant lawsuit and it is unclear if USFWS will be able to meet the success requirements of settlement agreement 
given they now have only three years instead of five to complete the weed work. 

• Cindy Burrascano has been visiting County Board of Supervisors offices with a handful of other environmental 
groups (Audubon Society, Sierra Club, Endangered Habitats League, Back Country Coalition, CNPS) to discuss issues 
with the County and has participated in group discussions for City of San Diego Wetlands Deviation Policy (Center for 



Biological Diversity, Sierra Club, Audubon, Friends of Los Penasquitos Canyon, CNPS). 

Work Parties:
a) Lopez Canyon Willowy Monardella Restoration (Cindy Burrascano)
CNPS has a joint project with USFWS, DFG, City of San Diego, and Friends of Los Penasquitos Canyon to manage the 
Willowy monardella that occurs in Lopez Canyon. We have fulfilled CNPS’s commitment by providing yearly weeding 
and seasonal fencing of plants. We authored the report that was submitted to USFWS for the grant. The protective 
measures for armoring the area to prevent additional loss of the species is the responsibility of the Friends of Los 
Penasquitos Canyon and the City of SD and has yet to be performed although designs have been proposed for the 
work. CNPS will be involved in plantings with the Friends once that work is completed to increase the number of plants in 
the drainage. 

b) Otay-Sweetwater USFWS Refuge (Cindy Burrascano)
Work parties were curtailed due to lack of legal access to the Refuge. CNPS, the Zoological Society of San Diego, and 
USFWS have been working on weeding an area that supports Otay tarplant. Unfortunately one of the owners of the 
access road to the refuge has insisted on conditions for use of the road that the project leader was unwilling to 
guarantee. No access had been obtained by the end of December so it is unclear if the project will continue. CNPS was 
providing labor as part of a match for a grant and was supervising Zoological Society volunteers on the project. Seed 
was collected that was transferred to the new biologist (the old Refuge staff left the seed with CNPS so it wouldn’t be 
misplaced). Horehound control was performed on another part of the Refuge that supports the largest Ambrosia pumila 
population in existence.  

c) Lopez Canyon Grassland Restoration(Cindy Burrascano)
Weeding and planting has continued in this joint project with the Friends of Los Penasquitos Canyon. Drought this past 
year resulted in plantings being not so successful since there has been little supplemental watering. 

Legislative Activity: 
a) Pampas grass 
After a presentation by Carrie Schneider at a San Diego City Council subcommittee meeting in February 2002, the 
subcommittee voted to ask the City Manger to draft an ordinance to ban the sale, cultivation, and importation of 
Pampas Grass (Cortaderia selloana) in the City of San Diego. The subcommittee voted to approve this ordinance in 
June 2002, an action which generated some local TV news coverage. Subsequently, however, the Dept. of Food and 
Agriculture (CDFA) challenged the City’s jurisdiction to ban the sale of an agricultural product (probably as a result of a 
complaint by the CA Nurserymen’s Association). At this time City staff are working on a weaker ordinance that would 
involve education of the public. We plan to continue to work on this issue in order to help the City develop an effective 
education programs, as well as continuing to lobby the CDFA to list C. selloana as a Noxious Weed. 
http://www.n2.net/cschneid/CC_Web_Pages/Ban%20Pampas%20Grass.html

b) Hillside development
In the City of San Diego, steep hillsides contain much of the remaining natural vegetation, since the mesas have been 
developed for housing. With property values soaring, homeowners are increasing attempting to build on the steep slops. 
Carrie Schneider, in collaboration with the Sierra Club’s Canyon Campaign staff, identified a loophole in the San Diego 
City Land Development Code, which was being used by homeowners to build on supposedly environmentally sensitive 
land. In May 2002, the Land Use and Housing committee voted to remove the word “natural” from the definition of 
steep hillsides in the code. This change would result in greater protection of native plant habitats. Staff was directed to 
work on the amended code. We plan to follow up on this work by making inquiries to City Council. 

c) AB2290
At the urging of Vern Goehring and Carol Withman, Carrie Schneider invited State Assembly Member Chris Kehoe to a 
chapter General meeting, in order to thank her for carrying AB2290, a bill seeking to protect vernal pools (and for her 
work in bringing in $$ for the San Diego River Conservancy). Kehoe was presented with a hardcover edition of 
“California’s Wild Gardens, A Living Legacy” (with the vernal pool pages marked!), and spent some time talking with the 
audience and answering questions. 

d) Willowy Monardella
Cindy Burrascano, on behalf of CNPS, spoke against development of the Carroll Canyon Business Park at a San Diego 
City Council meeting. 



 
e) Brush Control
Member Virginia Moran agreed to participate on behalf of CNPS in a San Diego County task force on developing a 
comprehensive plan for controlled burning, maintaining firebreaks, and “clearing hazardous brush” for fire control.  As a 
result of her participation, we identified the need for clear CNPS policies on the issue of brush management at the 
urban-wildland interface. A working group was assembled to come up with a draft proposal to take to the Chapter 
Council.

f) Legislation information and CNPS Alerts.
Information on the following was written up by David Flietner and published in our newsletter, along with contact 
information:  CA Wilderness Act, Readiness and Range Preservation Initiative, Native Plant Conservation Campaign, Fully 
Protected Species Status, AB2290 (Wetlands Protection), AB2486 (Environmental prosecution), Rangeland, Grazing Land, 
and Grassland protection Act, the 2002 CA Legislative Scorecard, and Prop. 40. 

Plant Sales/Wildflower Shows:  

Chapter Plant Sale - More than 40 volunteers helped with this event, held at Balboa Park in central San Diego. Nine 
members grew plants for sale and other plants were purchased from the Tree-of-Life Nursery, Manzanita Nursery and 
Cal-Native Nursery. Tree-of-Life delivered their batch; members arranged for transportation of plants from the other 
nurseries. Other tasks included set-up and take-down, publicity, writing up a plant list, hospitality table, cashier duties and 
accountant, crowd control, and horticulture consultant. We also sold books, bulbs, seeds and posters. One member 
designs and produces signs for each species, describing where is comes from and what kind of habitat it prefers. 

April 2002 Plant Sale at the Tree-of-Life nursery, organized by Horticulture Chair Don Miller. The Nursery holds the sale in 
their retail sales area and donates a percentage of the sales for that day to our chapter. Volunteers advised customers, 
wrote sales tags, toted and loaded plants and tidied up after the sale.

Other Activities:
• Working with the State CNPS Vegetation Program, Vegetation Chair Robert MacAller organized training sessions in 

“Rapid Assessment” and “Relevé” methodology, as well as vegetation classification and mapping methods. Training 
sessions were held in the San Dieguito Watershed and the Otay Mountain Wilderness area. Trained volunteers 
participated in sampling sessions throughout the spring and summer. 

• David Flietner worked with a La Jolla neighborhood group, developing a biological survey in order to support 
their effort to have the City of San Diego list a local Open Space area in the MSCP Preserve. 

• Started a Bylaws revision

• Started working on a Handbook for Board Members

• Dale Clark maintains the Chapter Web site at www.cnpssd.org <http://www.cnpssd.org>, updated monthly with 
the program and other activities.


